
The Association of the Local Democracy Agencies held its annual General Assembly under 
the patronage of the Croatian President, Stjepan Mesic, in Zagreb on 17 June 2005. During 
the meeting, the statute of the Association was changed to adapt it to the recent growth of 
the network of Local Democracy Agencies. Moreover, Antonella Valmorbida, Director of 
ALDA, presented the Activity Report 2004 to the members of the Association, which shows 
ALDA’s success story of the past year: more members, an increased annual budget (by 
130% compared to the year 2003) and new permanent staff members.  

To further increase its network of partners, ALDA’s press officer Dorothee Fischer produced 
a film on the work of the Local Democracy Agencies which was presented during the Gene-
ral Assembly. This new communication tool exists in four languages, namely English, 
French, Italian and Croatian and will be used with partners, journalists and other interested 
organisations.  

An international conference on “Processes of reconciliation, comparative cases” completed 
the event. Such renowned speakers as Paul Garde, French linguist and writer; Glenn Barr; 
Chief Executive of the International School for Peace Studies, Northern Ireland; Ms. Marta 
Valinas, Researcher agt the University of Leuven, Belgium, and Mr. Zarko Puhovski, Croati-
an Helsinki Committee depicted examples of reconciliation work in their countries or different 
approaches to reconciliation in South East Europe.  

The General Assembly was 
preceded by meetings of the 
ALDA Governing Board and 
Bureau on the 15 and 16 
June 2005 as well as a part-
ner meeting within the 
“Mahlde.net” programme on 
local democracy in the trans-
border area of the Adriatic 
Sea 
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 ALDA presented the methodology of multilateral decentralised cooperation of the Local 
Democracy Agencies during the international conference of the OCDE in Trento the 8th of 
June 2005. The results of such approach were illustrated in a panel together with Vladan 
Jeremic, Municipal Support Programme, Serbia, commented by Comment by Trefor Williams, 
Director of Democratisation, OSCE Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The whole session 
was lead by Charles Sabel, Professor of Law and Social Science at the Columbia Law 
School, United States. 
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A L D A  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  m e e t s  n e w  M a y o r  o f  
O s i j e k  

O C D E  C o n f e r e n c e  i n  T r e n t o   

Subsequently, Mr. Turniški detailed the on-
going projects of ALDA in which the City of 
Osijek directly participates, but also the LDA 
Osijek’s projects which aim at different target 
groups or a general public. 

Mr. Đapić welcomed the efforts of ALDA and 
LDA Osijek and expressed readiness and 
openness for further cooperation. He also 
explained to his guests that Osijek is just wor-
king on establishing a special office for relati-
ons with civil society organisations and that in 
that light he expects  even better cooperation 
with local and international NGOs in the futu-
re, including the LDA Osijek. 

 

On 15 September 2005,  Per Vinther, Vice-
president of ALDA and Miljenko Turniški, the LDA 
Osijek delegate, were officially received  by the 
new mayor of the city, Mr. Anto Đapić. 

During the meeting, Mr. Vinther used the 
opportunity to congratulate the new mayor 
and introduce him to the scope of pro-
grammes that ALDA implements through 
decentralized international cooperation 
including the goals and mission of ALDA. 
He also expressed appreciation of the 
long-standing cooperation of the City of 
Osijek with ALDA. 

“The Local 
Democracy 

Agencies help to 
build up a European 

spirit in our 
country” 

Stjepan Mesic, 
Croatian President  
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A delegation of the Association of the Local Democracy 
Agencies (ALDA) had the honour to meet the Croatian 
President, Stjepan Mesic on 15 June 2005. The ALDA 
delegation was composed of President Gianfranco 
Martini, Vice-Presidents Per Vinther and Dobrica 
Milovanovic as well as the Director, Antonella 
Valmorbida.  

