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The Association of the Local Democracy
Agencies (ALDA) organised an international conference at Budapest City Council entitled “Europe at the Crossroads:
Minority Conflicts as a Menace to Peace
or as an Opportunity? The role of European local authorities” on 8 and 9 June
2006. More than 140 representatives of
NGOs, local, regional and national authorities, universities as well as international organisations from all over Europe
gathered to discuss this question. The
main objective was to reflect how European citizens and local authorities can
actively contribute to making Europe their
own space in which they feel free and
safe, regardless of their ethical or linguistic background. Several experts such as
Ewa Chilinsky, Deputy Director of the
European Center of Minority issues; Ioannis Stratakis, Prefect of Florina, Greece;
Joseph v. Komlossy, Vice-President Society for Enhancement of National Minorities in Europe, Switzerland; and Snjezana

Bokulic, Europe and Central Asia Programme Coordinator, Minority Rights Group
International, presented their different
views. In addition, the programme was completed by working groups on the role of civil
society organisations in bringing peace and
democracy to Europe, youth participation as
well as the role of the media in today’s
peaceful Europe.
The conference was organised in the framework of the project “Cities for Peace and
Democracy in Europe”, financed by the
European Commission. Its main objective is
to raise awareness on the role of local governments as actors for peace and democracy in Europe since the end of the Second
World War and to involve citizens, in particular young people, in this debate.
The event coincided with ALDA’s General
Assembly which was held in the afternoon
of June 9th. The GA meeting confirmed that
ALDA is a growing association (number of
projects,
staff
etc). In addition,
a new position
paper
was
unanimously
accepted
by
ALDA’s members. The document is a followup of the first
position paper
published
in
2003.
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ALDA NEWS

Information Day: Georgia
- two years after the Rose Revolution
On the occasion of the opening of a Local Democracy Agency in Kutaisi, Georgia, in September 2006, the Association
of the Local Democracy Agencies
(ALDA), organised an Information Day
"Georgia: two years after the Rose
Revolution" at the Ecole Nationale d’Administration (ENA) of Strasbourg. Various
experts took stock of the recent transitional process in the country, among
them Daniel Warner, Graduate Institute
of International Studies, Geneva; David
Melua, Georgian Association of Local
Authorities; Elita Cakule, Norwegian Association of Local authorities; Ghia Nodia, Caucasus Institute for Peace, Democracy and
Development;
Vano Kukunaishvili, Georgian
State
Commission
on Decentralisation; Stefano
Di Cara, European Commission among
others.

lenges for the country despite some positive developments in the area of infrastructure and justice. ALDA presented
the future work of its Local Democracy
Agency in Kutaisi which is supported by
the cities of Strasbourg, Nantes, Bristol,
Newport among others.
After the success of this year’s information day—the second one in Strasbourg—ALDA has decided to organise
similar events every year in cooperation
with the ENA/Centre des etudes européennes and the financial support of
local donors (city of Strasbourg, Conseil
Regional, Conseil General) .

The speakers
confirmed that
there are still
many chal-

Cities Acting for Peace and Democracy cofunds European projects
The project „Cities for Peace and Democracy“ was officially launched with a
Steering Committee in Strasbourg on
30 May 2006. The five partners (Cités
Unies France, ANCI, Enti Locale per la

Pace, Italy, Warmian and Mazurian Association of Polish Communities and Development
Agency Karditsa, Greece) will be involved in
three workshops on the topic and were also
present at the opening conference in Budapest on 8 and 9 June 2006. The project will
cofund more than 96 projects all over Europe.
More information on the call for proposals is
available on www.ldaaonline.org.
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ALDA present at Congress Session
It has already become a tradition that the Association of the Local Democracy Agencies is active with a stand during the
spring session of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities at the Council of Europe in Strasbourg. This year’s session
was held between 30 May and 1 June 2006. ALDA organised an interactive photo session with the members of the Congress
and other visitors by taking their photos with a Polaroid camera. These were then stuck to a huge magnetic map of Europe,
at the place of the people’s origin. The activity will be repeated during other fairs and events throughout 2006.
During the three days in Strasbourg, ALDA staff could make many useful contacts, in particular to local and regional authorities as well as NGOs from all over Europe.

ALDA receives Coppet Prize 2006
The Association of the Local Democracy Agencies (ALDA)
has been awarded the “European Prize of Coppet 2006”.
Every two years the Swiss European Forum of Coppet, made
up of representatives of the University of Geneva, The Foundation Denis de Rougement for Europe, and other stakeholders, donates the 12.000€ worth prize to persons or institutions that work in line with the ideals and visions of the
“Coppet Group” concerning a European identity. The last to
win the price was the French-German TV station ARTE.
With the decision, the Coppet Group acknowledges ALDA’s
efforts to foster human rights, local democracy and sustainable development in South East Europe and other European
regions. The unique and innovative methodology of multilateral decentralized cooperation has proven very successful in
the past 13 years and has included a network of more than
200 partners from 21 European countries.
The official prize ceremony will take place on the 27th of June ALDA‘s President Gianfranco Martini with Martine Brunschwig2006 at the Castle of Coppet, Switzerland. A press confer- Graf, President of the Coppet Price Jury
ence will be organised at Coppet Castle 11am the same day.

