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www.en.eurobelarus.info
International Consortium “EuroBelarus” was established in 2007 for stimulation and
support of pro-European development of Belarus as competent actor in European
relations at all possible levels.
It is specific kind of task-force alliance uniting significant group of Belarussian and
European leaders, experts and civil society organizations on the idea of restoration of
role and place of Belarus in modern Europe. It is more correct to recognize
“EuroBelarus” as community united by joint goals, values and means of activity.
ULAD VIALICHKA
Director General
International Consortium “EuroBelarus”

Belarus and Local Authorities
Local authorities in Belarus are
elected but don’t satisfy the the
principles of the European Charter
on Local Self Government of
autonomy from the National
institutions, fair elections,
autonomy of budgeting and
division between administration &
politics
Belarus is so far NOT Member of
the Council of Europe but partner
of the Eastern Partnership
Belarus is partner of the Custom
Union with Russia and Kazakhstan

www.cittametropolitana.mi.it
Since the 1st January 2015, the Metropolitan City of Milan replaced the Province of
Milan, and includes the city of Milan and other 133 municipalities. A single, large and
increasingly widespread conurbation with the city of Milan at its hub defines the
metropolitan area.
The Milan metropolitan area is part of the so-called Blue Banana, the area of Europe
with the highest population and industrial density.

CARMINE PACENTE
Head of EU policies
Metropolitan City of Milan

The new policy of Metropolitan Cities
The Metropolitan city is an administrative
division of Italy, operative since 2014. The
Metropolitan city, as defined by law, includes a
large core city and the smaller surrounding
towns that are closely related to it with regard
to economic activities and essential public
services, as well as to cultural relations and to
territorial features.
The Metropolitan city is composed by the municipalities that before had been members
of the same province.
Each Metropolitan city is headed by a Metropolitan mayor assisted by the Metropolitan
council (legislative body) and the Metropolitan conference (non-legislative assembly).
The main functions devolved to the new metropolitan cities are:
•local planning and zoning • provision of local police services • transport and city services
regulation

www.coppem.org
COPPEM (Standing Committee for Euro-Mediterranean Partnership of the Local and
Regional Authorities), is a network of Euro-Mediterranean Local Authorities and
National Associations of Local Authorities, based in Palermo, Italy.
It promotes both dialogue and cooperation for local development between towns,
municipalities, Local Authorities and Regions of the member Countries of the Euro
Mediterranean Partnership and UfM, and their active and concrete participation in
achieving the objectives established within the Barcelona Declaration of ’95, through the
financial means of the European Union and of the Public and the Private Bodies of the
States of the Euro-Mediterranean area.
NATALE GIORDANO
Technical Manager for Commission
COPPEM

Local governance in MED area: challenges&hopes
- Centralisation
and
democratic failures in
many countries
- Limited capacities &
existence of local
authorities
- Conflictual situation

+ administrative reforms
in place
+ democratic process and
local elections
+ initial dialogue with
CSOs

www.alda-europe.eu
ALDA - the European Association for Local Democracy is a non-governmental organisation
dedicated to the promotion of good governance and citizen participation at the local level.
ALDA in particular focuses on activities that facilitate cooperation between local authorities
and civil society.
ALDA was established in 1999 at the initiative of the Council of Europe's Congress of Local
and Regional Authorities to coordinate and support a network of Local Democracy Agencies
which was established in the early 1990s. It remains one of its supporting programmes. It is
the umbrella organisation of the Local Democracy Agencies which are self-sustainable,
locally registered NGOs that act as promoters of good governance and local selfgovernment.
ANTONELLA VALMORBIDA
Secretary General
ALDA

ALDA’s geographical approach
ALDA works in most of Europe and the European
Neighbourhood countries. Activities in the European Union
focus in particular on the promotion of Active European
Citizenship
Activities in the Western Balkans and European
Neighbourhood focus on good governance, citizen
participation, European integration and decentralisation.
Most of the LDAs are located in the Western Balkans,
which gives a natural focus on that area. But ALDA is also
becoming more and more active in the European
Neighbourhood.
In 2006 a Local Democracy Agency was established in
Kutaisi in Georgia, in 2011 a Local Democracy Agency was
opened in Gyumri in Armenia and in 2015 the last LDA was
opened in Dnipropetrovsk in Ukraine. ALDA is also leading
several other projects and developing partnerships in
other European Neighbourhood countries, such a Belarus,
Moldova, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and Turkey.

ALDA’s temathic approach
In the framework of promoting good governance and
citizen participation at the local level ALDA focuses on
various themes, such as:
§
§
§
§
§
§

European integration
Decentralisation
Civic initiatives and volunteering
Supporting CSOs in the decision making process
Human rights
Sustainable economic development
Transversally to all the topics of its work, ALDA always
makes use of participatory approaches, being the
mobilisation of citizens essential to the purposes of local
democracy and good governance.
One innovative method for committing “ordinary”
citizens in the public life of their communities, developed
by ALDA, is CITIZENS PANELS.
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