“The Local Democracy Agencies help to build up a 
European spirit in our country”, the President said. In 
addition, he stressed that working with the ALDA/the 
LDAs and other international organisations will have a 
positive effect on the whole region of South East 
Europe. 
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MAHLDE .NET  Partner  Meet ing  in  Zagreb  

A L D A  D e l e g a t i o n  m e t  C r o a t i a n  P r e s i d e n t   

decision- making processes at the local 
level in Southern and Eastern Europe and 
to develop a methodology in the field of 
transborder co-operation to be used in 
other geographical areas, too.  

After a first encounter, dedicated mainly to 
the introduction of the partners and the 
presentation of each partner’s role in the 
project, the second day of the meeting 
gave way to a more concrete discussion, 
where ideas and expectations were 
exchanged. The Mayors of the LDAs’ host 
cities confirmed their support to the project, 
underlining that the 
work of the LDAs 
has so far improved 
the quality of 
services to the 
citizens in their 
respective cities. 
The delegates of the 
LDAs have shown 

great interest in the project, as it 
represents an opportunity for them to 
implement important actions, which 
need constant financial and logistic 
support. Finally, the Italian partners 
and ALDA have agreed whom each 
partner should relate with in order to 
actively and efficiently start the 
implementation of the actions, in the 
hope that the Mahldenet project will 
represent a chance for cooperation on 
two axes, not only East/West but also 
North/South.  

On the occasion of the general 
Assembly of the Association of the 
Local Democracy Agencies, a 
partners meeting within the 
framework of the Mahldenet project 
on transborder cooperation in the 
Balkans and the Adriatic Sea was 
organised on 15 and 16 June in 
Zagreb, Croatia.  

The project involves partners from 
Italy (including Region Friuli Venezia 
Giulia, Region Puglia, Region Emilia 
Romagna, Universities of Venice, 
Padova and Trieste, Municipality of 
Monfalcone, Municipality of 
Mogliano Veneto, ALDA) and from 
the countries where the LDAs 
operate. The aim is to foster 
transborder cooperation as an 
instrument for local development 
and stability in the area, to 
strengthen local democracy and 



 On the 18 May 2005 a Delegation of ALDA, composed of the Vice-Presidents Per Vinther and Dobrica Milovanovic, and the 
Delegates of the LDAs in Serbia and Montenegro including Kosovo met Marija Jancic, Civil Society and Humanitarian 
Officer and Mrs Esmeralda Hernandez-Aragones, Head of Economic and Eureopean Integration Section of the Delegation 
of the European Commission to Serbia and Montenegro in Belgrade. Mr Vinther presented the work of the Association of the 
Local Democracy Agencies and the Delegates spoke about their work in the field. The representatives from the Delegation 
of the European Commission expressed their full support to the work of ALDA and the LDAs. They stressed that in the future 
they will always, within the framework of their possibilities, send material to the LDAs, in particular those that provide for EU 
Info Points in their Agencies. They will also try to send representatives to future LDA seminars on European issues. Through 
the meeting the good cooperation between the European Commission and ALDA/the LDAs was consolidated.  
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A L D A  D e l e g a t i o n  v i s i t s  E U  O f f i c e  i n  B e l g r a d e   

Between June 27th and July 3rd 2005, the first part of the 
training of trainers “Enhancing communication capacities for 
local government” was held in Prijedor, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. The training was the third of its kind within the 
ANCI/ALDA programme on capacity building in South East 
Europe sponsored by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Through various role plays and simulations, the participants 
learned how to improve local authorities’ communication skills 
including contact with the local media and communication 
with their citizens. The training was rounded off with visits to 
the local municipality and an info point that the Local 
Democracy Agency in Prijedor supports. 