ALDA becomes member of Assembly of European Regions
The Association of the Local Democracy Agencies (ALDA) has joined the Assembly of European Regions (AER) as
an interregional Association. The AER was created in 1985 with the objective to give a voice to the regions and to
function as a link with European and international institutions. Its main aims are to promote subsidiarity and regional
democracy all over Europe. Currently, the network is comprised of 250 member regions from 30 European countries
and 12 interregional organisations and has its headquarter in Strasbourg.
The membership gives ALDA the opportunity to take part in all AER activities and meetings. However, as a consultative member, ALDA does not have the right to vote in the AER Bureau or General Assembly.
The decision will be formally confirmed by the next AER General Assembly in Palma de Mallorca (9 and 10 November 2006).
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New ALDA Position Paper published
ALDA has published a new position paper „The Local Democracy Agencies Programme as a stakeholder for peace and democracy in an enlarged Europe“ available for download on ALDA‘s website (www.ldaaonline.org, publications section). The
paper describes ALDA‘s strategy and objectives for the period 2006—2009. ALDA‘s core values reamin the promotion of
peace and democracy in Europe, ist main partners being civil society and local/regional authorities. An important aspect in
this debates is the participation of citizens in the decision-making process and the promotion of active European citizenship.

ALDA and the LDAs will endeavour to create a bridge between communities in Europe to promote understanding,
knowledge and skills based on the respect for human rights and democracy.
The proven methodology of multilateral decentralised cooperation among European local authorities and civil society
will be continued. ALDA’s geographic area includes South East Europe as a strategic area for Europe, the South
Caucasus, other pilot activities (such as Belarus) and activities within the EU directed in particular at partners and
members.
The new position paper is a follow-up of the first position paper which was published at the occasion of the 10th anniversary celebrations in Subotica in 2003.

ALDA enters the Euromed World!
ALDA, in cooperation with the Italian Youth National
Agency and SALTO-YOUTH EuroMed Resource Centre
(training Agency of the European Commission) was involved in the organization and in the management of the
training course "Education and Civilization" which was held
in Venice from 24 May— 1 June 2006.

Jordan, Turkey, Algeria, Egypt, Syria, Portugal, Spain,
France, Norway, Italy, Cyprus, Malta, Sweden, UK).

The course aimed at reflecting on Euro-Mediterranean
civilisations and the mutual influences they had upon
each other. In addition, the links between education and
civilisation were discussed to find out whether they are a
The training ad- driving force or a brake to the qualitative development of
dressed experi- the Euro-Mediterranean voluntary service.
enced
youth
workers coming Thanks to the involvement in the training, ALDA had the
from
Member opportunity to present its activities and projects and to
states and Meda establish fruitful contacts with 16 NGOs, mainly dealing
countries: 25 par- with youth and participation, which may become potenticipants from 17 tial partners in future ALDA projects.
different countries To know more about this activity: www.salto-youth.net/
(Palestinian, Is- euromed
rael,
Lebanon,

Approved accounts for 2005
The General Assembly of ALDA held in Budapest in June 2006 approved the accounts of ALDA for the year 2005. The
accounts which had been prepared by ALDA staff, KPMG Enterprises were officially presented by the Treasurer, M.
Jean Louis Testud and certified by the auditor CABINET BOOS.
The accounts amounted to 1,223,138€ in 2005, consolidating the Association’s level of the past two years. They were sound to
the legislation and rules of the accountability in France. A plus of 32,394€ could be registered which was assigned to be kept
as a reserve for future activities.

The full financial report and further information on the accounts 2005 can be found on ALDA’s website:
www.ldaaonline.org
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ALDA and LDA Kosovo present at Peace Fair in Paris
The Local Democracy Agency of Kosovo and the Association of the Local Democracy Agencies attended this year’s Fair for Peace Initiatives in
Paris on 3 and 4 July 2006.
The LDA Kosovo, through the support of the Council of Europe, had a stand with 6 young people coming from three different countries in South
East Europe (Serbia, Kosovo/UNMIK and the “Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”). The aim to bring these young people was to give them
insight in the organisation of fairs. They will organise a similar event in the Western Balkans as a follow-up.
Moreover, the LDA Kosovo and ALDA organised a workshop on “Peace Bulding in Ex-Yugoslavia” in the presence of Steve Duchene, Delegate LDA
Kosovo, Jean-Louis Testud, Deputy Mayor of Suresnes and ALDA Treasurer and Martial Paris, ALDA Project Manager. The fair and workshop gave
ALDA the opportunity to discuss the involvement of local authorities in the peace building process in South East Europe.

