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On the 16th of May 2008 in Vienna, the 
General Assembly of ALDA elected the new 
Governing Board and its Bureau. The new 
Governing Board, appointed for four years, 

is now composed as follows : 

Bureau :                                                                     
President, Mr. Per Vinther (DK) 
Vice President, City of Kargujevac, Mr. Do-
brica Milovanovic (Serbia) 
Vice President, Region Puglia, Mr. Bernardo 
Notarangelo (IT) 
Treasurer, Wolverhampton City Council, Mr. 
Roger Lawrence (UK) 
Secretary, City of Bydgoszcz, Mrs. Imislawa 

Gorska (Poland) 

Other elected members of the Governing 
Board :  

Region Friuli Venezia Giulia: M. Renzo 
T o n d o ( I T ) 
Region Istria: Mr. Oriano Otocan (Croatia) 
City of Monfalcone: M. Lucio Gregoretti (IT) 
Asael: Mr. Jesus Sola Sevilla (Spain) 
Local Democracy Agency Sisak: Ms. Paula 
Rauzan (Croatia), as representative of the 

Consultative Committee of the LDAs. 

7 statutory members will be appointed by the 

Congress of Local and Regional Authorities. 

The programme of ALDA was presented, by 
Antonella Valmorbida, Director, and ap-
proved by the General Assembly focusing 

on : 

 Support of the Local Democracy 
Agencies in South Eastern Europe 

and in the Caucasus ; 

 Support the European Active Citizen-

ship with its members in Europe ; 

  Develop pilot activities in other re-

gions in Eastern Europe ; 

 To strengthen the organization ; 

 Focus on the technical assistance 

work  ; 

 To develop further contacts with Euro-

pean institutions  

ALDA„s Governing Board 
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Dear Readers, 
 
As most of you know there have recently been changes to the ALDA Board and Bu-
reau. The new Governing Board seems a healthy mix of some new and some not so 
new members with a fairly balanced representation from the host countries of the 
LDAs and from old and new EU member states. This balance will be rounded off with 
the appointment of statutory members representing the Council of Europe and the 
Congress of Local and Regional Authorities. A very positive element is that Imka 
Gorska, representing our recent member Bydgoszcz in Poland, was elected to the GB 
and subsequently to the Bureau as Secretary of our Association, vastly redressing the 
gender imbalance in the Bureau. Details of all this you may find on our website. 
 
As the new ALDA President I have already pledged to take the Association forward in 
the spirit of now Honorary President Gianfranco Martini but I would also like to pledge 
a commitment to the core values and objectives of ALDA: promoting local democracy 
and respect for human and minority rights, where possible assisting sustainable deve-
lopment in South Eastern Europe, and last not least encouraging, facilitating, and pro-
viding training on active European citizenship. 
 
Some of you might stop reading here and think “here we go again!” but the trouble is 
that we all in our daily tasks maybe sometimes forget that these values and objectives 
are what ALDA and the LDAs are all about! Certainly, in all the practical and necessa-
ry activities running a fairly large NGO like ours I sometimes need to remind myself 
that the accounts and the meeting reports and the fund raising are means to an end 
and not an end in themselves. 
 
So, pursuing our objectives we will in the second half of the year make sure that the 
Micro Credit scheme in SEE finally becomes operational, we will open a new LDA in 
Shkodra in Albania by mid-October, we will organise a Town Twinning Conference in 
Sarajevo together with the Council of European Municipalities and Regions in early 
October, and lead or participate in a number of other projects, which reflect the ALDA 
values and objectives. We also now have the means to start looking into the possibili-
ties of extending in a foreseeable future the network of LDAs in Southern Caucasus 
to comprise also Adzerbajdzan and Armenia. 
 
In addition, we will strengthen further our presence in Brussels working closely with 
the EU Institutions and Bodies as well as with the many other organisations represen-
ted there. The European Commission has recognised our activities on active citizens-
hip within the “Europe for Citizens” programme by awarding us an operating grant for 
2008 as well as for 2009. And it goes almost without saying that we will continue to 
work closely with the Congress and the Council of Europe itself in Strasbourg. 
 