The seminar was organised by the partner organisation 
Partners Polska. The follow-up training sessions with local 
authorities in the LDAs will take place in September and 
October 2005. 
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Training of trainers on communication capacities (1): Seminar in Prijedor 

Training of trainers on communication capacities (2):   Study visit to Poland  

A group of 20 local government officials from South East Europe and 
LDA trainers of the ANCI/ALDA programme on capacity building 
went on a study visit to Poland from 17 – 22 July 2005. The 
programme consisted of meetings with officials from City Promotion 
Offices, Citizens’ Services Departments and EU Affairs offices in the 
cities of Warsaw, Plocks and Nidzica as well as visits to the national 
media. The three Polish cities represented a wide range of Polish 
society, that is the capital, a medium-sized city (Plock) and a small 
town (Nidzica). For the participants from the Balkans the Polish 
experiences of the past 15 years on their way to EU accession are 
very inspiring for their own transitional process. 
The visit was completed with a cultural programme including city 
walks in Warsaw and a visit to the new Museum of the Warsaw 
Uprising which is known for its innovative interactive methodology. 
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Training of trainers „Young Entrepreneurship“ in Osijek 
In the scope of the project “Young 
Entrepreneurship”, sponsored by Norway, the ALDA 
in collaboration with the Local Democracy Agency 
Osijek organised a training of trainers from the 18th 
to the 22nd of July 2005 in Osijek, Croatia. 

  
The 17 participants coming from 4 South East 
Europe countries (Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Serbia-Montenegro; “The former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia”) were trained by Mr Ejup Qerimi, 
Head of the Euro Info Correspondence Centre 
(EICC) and Mr Luan Dalipi, Management Trainer 
and Consultant from Management and Development 
Associates (MDA), both situated in Kosovo. The ToT 
gave the participants the opportunity to visit the 
Entrepreneurs’ Incubator of Osijek, with which they 
may develop synergies and transborder cooperation 

 The objective of the project is to increase 
entrepreneurial spirit among young people. After the 

ToT, the participants will organise two trainings for young 
entrepreneurs in their region with the support of the 11 Local 
Democracy Agencies. They will also identify potential business 
projects that might strengthen the local economic development of their 
territory.  

Training on project drafting and European funding in the  

context of multiethnic communities 
The Association of Local Democracy Agencies (ALDA) organised a 
Training of Trainers (ToT) seminar in the framework of the project 
“Actions for Capacity-Building for Local Autorities and NGOs in South Eastern 
Europe”. 

The seminar titled “The Multiethnic communities in the new perspectives 
of European Union. Institutions, politics, funds, drafting projects” was held in 
Ulcinj, Montenegro, from the 26 to the 30 September and gathered all the 
trainers of the Local Democracy Agencies (LDAs) of South East Europe. 

The ToT seminar included presentations on the functioning of EU 
institutions, EU Regional Policy, regional and transnational 
cooperation, the European Agency for Reconstruction and 
Development as well as financing instruments for third countries. 
Case studies were also discussed as well as practical exercises 
designed to train participants in looking for funding opportunities 
and developing project proposals for funding. The participants 
were also trained to be involved in the preparation of an 
INTERREG project. 

 



. The Association of Local Democracy Agencies (ALDA) organised a seminar on International Decentralized Cooperation in 
the Balkans on the 9th September 2005 at the Institut des Hautes Etudes Internationales in Geneva. The event gave the 
opportunity to gather various Swiss members and partners of the ALDA (Bellinzona, Geneva, Lausanne, Neuchâtel; the 
Cantons of Geneva and Jura), the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, the Ambassadors of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (H.E. Pasalic) and Croatia (H.E. Andrlic), the First Councillor of the Embassy of Serbia and Montenegro (Mr 
Jovanovic) in Switzerland, H.E. Biéler, former Ambassador of the Stability Pact for South-East Europe, as well as various 
organisations working with the Balkans. After a presentation of the work of the ALDA and the Local Democracy Agencies 
(LDA) based in the Balkan region, participants discussed the opportunities and challenges of cooperation in the area of local 
democracy in the years to come.  
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M e e t i n g  o f  S w i s s  A L D A  p a r t n e r s  i n  G e n e v a   

In the framework of the project on environmental pro-
tection sponsored by the Canton of Geneva and car-
ried out by ADLA and the LDAs, a three-day study visit 
was organised to Geneva from 20 to 22 September 
2005. A delegation composed of eight Heads of Envi-
ronmental Departments of the LDA host cities had the 
opportunity to visit different actors involved in waste 
management and sustainable development: regional 
authorities (Department of Waste Management of Ge-
neva Canton; Industrial Services); private enterprises 
(Firms collecting paper and glasses); and a school 
(School of Nature Management Engineers). 
The objective of the visit was to give tools and ideas to 
the participants for the waste management in their 
own towns in South East Europe.  
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Study visit on environmental issues to Geneva 

With sunglasses, Mr Mirsad Saric, Head of the Eco-
nomic and Environmental Department of the city of 
Mostar (Bosnia-Herzegovina). 