Study Visit to Puglia
In the framework of the MAHLDENET programme, ALDA organized a study visit for 10 Bosnian entrepreneurs in
cooperation with the Italian Region Puglia and the Local Democracy Agency in Mostar on 19 and 20 April 2006. The
MAHLDENET programme aims at fostering local economic development in South East Europe and to build up new
cultural, social and economic links between the Italian Region Puglia and the Bosnian city of Mostar.
The study visit gave the Bosnian entrepreneurs the opportunity to meet up with entrepreneurs from Italy and to exchange best practices. Prior to the study visit,
the Bosnian entrepreneurs participated in a
seminar on the opportunities of cooperation
between Region Puglia and Bosnia and Herzegovina which was held in the Chamber of
Commerce in Bari.
Undoubtedly, new business contacts were made during the two activities and ALDA will organize a follow-up event
for Italian entrepreneurs to Mostar in September.

Final event Active European Citizenship in Sinaia, Romania
The Association of the Local Democracy Agencies, through its Director, Antonella Valmorbida, attended the evaluation session
of the Year of the Democratic Citizenship through Education, launched by the Council of Europe in 2005. The meeting was
attended by the national coordinators of all Council of Europe member states. A number of NGOs dealing with democratic citizenship and adult education were also present.
The debate presented interesting and positive results of the year, however, underlined the low engagement of the national
governments, even if they had signed declaration.
The role of NGOs was highlighted in one of the workshops. Civil society and their organised groups were confirmed as an essential tool in democratic citizenship since
they are more flexible and can include the citizens in a more participative way. Indeed,
participation seems to be the key aspect that links the different topics.
The LDAs are implementing programmes on democratic citizenship and their role was
presented as an essential part of the objectives in their respective countries.
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Italian Civil Servants in ALDA‘s Vicenza Office
The Association of the Local Democracy Agencies has signed a new agreement with ANCI Lombardia (the Italian
Association of Municipalities) to host two young volunteers for 12 months within the framework of the Italian national
civil service. The volunteers will be given an insight into the international work of ALDA and will receive additional
professional training (96 hours) as well as a scholarship.
The new cooperation gives ALDA the opportunity to work with volunteers on a long-term basis. The first volunteers will start
in September 2006. Nevertheless, it is still possible to do an internship with ALDA in Strasbourg, Rome or in one of the field
offices for a period of 3—6 months. More information can be found on ALDA’s website (www.ldaaonline.org) and the website
of the Italian national civil service (www.serviziocivile.it)

ALDA brochure in Greek and Macedonian
The Association of the Local Democracy Agencies in cooperation with the Local Democracy Agency in Ohrid („Former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia“) has published for the first time its general brochure in Macedonian and Greek. Copies of the brochures can be ordered from the LDA in Ohrid (ldaohrid@aldaintranet.org) or the ALDA Office in Strasbourg (dorothee.fischer@aldaintranet.org).
The ALDA brochure is available in the following languages at present: English, French, Italian, German, Croatian,
Greek and Macedonian.

ALDA participating in Conference on the Cooperation of European Towns
The Slovak Association of Local Authorities organised a conference on cooperation of towns in Europe
which took place in Poprad, Slovakia on 29 and 30
June 2006. ALDA was represented by its Press Officer Dorothee Fischer who gave a presentation during one of the workshops. She was also able to
make many interesting and fruitful contacts among
them Cités Unies Belgium, the National Association
of Councillors (UK), the Spanish Association of Local
Authorities in Aragon and several NGOs. The conference concluded that it was very desirable to continue best practice exchanges among the 50 participants and use the Association of the Local Democracy Agencies as an appropriate network for this. ALDA
hopes to include the participants as future members
in its broad international network with more than 130
members in 21 countries.
The participants from France and Spain are discussing new ways of
cooperation during a traditional Slovak dinner.
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Meeting of Potential Partners of LDA Georgia
During a meeting of potential partners of the new Local
Democracy Agency in Kutaisi, Georgia which took place at
the Council of Europe, Strasbourg, on 21 February 2006,
the cities of Newport, Strasbourg and Nantes as well as
the Institute for Social Ethics (Kaunas, Lithuania) confirmed their strong interest to be partners in the future
Agency. Other potential partners not present at the meeting include the German city of Saarbrücken, the Danish
city of Odense, the Italian city of Vicenza, the British City of
Bristol and Norwegian cities through cooperation with KS,
the Norwegian Association of Municipalities.
The participants from Georgia, namely the Mayor of Kutaisi, representatives of the Kutaisi-Newport-Association,
Partners Georgia as and the Georgian government, unanimously expressed the need for an Agency in Kutaisi and
promised their full support. The Association of the Local
Democracy Agencies (ALDA) intends to open the new
Agency in June 2006 and the meeting in Strasbourg was
an important step in this direction. Now that the partners
are confirmed – with Strasbourg interested in being the
lead partner – ALDA will proceed with its fundraising for
the future Agency. The first projects will deal with youth
and women empowerment as well as capacity building of
local authorities.

