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On the initiative of the Mayor of the City of
Gdazsk, The European Association for Local
Democracy (“ALDA”) was asked to conduct a
survey that revealed local issues and opinions
with the help of the Local Democracy Agencies in
Georgia, Armenia, and Ukraine.

The questionnaire was distributed via ALDA’s
network in the Eastern Partnership (“EaP)”. We
included local civil society organization
representatives and local authorities who shared
their opinions on issues that address their
countries’ development.

Two types of questionnaires with 35 questions
were developed for civil society organizations and
local authorities. This report presents the results
from the EaP countries.
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On the initiative of the Mayor of the City of GdaZsk,
a survey was conducted with organizations and
institutions that represent civil society issues, and
have local offices in Eastern Partnership (“EaP”)
countries. The survey examines issues covered by
the CORLEAP report and aims to address the
following aspects:

1. Analysis of possible threats to
development of a civil society resulting
from the geopolitical situation in the
region, together with analysis of the type
of support from EU countries aimed at
reducing the impact of such hazards.

2. Information on the role of modern
communication techniques in the process
of developing and organizing civil
societies (e.g., Facebook, Twitter, and
other social media).

3. Data on possible support and real aid
provided by local governments of EU
countries, which could be effective in the
development of local democracies and
civil societies in EaP countries (best
practices).

4. The most important instruments to
stimulate the development of civil society
in different EaP countries. Do such
instruments exist at all in EU countries? If
so, what kinds of tools can be recognized
in the EU? Are these meetings with
residents, public consultations, public
information bulletins  (including their
variations in different countries), open
data, participatory budgeting, or direct
democracy? Or is it simply a practice or
obligation to inform citizens about public
expenditures, budgetary plans, and
budget implementation?
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5. Effective promotion of the idea of civil
society and civic participation that could
counter the negative propaganda
campaign launched by media hostile
towards development of the Eastern
Partnership.

Methodology

The European Association for Local Democracy
(“ALDA”) was asked to conduct a survey that
revealed local issues and opinions with the help of
the Local Democracy Agencies (“LDA”) in Georgia
(Kutaisi), Armenia (Gyumri), and Ukraine
(Dnipro). The questionnaire was distributed via
ALDA’s network in the EaP. ALDA’s contribution to
CORLEAP’s report was to reflect local
perspectives. We included local civil society
organization (“CSO”) representatives and local
authorities (“LA”) who shared their opinions on
issues that address their countries’ development.

Two types of questionnaires with 35 questions
were developed for CSOs and LAs. This report
presents the results from the EaP countries,
except for Azerbaijan (because only one
questionnaire was filled).

In total, 51 representatives of CSOs and LAs
returned the survey. In focus group meetings
organized by LDA Georgia, LDA Armenia, and LDA
Dnipro, 25 people participated.

The first section describes the results per country.
The second section includes trends and main
findings. The third section has recommendations.
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1. Analysis of possible
threats to
development of a
civil society resulting
from the geopolitical
situation in the
region, together with
the analysis of the
type of support from
EU countries aimed
at reducing the
impact of such
hazards

In Georgia

The majority of participants respond that the
geopolitical situation is non-stable in Georgia, and
agrees that this influences the development of a
civil society in the country.

1. How would you describe the geopolitical
situation in your country?

@ Stable, Fragile
@ Non-stable
Fragile
@ Non-stable, Fragile
@ Stable

The focus group respondents stated that Georgia
has always faced geopolitical threats, but today
this issue is more exaggerated due to Russia’s
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aggressive policy towards Georgia. They also
mentioned that the Georgian government has a
vague policy towards Russia, because they are
trying to balance EU integration with not
aggravating Russia.

4. Select one answer: My country’s civil society
is

® Weak
@ something middle
betwen 8 and W

@ Developing
@ Strong

The majority of respondents describe their civil
society as weak, and 23.1% describe it as
developing.

The justification for their responses included:
“[Our] civil society does not possess the strength
of influencing decision makers or lawmakers with
enough capacity and quality.”

“Civil society is not involved in as much as it is
needed for more control on governmental
decisions.”

“Civil society do[es] not think that what happens
around us everything is up to us. They do not think
that they can have an opinion on the topic which
is connected to the city management. They are
relaxed, and most people have no idea what
happens at City Council meetings. They do not
think that they have the right to express an opinion
on a building being built in a park, or moving the
Parliament building from one city to another,
understanding what is public information, etc.”

“There are some crucial problems in the country,
however civil society does not react adequately.
For example, there have been some significant
crimes in the country and the investigation has not
been processed properly. Civil society did not
follow up, unfortunately.”
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The focus group stated that it is very important to
maintain stability and financial support for the
sustainability of regional NGOs. The respondents
believe that civil society is stronger compared to
previous years, but civil society development is
very slow. The respondents stated that the
government perceives NGOs as their opponent.
Limited funding possibilities for NGOs are a barrier
for CSO development in Georgia. "There may come
a time when NGOs will stay without funding.
Unfortunately, there are no legal regulations that
address State funding of NGOs for program
implementation. “In Poland citizens can share their
income tax of 1% or 2% for the development of
NGOs. This can give NGOs more than 40 million
GEL during the year.” In Poland, the local
government budget provides a specific amount of
grants for NGOs, ranging from 10-12%,
depending on the strength of the local self-
government.

Lack of funding and education were the most
frequently mentioned threats to civil society
development in Georgia. “There is no special
course on NGO management in Georgia.”

"International NGOs fund many projects, but we
are weak in sustainability if government officials
are not interested in cooperation. Funding for
capacity building, advocacy, and civil rights is low.
[There is a] lack of qualified specialists in the
education field (e.g., preschool inclusive
education, health representatives, social workers,
etc.)." They also cited lack of civic activism and
enthusiasm, and pessimism among citizens as
threats for CSO development.

The focus group respondents believe the main
threats for CSO development are political
instability, unsustainable CSOs, lack of active
funding for regional NGOs, and international
organizations leaving the country.
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11. Do you have information about the financial
support of EU countries to support local
democracy in your country?

@ Yes
® Mo

One hundred percent of respondents stated that
EU countries do support civil society development

1. How can you describe the geopolitical
situation in your country?

@ non stable
@ fragile

in Georgia. The majority of the respondents are
informed about and have applied for financial
support of EU countries. Nearly all of them
consider the support significant and effective.

In Armenia

The survey was conducted two months after the
recent Nagorno-Karanakh conflict. This led to the
responses describing the geopolitical situation in
the country as non-stable and fragile.

“April 2016, 4 days of fierce war on the Karabakh-
Azerbaijan border greatly influenced civil society
development as almost all active representatives
were engaged in assisting the army with all
necessary means thus putting under threat their
financial sustainability that preconditions each
organization’s further development. After Armenia
signed the Customs' Union, many international
funds were reduced not visibly, but in a rather
touchable way.

"Under these circumstances, the role of civil
society is crucial: “The Nagorno-Karabakh issue
creates a non-stable situation in the country,
therefore  peace-oriented  projects, cultural

A WAY TO STRENGTHEN

Nino Tvaltvadze A



understanding, and conflict transformation issues
become of utmost importance.”

One hundred percent of respondents used the
term “partially developed.” The focus group report
stated the geopolitical situation is influencing
development. “Taking into consideration the
“blockaded” geographical location of Armenia,
having only one way to communicate with the
world, and currently experiencing a fragile half-
war/half-peace situation, CSOs’ development is
threatened, but also motivates CSO’s to get
engaged in more serious iss
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= Non-stable
= Fragile
= Stable
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