 There were staff changes in the Local Democracy Agencies in Mostar (Bosnia and 
Herzegovina), Sisak (Croatia) and Central and Southern Serbia (Serbia and 
Montenegro). The new Delegate are: 

Tommaso Vaccarezza taking over for Roberto Maselli in Mostar 

Milijana Merdovic for Emiliano Bertoldi and 

Paula Rauzan for Tatjana Puskaric.  
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N e w  D e l e g a t e s  i n  M o s t a r ,  S i s a k  a n d  C S S   

seen as an incentive to 
develop further initiatives in 
this field through town-
twinning activities or other 
international exchanges. 

The Local Democracy 
Agency in Gjilan/Gnjilane is 
very proud to have 
contributed to this success 
by its work of the past three 
years, including several 
projects on transborder 
cooperation and European 
integration.  

The diploma was handed 
over during an official 
ceremony at the Council of 
Europe on 22 June 2005 
in the presence of Xhemajl 
Hyseni, Mayor of Gjilan/
Gnjilane, representatives 
from Kosovo Ensemble, 
one of the partner 
organisations of the LDA 
as well as several 
journalists from Kosovo. 

For the first time in the 
history of the Local 
Democracy Agencies, one 
of their host cities receives 
the European Diploma of 
the Council of Europe’s 
Parliamentary Assembly. 
The city of Gjilan/Gnjilane 
in Kosovo/UNMIK was 
awared among 35 other 
European local authorities 
for their international 
activities. At the same 
time, the diploma is to be 
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The City of Gjilan receives European Diploma 

A documentary and three short films produced by LDACSS 

In the framework of the project 
"Interethnic relations as precondition 
for stabile civil society" supported by 
the Council of Europe through its 
Conficence Building Measures 
programme, the LDA in Central and 
Southern Serbia has finished a 
documentary and three short films 
produced by children from the primary 
school Vuk Karadzic. Being aware that 
education is the first requirement for 
intercultural dialogue, the LDACSS 
organized several educational 
workshops for the participants. The 
series of workshops was finished with 
the production of short films. The idea 
was that kids of Serbian and Roma 

background work together in order to show 
the negative impact of prejudices on the 
development of modern society. 

Through the workshops, the children have 
learned that it is possible to restore dialogue 
and social cohesion. The participating children 
themselves overcame prejudices and 
negative stereotypes while they were working 
together.   

LDA NEWS 



 Since December 2003 citizens from Serbia and Montenegro can claim their rights at the European Court of Human 
Rights in Strasbourg. The LDA in Central and Southern Serbia therefore intended to inform as many citizens as 
possible of their new rights. In cooperation with the Law Faculty of the University in Nis, a training was organized in Nis 
(Serbia) from 4 March – 30 March 2005, in which 28 lawyers, attorneys, NGO activists that deal with human rights and 
local government officials participated. The participants learned which kind of human rights violations can be brought to 
the European Court of Human Rights, how to fill in an application form and how cases are proceeded by the Court.  

Page 9 

M i n o r i t y  a n d  r e f u g e e  i s s u e s  i n  L D A C S S  

H u m a n  R i g h t s  c a s e  s t u d y  t r a i n i n g  i n  L D A C S S   

cooperation was established with the local Center for 
Employment, which is providing the follow-up of the 
programme by organizing job fairs and other activities for the 
participants. 

Nis and Leskovac: 35 Roma were trained and received 
diplomas in different crafts-professions, in cooperation with 
the Niš Association of Craftsmen and the NGO “Roma 
Society”. The programme also foresees an support for the 
purchase of equipment needed to open small start-up 
businesses. 