ALDA events in Sarajevo within ANCI/ALDA and Mahldenet Programme
The Association of the Local Democracy Agencies
(ALDA) organised several events in Sarajevo, Bosnia
and Herzegovina from 15 – 17 February 2006. On 15
February, a meeting for the funds Friuli Venezia Giulia
within the projects Mahldenet/Transborder cooperation

interethnic dialogue (2004/2005) took place. This meeting was followed by the third Steering Committee of the
ANCI/ALDA programme on capacity building in South
East Europe which will finish off this December. During
the latter meeting, the first two years were
evaluated and an action plan for 2006 was
drafted. The next Training of Trainers within the
ANCI/ALDA programme will take place in Ohrid
in July 2006.
The events in Sarajevo were closed with a networking meeting on 17 February 2006 in the
presence of the Delegates of the LDAs and
ALDA staff. Priorities for a follow-up programme of the ANCI/ALDA programme were
identified and coordinated.
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Internal Training ALDA
For the first time, the Association of the Local Democracy Agencies organised an internal seminar to train the Delegates of the Local Democracy Agencies on issues of financial and project management, as well as networking and
public relations. The training took place on 7 and 8 February 2006 in Vicenza, Italy and was open to all the Delegates
of the 11 LDAs. This type of training will be organised on a regular basis in the future, so that new staff members in the
Agencies can easily integrate into their new working environment and acquire the skills needed to work in an LDA. The
idea behind the training is also to learn from each other and to exchange experiences on the topics that are relevant to
both ALDA and the LDAs. Like this, the internal communication will also be improved.

ALDA and LDA Kosovo present at Civil Society Forum from the
Western Balkans in Brussels
M. Stève Duchene, Delegate of the Local Democracy Agency Kosovo took the floor in the first Civil Society Forum
from the Western Balkans organized by the European Economic and Social Committee in Brussels on 27 and 28
March 2006. The Association of the Local Democracy Agencies was represented by its Director, Antonella Valmorbida.
During the Forum, the first one of its kind, a contact group on the Western Balkans was set up in order to improve the
dialogue with the civil society and adopt, together with their comments and suggestions, an action plan.
The European Economic and Social Committee represents a very unique and flexible instrument to include civil society
organisations from the Western Balkans into European Union institutions. The role of the civil society actors in the policy making and their importance in the different approaches of the EU towards enlargement in the region was highlighted.

Meeting of LDA lead partners in Mogliano Veneto
The Association of the Local Democracy
Agencies (ALDA) is organising a meeting
of the lead partners of the 11 Local Democracy Agencies (LDA) on 24 March
2006. The meeting will take place in the
Italian city of Mogliano Veneto, itself being
lead partner of the LDA in Sisak. The aim
of the meeting is to exchange experiences
and ideas and to make the cooperation
with the Agencies more sustainable. Practical issues such as fundraising, cooperation between local and international partners and the registration of the LDAs will
also be discussed.
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Transborder Cooperation—Gjilan/Gnjilane—Kumanovo-Vranje

LDA NEWS

The Local Democracy Agency Kosovo
with the support of the Council of Europe, organised study visit to Paris for a
group of 6 representatives of the transborder region MAKOSE (Macedonia,
Kosovo and Serbia). The visit took
place between 31 May and 9 June 2006
and the group was given the opportunity
to participate in the 2nd Salon of Peace
between 2 and 4 June 2006.
The following organisations participated
in the study visit: Local Democracy
Agency Kosovo, Centre Kosovar pour la
Copération Internationale de Gjilan,
Inter Ethnic Projet Kumanovo,
Doberva Kumanovo, Association Generator de Vranje, and ABC Center de
Vranje.
The aim of the study visit was to improve the contacts between the 6 participating organisations and to develop

new initiatives related to peace. Moreover,
through the participation in the fair, they
could obtain new capacities on how to
realise similar fairs themselves.
The activity was part of a series of transborder cooperation activities which had
started in 2003 and which receive the suppor of the Council of Europe. In 2004 and
2005, the LDA Kosovo organised transborder fairs for youth organisations in the
city of Kumanovo (« Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia ») and Gjilan/
Gnjilane (Kosovo/UNMIK). Other activities
include the publiation of a guide book on
transborder cooperation and the education
of
youth
leaders.
For the year 2007, the LDA Kosovo is
planning a new transborder fair in the region—but this time in Vranje, Serbia. A
donors’ conference on this topic will already be held this autumn.

Croatian journalists visited European institutions
The Local Democracy Agency in Sisak in
cooperation with ALDA organised a study
visit to the Council of Europe and the European Parliament in Strasbourg on 5 and 6
July 2006. Five journalists working for local
and national TV, radio stations or newspapers were welcomed by ALDA’s Press Officer Dorothee Fischer. They were given a
tour around the Council of Europe and met
Croatian the Press Officer of
the Council of Europe, Jelena
Drca, as well as Croatian lawyers at the European Court of
Human Rights. The visit was
completed by a discussion
with a Slovenian Member of
the European Parliament.

The study visit was financed by the
Croatian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and European Integration that the LDA
Sisak obtained for training Croatian
journalists on issues of European integration. The programme will be continued with a training course in Sisak
in September which several politicians
and journalists will attend.

Newsletter II/2006

Page 10

LDA Mostar involved in “All different, all equal”— campaign
The Council of Europe launched a follow-up campaign of the “All different, all equal” - campaign which has been in
existence for more than 10 years now. The new campaign will last for 1,5 years and will focus on diversity, human
rights and participation.
During this period, youth activities will take place all over Europe with different contact points having been set up. The
Local Democracy Agency in Mostar is the official contact point for Bosnia
and Herzegovina and will implement activities itself throughout the campaign.
For the official launch on 28 June, a fair for youth organisations was organised in the European Youth Centre in Strasbourg. ALDA was present with
an information stand and made many interesting contacts during the event.

Cremona meets Zavidovici
The Local Democracy Agency Zavidovici (Bosnia and Herzegovina) organised a journey to Zavidovici for civil society
and local authorities representatives from Cremona, Italy, between 18 to 21 May 2006, to celebrate their 10 years of
cooperation. The participants visited the local administration and civil society organisations in Zavidovici. They also
spent one day in the Bosnian capital, Sarajevo.
With its activities of the past 10 years, Cremona has made a very precious contribution to the development of Zavidovici after
the war, in particular through youth exchanges as well as programmes on capacity building and local economic development.

Partner Meeting LDA Mostar in Rome
The LDA Mostar organized a partner meeting in Rome at the field office of the Region Puglia on 10 May 2006. The
partner network of the LDA include the City of Mostar, City of Kajseri (Turkey), City of Kragujevac (Serbia), City of
Monfalcone, City of Montegrotto, Region Puglia, Region Siciliana (Italy), Region of Vejle (Denmark) and the Province
of Venice (Italy). A future strategy for the LDA was discussed which will continue the already existing projects on tourism and interethnic dialogue.

Meeting of Youth Councils in Kosovo
The Local Democracy Agency Kosovo is organizing a meeting of European Youth Councils in Gjilan, Kosovor from 8 to
15 September 2006. The motto of the meeting is “Youth participation to local politics’ decision-making processes, concerning them as a European value”. During the meeting (which is not a training-course), the participants will work on
the implementation of documents (video and written) promoting Youth Councils as a tool for youth participation in local
decision-making processes.
The deadline for application is 30 July 2006. For further information, please contact:
Chloé Wagner, LDA Kosovo, chloe_adlkosovo@yahoo.fr
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LDA CSS and Codess Social signed agreement for the Project “Handicap and Integration”
The Local Democracy Agency Central and Southern
Serbia (LDA CSS) and its partner organisation from Italy, CODESS Sociale, signed an agreement for the project “Handicap and integration: Creative Workshop as
job method and development of social enterprises”. The
LDACSS is taking over the role of project coordinator in
Serbia.

Actions in which representatives from Serbia will be involved in this project include:
•

Training needs assessment

•

Codess representatives mission in Serbia

The basic idea of the project “Handicap
and Integration’ is to indirectly improve the
treatment and rights of children and adults
with disabilities as well as to improve their
participation in public life. The methodology includes training of employees working in local authorities and in the civil sector
(mainly the social cooperative
“Vivere”). There will also be seminars and
study trips for the direct target groups as
well as creative workshops for disabled
people in the community in which they can
develop their skills and knowledge.
The social cooperative Vivere is the first
social cooperative opened in Kragujevac
thanks to the knowledge transferred
through two projects of the LDACSS and
the Codess Sociale on this issue.