The LDA in Central and Southern Serbia realized two needs 
assessments of vulnerable groups in Niš, Leskovac and 
Kraljevo. The results indicated the need of an activity of 
professional pre-qualification to support the processes of 
integration. Two programmes were realized between 
January and March 2005: 

1. Kraljevo: Refugees and internally displaced people were 
trained in crafts skills in cooperation with the People’s 
University Bodjar Adaja: In addition, in a different training 20 
people obtained a computer certificate and two people their 
driving license to operate as track drivers. An excellent 

Newsletter I I/2005 

Seminar “The Role of Religion Communities in the Inter-Ethnic Dialogue Establishment» held in Sisak 

As part of the project “Advocacy and Rights Seminars 
for Ethnic Minority Councils”, sponsored by the Council 
of Europe’s Confidence Measure Building programme, 
the Local Democracy Agency in Sisak organised a 
seminar on the role and importance of religious 
communities in establishing an inter-ethnic dialogue in 
Croatia on the 16 June 2005. The guest-lecturer was Mr 
Vladimir Loncarevic, assistant to the Political Affairs 
Advisor in the Office of the President of Croatia who 
spoke about improvements of inter-ethnic dialogue in 
Croatia in the past 15 years. The topic of the seminar 
inspired the participants to speak about their personal 
positive experiences with people of different 
confessions.  

As a follow up of the seminar the LDA organised a radio 
show on the same topic in order to  promote national 
minorities in the media and to present the role and 
importance of religious communities in establishing an 
inter-ethnic dialogue in multiethnic communities.  

Moreover, the aim was to introduce a wider audience to 
religious communities in Sisak-Moslavina County. 
Guest-speakers were Mr Vladimir Loncarevic as well as 
Mr Petar Olujic, priest in the Orthodox Church of Sisak 

and Mr Milos Komanovic, priest in the Baptist Church of 
Sisak. The radio broadcasting was moderated by Mrs Irena 
Barisic Milunic, LDA Sisak who had already organised the 
preceding seminar. 



 LDA Sisak received an EU grant for the implementation of a mini-project starting in October 2005 which has the aim to 
address the issue of combating ethnic discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance through multicultural youth groups’ 
empowerment in Sisak-Moslavina County. The project intends to establish cooperation between young people of different 
ethnic and confessional backgrounds. Moreover, young people will be trained in multiculturalism and interculturalism issues.  

Further, a group of young people of different ethnic and confessional backgrounds will be established. They will hold regular 
meetings, set up action plans, develop non-formal educational programmes on multiculturalism, shoot a documentary movie 
and organise other artistic or cultural activities. 
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L e a d  P a r t n e r  v i s i t s  L D A  S u b o t i c a   

 New project: «Indigenous Multiculturalism-Youth in Action»   

• Regional approach to economic development 
strategies (Vojvodina level) 

• International partnerships and joint project design 
and implementation  

Furthermore, the delegation from Wolverhampton met the 
representatives of local NGOs working with ethnic 
minorities, youth groups, local SME-s development and 
environment protection. 

Finally, Cllr. Roger Lawrence met the President of the 
Provincial Government of AP Vojvodina, Boris Pajtic.  

The visit of the Delegation from Wolverhampton was a step 
forward not only for designing practical future co-operation 
initiatives, but also for confirming a long-term interest of the 
lead partner in the LDA Subotica and the ALDA network. 

The priorities for the future are: 

• Pursuing efforts to design and implement joint project 
(EU and other funding opportunities) 

• Co-operation in English language teaching 

• Youth exchange programmes 

• Regional approach – support to connecting Vojvodina 
regional government with West Midlands and West 
Midlands Office in Brussels 

• Co-operation between cultural institutions 
(International Film Festival, Palic) 

 

 

A Delegation of the Lead Partner of LDA Subotica 
composed of Cllr. Roger Lawrence and Ms. Julia Speht, 
European Officer paid a visit to Subotica from 21st – 23rd 
June 2005. 

During the visit, several meetings were organized in 
Subotica, some new proposals for co-operation were 
initiated and some new contacts established. On the first 
day, the guests from Wolverhampton visited the City Hall, 
where they were hosted by Mr. Geza Kucera, the Mayor, 
Mr. Imre Kern, Member of the Local Assembly, Mr. Dejan 
Zvekic, Member of the Local Council, in charge of 
international/regional co-operation. 

During the talks, particular emphasis was given to the 
design of joint project proposals, including the EU 
supported Exchange Programme for strengthening 
capacities of local authorities in Serbia, exchange of youth 
groups, co-operation in the field of cultural programmes, an 
opportunity for English language guest teachers from 
Wolverhampton to teach in Subotica and establishing the 
co-operation between regional authorities of Vojvodina and 
West-Midlands.  

 Considering the duties and responsibilities of the new local 
leadership, representatives of the host town reiterated that 
is necessary to invest further efforts into the development of 
project teams and much needed mechanisms of citizens’ 
participation. Considering this, support is necessary in 
order to meet the challenges of high expectations and 
incoherent local resources. Some of the priorities identified 
already are: 

• Local economic development and regeneration 

• SME-s development and new employment 
(Industrial incubator) 

• Social development strategy  

• Urban and spatial planning 

• Eco-tourism/ environment protection development 
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 The Local Democracy of Prijedor (Bosnia and Herzegovina) has organized different youth exchanges this summer 
between young people from Prijedor and Trento, Italy as well as other countries such as Japan. 

The summer camps contributed to the following: 

• It strengthened the cooperation between the territory of Prijedor and Trento (started in 1996) 

• It underlined the important role and maturity of youth organizations of Prijedor,  

• It fostered relations between youth organizations from different countries 

• It confirmed the important role played by Youth Centers in Prijedor for the development of the local community in 
the Municipality of Prijedor  

The main aims of the activities were to give youth from Prijedor and other countries the possibility to get to know new 
realities and to create new networks with different partners. Undoubtedly, the exchanges helped to make young people 
actors who shape the future of their local community in Prijedor and abroad. 
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Y o u t h  C a m p s  i n  P r i j e d o r   
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Projects on rural development slowly become reality of LDA Osijek and 
Eastern Croatia 

Eastern Slavonia, a region until recently connected 
exclusively with the war damages and post-war traumas, is 
struggling to finish that era and to enter a new and brighter 
phase by developing its economy. 

Although with the Adriatic coast being far away, this region 
has a lot to offer with respect to nature, gastronomy, local 
customs, rural architecture and old crafts. At present, its 
vast tourist and agricultural potential is still not used to the 
full extent. Nevertheless, 
local inhabitants are gradual-
ly becoming aware of the 
values that surround them 
and step by step they strive 
to organize themselves in 
order to offer eco-ethno ser-
vices and products on the 
market.  

 

With the success of this first 
rural development project, 
LDA Osijek intends to 
develop other activities and 
projects on the promotion of 
rural areas in Slavonia.  

One of the current projects of 
the Local Democracy Agen-
cy in Osijek is therefore lin-
ked to this process. Through 

the project “Tourism in accordance with needs of my local com-
munity – Erdut municipality“, LDA Osijek gathered inhabitants 
of four different villages, namely Bijelo Brdo, Aljmaš, Dalj and 
Erdut and through participatory planning defined a common 
vision of the municipality. Although the project is still ongoing it 
is already clear that eco agriculture and rural tourism make up 
the main future of this municipality. The project is funded by 
the Academy for Educational Development and USAID. 
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Miscellaneous  
Conference on the role of EU local authorities in the 
Balkans  
Mr Steve Duchene, LDA Kosovo Delegate and Mr Martial Paris, Assistant to ALDA’s Director, 
attended the conference on “The role of the EU regional and local authorities in the process of 
democratic consolidation in the Western Balkans Region” organised by the Congress of the 
Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe and the Committee of the Regions of 
the EU in Pristina (Kosovo/UNMIK) on 22 June 2005. 