The Social Cooperative in Kragujevac

LDA Mostar organised workshop on interethnic dialogue in secondary schools
The Local Democracy Agency Mostar organised a three-day workshop focused on interethnic dialogue in the secondary schools of Mostar from 27 to 29 April 2006. The workshop was the second activity implemented within the project
"To foster interethnic dialogue in the secondary schools of Mostar and its region", sponsored by the Government of
Luxembourg.
The project intends to stress the importance of teaching values such as democracy, interethnic dialogue and respect of
minority rights in the secondary schools of Mostar (Bosnia and Herzegovina).
So far, 4 trainings for teachers from 17 high schools of Mostar were held in Mostar. The topics dealt with included
“Democratic principles in education”, „Human rights in education“, „Dialogue and introduction to conflict analysis”, and
“How teachers can foster confidence building among different ethnic group”.
Another workshop will be organised this year to gather all the participants of the previous workshops as well as high
schools professors, representatives of the public administration and experts on education from the partner regions and
cities of the LDA Mostar.
On this occasion, “locals” and “foreigners” will discuss their experiences on how to raise attention on these issues and
exchange best practices on such fundamental topics as democracy, interethnic dialogue and the respect of minority
rights.
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10th anniversary of LDA Verteneglio
At the occasion of the 10th anniversary celebrations, the
LDA was proud to include a new partner, the Italian region
Friuli Venezia Giulia, in its network. This new partnership is
the result not only of the common history, culture and language of the Istrian Region and the FVG but is also due to
common activities and cooperation that the two institutions
The celebration started in the afternoon of the 4 May have been involved in in the past year.
with a meeting of the Partners of the Agency.
The Delegate, Tullio Fernetich, and Mr. Dario Ghisletta, The celebrations were accompanied by a workshop in the
representative of the Agency’s Lead Partner, the City context of the project COMPART - Comparing partnerships
of Bellinzona, presented the process of setting up the of the community initiative INTERACT in which the LDA of
Agency in Istria. They stressed the significance of the Verteneglio is the Croatian partner. The results of the first
local institutions as actors not only of the local territorial analysis were assessed. The representative of the Ministry
development but of an international development of Foreign Affairs and European Integrations of Croatia,
based on acceptance of the European principles and Mr.Hrvoje Franuši, presented the new financial perspective
for the period 2007-2013, the Instrument of Pre-Accession
rules.
and the representative of the Italian Ministry of Foreign AfAll the partners expressed not just the willingness but a fairs, Mr. Giampietro Pizzo stressed the importance of a
strong commitment to continue the support of the Euro-Mediterranean cooperation.
Agency and its activities. The partners stated that the
project of the LDAs not only contributed to the develop- The event ended with Mr. Sergio Bernich, Vice President of
ment of a democratic society but that they are also the Istrian Region, underling the importance for this border
helping the country to enter the European Union, an territory and the efforts that the region is making to enter the
EU.
added value of the decentralised cooperation.
On the 4 and 5 May 2006, the Local Democracy
Agency of Verteneglio celebrated its 10th anniversary.
Ten years ago on the same date and in the same place
the agreement of the establishment of the Local Democracy Embassy of Verteneglio had been signed.
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Conference on Micro Credit Schemes in Nis
The Local Democracy Agency Central and Southern Serbia (LDACSS) and the Association of the Local Democracy
Agencies organised a conference on “The Right to Economic Initiative for a Local Sustainable Development: The micro
credits potentials” in Nis, Serbia, on 6 and 7 March 2006.
The conference was sponsored by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Norway and the city of Nis. It was the first time that
a conference on such a topic was organised in the region and more than 50 participants took part in the interactive and
dynamic debates.
The different keynote speakers (representatives of
the Ministry for Economy and Privatization, National
Department for Employment, Regional Center for
SMEs, University of Belgrade and Entrepreneurs)
presented their different views on the subject.
Mr Jon Ostgaard from Business Innovation Programs (Norway) presented the different activities
developed in the universities and high schools of the
Balkans in order to develop an entrepreneurship
spirit.
At the end of the conference, a working group was
created composed of representatives of the LDA CSS, the city of Nis, the Department for Employment and entrepreneurs. The working group will present the main conclusions of the conference to the Central Government.

LDA Kosovo was selected contact point for Salto Youth
Since the inauguration of the LDA Kosovo in 2003, the
Agency has concentrated on youth activities. There are
two main reasons for this interest. Firstly, the majority of
the Agency’s partners are active in the field of youth projects. Furthermore, Kosovo has the youngest population of
Europe; indeed 60% of the population is less than 30
years old. The fact that the LDA in Kosovo has become a
"contact point" for the YOUTH programme of the European Commission will reinforce the organization of youth
activities in the LDA.

Europe in the YOUTH programme. To facilitate this work,
SALTO YOUTH SEE labelled 12 "contact point" associations in the Balkans, but until now no organization had
been designated for this label in Kosovo. With the designation of the LDA in Kosovo, this has now been
achieved. The documents which presented the LDA’s
experience in the youth sector, and particularly the youth
info-point of the ALDA/ANCI programme, supported by
the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, convinced the Commission.