During the event, the two ALDA/LDA representatives could stress the key role of the 
Association and the LDAS in the transitional process in the Balkans. In addition, both Mr 
Ulrich Bohner, Executive Director of the Congress and Mr Owen Masters, member of the 
Congress also underlined the important work achieved by the ALDA and the LDAs in South 
East Europe. 

New President elected for the Nalas-Network  
The Network of National Associations of Local Authorities from South Eastern Europe held its 
first General Assembly in Skopie on the 6 September 2005. Mr. Tartan Milosevic from 
Montenegro was elected new President of the network and Emil Calota (from Romania) and 
Stefan Celan (from Slovenia) make up the Vice-Presidents. 

The meeting was organized and supported by the Association of Macedonian Towns and the 
Congress of Local and Regional Authorities. The network - now eventually institutionalised - 
represents about 80% of the local authorities of South East Europe and will be a major actor 
in promoting the process of decentralization and good governance. The Association of the 
Local Democracy Agencies was represented by its Director Antonella Valmorbida. She 
confirmed the intention to assure full cooperation between the two networks (ALDA and 
NALAs), which are both included in the activities of the Congress of Local and Regional 
Authorities. Even considering the different features of the programmes (ALDA working in 
particular for the interaction between civil society and local governments though the Local 
Democracy Agencies), relevant synergies can be identified in the field of capacity building for 
local governments and best practices in good governance. 

City of Ohrid in the “Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia“ 



Page 13  Newsletter I I/2005 

ALDA AGENDA OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2005 

At a moment, where Europe’s future seems uncertain, the Association of the Local Democracy Agency (ALDA) is 
organising a conference in the City Hall of Kaunas, Lithuania on the 23 and 24 November that seeks to assess the role 
of local authorities in the promotion and protection of the main values of the European Constitution. Numerous 
international experts will analyse how close Europe is to its citizens at present and what the role of the Constitution is 
in this process.  

ALDA is currently conducting a survey among local authorities and NGOs on how they perceive the EU Constitution 
and how they implement its main values. The results of this survey will be presented in a working paper which will be 
the basis of further discussions in the working groups of the conference. A final summary paper will be presented to 
various European institutions after the conference. The survey is still open for participation until the 10 November 
2005; the questionnaire is available for download on the ALDA website.. 

If you wish to participate in the conference in Kaunas, please register with Dorothee Fischer, press officer, ALDA: 
dorothee.fischer@aldaintranet.org, Tel.: 0033 3 90 21 45 93, fax 0033 3 88 41 37 47. www.ldaaonline.org . There is no 
participation fee and the working languages will be English, French and Lithuanian.  

Conference “The role of local authorities in the promotion of the values of the European 
Constitution”, 23 and 24 November, Kaunas, Lithuania 

Other events  

6—8 October Rencontre Rijeka Croatie organised by Cités Unies France 

7 October Iniziativa Parco Solidale e questioni Europee in Padova, Italy 

14—15 October Conference CEMR in Vienna, Austria  

17 October Participation in a round table debate organised the University Robert Schumann in Strasbourg, France 

25 October Conference in Bari, Italy for the Italian partners of ALDA  

27—29 October Fact-finding mission to Albania  

3 November Steering Committee Norwegian Programme in Trento, Italy 

3 - 5 November Compa Fair in Bologna, Italy  

17 November Seminar: „Constructing a Europe of the Citidens: cooperation for public administrati-
ons and civil society: dialogue, networks, instruments“, Bari, Italy  

2 December Meeting with Italian members of ALDA in Venice, Italy  
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www.ldaaonline.org 

Relaunch of the ALDA newsletter 

What you are holding in hands  - or probably, what you are reading on your computer screen in this very moment,  is the new 
ALDA newsletter! From now on it will be much easier to follow ALDA and LDA events and to keep in touch with us. The 
newsletter will be published four times a year and all issue will be available for download on our website www.ldaaonline.org 

If you wish us to give feedback on this new communication tool, please write to Dorothee Fischer, Press Officer ALDA:  
dorothee.fischer@aldaintranet.org 