From now on, as a "contact point ", the LDA Kosovo will
play an important role in informing young people in Kosovo. The relations with the SALTO YOUTH SEE office
will be intensified and information activities aiming to promote the participation of youth associations in the
YOUTH programme will be organized regularly. For more
information on the implementation of the "contact point"
please contact Stève DUCHENE:
cenLocated in Ljubljana, Slovenia, SALTO YOUTH SEE be- tre_gjilan@yahoo.fr
longs to a network of 8 SALTO YOUTH centres created
within the framework of the European Commission to fa- For additional information, visit the following web site:
cilitate the training and contacts of the Commission’s SALTO YOUTH SEE: http://www.salto-youth.net/SEE/
YOUTH programme. The office in Ljubljana is responsible
for improving the participation of countries in South East
During the transborder fair for youth NGOs in Gjilan/
Gnjilane in September 2005, which was organized by the
LDA in Kosovo together with the financial and political
support of the Council of Europe, Sonja MITTER, coordinator of the SALTO YOUTH SEE office, presented her
organization to the participants from Kosovo, Macedonia
and Serbia.
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Seminar Women and Violence LDA Sisak
The Local Democracy Agency Sisak participated in the seminar „Women and Violence: Local Community Services“
that was held in Mogliano Veneto, Italy, lead partner city of the LDA, on 28 March 2006.
The aim of the seminar was to present different services for women victims of domestic violence and to exchange
experiences and problems among professionals working in this field.
The LDA Sisak presented its SOS phone line for the victims of domestic violence which is operating since 2003. The
seminar was organised by Department for Equal Opportunities of the city of Mogliano Veneto.
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ALDA
Members +
Partners

Summer School on Minorities
The Hungarian member of ALDA, the NGO Nete (International European Training Centre), is organising an international summer school on the topic “Minorities in the European
Union: cultural plurality or conflict?”. The school will take place in Budapest between 4
and 16 September 2006. 30 people from all over Europe will gather to discuss the topic.
Working languages will be English and French.
For further information, contact
Csaba Tibay
tibay@csabanete.hu
info@nete.hu
Tel.: 36/20/264.04.16 or 36/20/951.71.71

ALDA‘s partner NGO organised Human Rights Tour through Georgia
The Georgian NGO “International Union Ertoba” conducted a human rights campaign
throughout Georgia between 22 and 28 May 2006. International participants from Azerbaidjan, Armenia, Georgia, Italy and Portugal – including members from the ALDA network – travelled through Georgia to inform the citizens on human rights issues. They
stoped in Kutaisi where ALDA will open a Local Democracy Agency in September. The
campaign included theatre performances, brochures and other promotional material as
well as a media campaign. It was sponsored by the Council of Europe’s Youth Centre.
After this year’s success, International Union Ertoba decided to organise similar campaigns every year.
For more information on the campaign, please contact
Nana Saghinashvili, Director International Union Ertoba: internationalu@yahoo.com
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Former
stagiaires
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In the past three years, many young talented people have worked as stagiaires for ALDA. Some of them have continued working in the area of decentralised cooperation and
international relations, others have started a career in a totally different area. We decided from now onwards to invite one of the former stagiaires to report about their life after
ALDA. In this edition, Joshua Wright who used to be a staigaire in the Strasbourg Office from January—June 2004 will write about his worldwide adventures...

Dear ALDA community,
When I finished my traineeship with ALDA in July 2004, I remember thinking, “How will I adjust to a
normal working environment after the dynamism of ALDA?” I needn’t have worried, because nothing
normal was in store. In fact, the flexibility and quick reaction time I developed at ALDA have been my
most valuable assets in the two years since then. I’ve been working on a series of short- and mediumterm contracts that have taken me halfway around the planet and back.
After ALDA, I moved to Kosovo, to be the press officer of the Council of Europe’s Election Observation Mission. I soon discovered that living and working in the Balkans is a very different experience
from working on Balkan issues from abroad. The issues become very concrete once you are talking to
people who do not have a consistent supply of electricity, or who had traumatic experiences during
armed conflict. Life in Kosovo was not about political ideologies or altruistic ideals, but material problems: the smell of coal-dust in the air, the potholes in the road, the dust on your shoes.
My original intention was to stay in Kosovo for three months and then leave for an internship with
Reuters news service. Other internationals seemed eager to leave as well: many fled to Greece and
other neighboring countries on the weekends. But I was intrigued by both the local culture and the atmosphere of the UN-run international administration, so I began looking for a way to stay. I found a job
with the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) doing press work for Kosovo’s
Temporary Media Commissioner; when that project was done, I found another with the Assembly of
Kosovo. The personal and professional challenges were stimulating, but eventually they took a toll. By
June 2005, I was ready for a change, and fortunately, I was able to find one.
In the spring of 2005, Afghanistan was preparing for its first parliamentary elections and many of the
international advisors the UN hired to oversee this process had worked in the OSCE missions in Kosovo and Bosnia and Herzegovina. Hearing that they were looking for staff, I submitted my resume and
ended up getting hired to be the press officer for the Electoral Complaints Commission.
I ended up staying in Kabul, Afghanistan for seven months, and what I experienced there made
Kosovo look like a luxury resort. Open sewers lined the streets. Families lived in houses made of mud.
Women walked the streets in burqas. Protests and rocket attacks were commonplace, and there were
several suicide bombers. The rule of law, principles of democratic governance, even a tradition of serious central government were all very weak, and the Electoral Complaints Commission became embroiled with several public controversies, including the question of what to do about the warlords who
had helped defeat the Taliban regime but undermined the central government’s authority and the rule
of law.
Glutton for punishment that I am, I stayed on after the election to set up the press office for the inau-
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guration of the new Parliament. By the time I went home, I was truly exhausted and there were only two things I
wanted: a hot shower and an opportunity to think over all the unusual experiences I’d just been bombarded with
over the previous two years. To take care of the first, I took a stopover in Istanbul, where I spent three hours in a
traditional hamam or steambath. For the second, I began preparing applications to go back to school.
I was fortunate enough to be accepted to the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, where I
will be studying international security and international development starting this September. In the meantime I
am back in Kosovo, doing press work for the Ombudsperson and soaking up my last months in Europe before I
return to the United States.

Joshua Wright
Pristhinë/Priština
May 2006

Joshua serves wine as an ALDA intern (above). Now
he looks and acts like a local in Kosovo...
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New ALDA Members and LDA partners
•

The City of Strasbourg, France (new member of ALDA)

•

Sund Municipality, Norway (new member of ALDA)

•

Alun Fouconnier, individual, France (new member ALDA)

•

Moris Bonacin, individual, Italy (new member ALDA)

ALDA Agenda July — November 2006
10—13 July Human Rights Fair Nantes, France
18—24 July TOT on Participatory Planning Process within ANCI/ALDA programme, Ohrid, the „Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia“
17— 20 August Belarus evaluation meeting
7 and 8 September Opening of the Local Democracy Agency in Kutaisi, Georgia
8—15 September Meeting of Youth Councils in Gjilan/Gnjilane, Kosovo/UNMIK
12 September Steering Committe, Active Citizenship Programme 2006, Ravenna, Italy
13 and 14 September Workshop on Media and Communication, Project „Cities for Peace and Democracy in Europe“, Karditsa, Greece
15—17 September NGO Festival in Minsk, Belarus
18 September Partner Meeting LDA CSS, Suresnes, France
19—21 September Mahldenet Meeting, Bari
21 September Partner Meeting LDA Montenegro, Kotor, Montenegro
25 - 30 September TOT on European Affairs within ANCI/ALDA programme, Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina
5—8 October Workshop on Tools and Methodology of Participation of Civil Society within the Project „Cities for Peace and Democracy
in Europe“, Perugia, Italy
7—8 October NGO Fair Strasbourg, France
7 October Peace Fair in Venice, Italy
October Mahldenet Teachers Course
26 and 27 October Evaluation Session Italian partners—LDA Sisak and 10th anniversary celebrations LDA Sisak
3 November Balkan Meeting in Lausanne, Switzerland
7 -9 November Compa Fair Bologna, Italy
14 November Workshop on youth within the project „Cities for Peace and Democracy“, Tremblay, France
November Peace School project „Cities for Peace and Democracy“, Venice, Italy
November Steering Committee Meeting Cards Media Programme, Strasbourg, France

CONTACTS

Branch Office in Italy

Headquarter
c/o Council of Europe, Office 1024
Avenue de l‘Europe

22, Stradella della Racchetta

F—67075 Strasbourg

I—36100 Vicenza

Tel.: 0033 3 90 21 45 93

Tel.: 0039 0444 540 146

Fax: 0033 3 88 41 37 47

Fax: 0039 0444 231 043

Main Staff:

Financial Officer: Barbara Elia

Director: Antonella Valmorbida

barbara.elia@aldaintranet.org

antonella.valmorbida@aldaintranet.org

Fundraising Officer and Project Manager. Marco Boaria

Director‘s Assistant: Martial Paris

Marco.boaria@aldaintranet.org

martial.paris@aldaintranet.org
Project Manager: Stefania Toriello
stefania.toriello@aldaintranet.org
Press Officer and Project Manager: Dorothee Fischer
dorothee.fischer@aldaintranet.org

www.ldaaonline.org

ALDA newsletter also available online
The ALDA newsletter is published three times per year and is also available for download on our website www.ldaaonline.org
If you wish us to give feedback or subscribe/unsubscribe to our mailing lists, please write to Dorothee Fischer, Press Officer
ALDA:

dorothee.fischer@aldaintranet.org