I wish you a pleasant and restful summer and hope to see you again in the autumn 
with the batteries fully charged and brimming with new ideas and initiatives. 
In conclusion, let me remind you that I am always prepared to listen to your com-
ments and suggestions, which I invite you to send to me by e-mail on 
per.vinther@aldaintranet.org . 
 

Per Vinther, new President 

of ALDA 

mailto:per.vinther@aldaintranet.org
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ALDA„s conference on active citizenship in Vienna  
A conference on Citizens' Participation organised by ALDA and the European Federalist of Austria (JEF) took 

place on the 15th of May in Vienna. As an introduction, Friedhelm Frischenschlager, federal Chairman of UEF; Per 

Vinther, Executive President of ALDA; Alexander Lesigang from the Association of Austrian Cities and towns and 

Ulrich Bohner, Secretary General of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities explained the importance of 

participatory democracy. Several people from organisations such as youth movements, Italian or Austrian local au-

thorities or institutions presented their own projects concerning the implementa-

tion of participatory democracy focused on young citizens.  Antonella Valmor-

bida, ALDA’s director, insisted on the fact that Europe should be something ac-

cessible to all its citizens and not only an elite and that people from the most 

politically remote areas should be consulted on the Union's future. The partici-

pants agreed that the next step should be to implement active citizenship pro-

jects focusing on European identity and use new communication tools with youth 

for a more active local decision making process.  

With a minute-long, standing ovation, the General 

Assembly of ALDA on 16 May 2008 in Vienna paid 

tribute to its popular president of the past nine 

years, Gianfranco Martini, and named him Hono-

rary President of ALDA in recognition of his tire-

less engagement in furthering the aims of the As-

sociation. 

Since the opening of the first Local Democracy 

Agency in Subotica in 1993 and the later founding 

of the Association of LDAs in 1999, Gianfranco 

Martini has been a key figure synonymous with the 

entire process. Nobody could have failed to notice 

his lasting concern for the prospects of the count-

ries of South Eastern Europe in the wider Europe-

an context, both in terms of future membership of 

the European Union and in terms of the peoples of 

this tormented region being able to live in peace 

and dignity – and eventually prosperity - alongside 

each other.  

This concern of his has been expressed among 

other things by his constant vigilance and at times 

criticism with respect to EU support for the region, 

i.e. support under the CARDS Programme and the 

Stabilisation and Association Process or the unsa-

tisfactory access of towns and cities from the Wes-

tern Balkans to the EU funded twinning program-

mes. On the other hand, he has also tirelessly 

been soliciting political as well as financial support for ALDA activities 

from other stakeholders. 

Characteristically, his concern has been expressed with vigour – and 

also with humour - within ALDA, within the Congress of Local and 

Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe, within AICCRE/

CEMR, and within many other relevant fora. 

Those who think that Gianfranco Martini will chose to rest on his laurels 

do not know him very well. He intends to remain active, be it within AL-

DA, be it elsewhere. Within the remit of the ALDA Scientific Committee 

he will pursue his passion for observing and analysing political develop-

ments in South Eastern Europe, the fruits of which could provide the 

basis for future ALDA projects for the benefit of the region. 

ALDA‘s Honorary President Gianfranco Martini  
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During the last day of the 15th Plenary Session of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities, the Associa-

tion of Local Democracy Agencies was at the centre of the debate "Democracy and local governance in South

-East Europe – the role of ALDA". 

For this occasion, M. Dario GHISLETTA spoke about the important role that plays the association in strengthen-

ing good governance and democracy in South Eastern Europe. After that the honorary president of ALDA, M. 

Gianfranco MARTINI delivered a speech about the importance of ALDA and its close links with the Congress of 

Local and Regional Authorities. The new president of the Association, M. Per VINTHER who was elected during 

last general assembly on the 16th May 2008 in Vienna, delivered a speech about the future relationship of the 

Association and its creator. 

Furthermore, the New Congress Charter where it is 

said that "The Congress considered it important for 

the organisation of Congress activities to reflect the 

consolidation of its political role in a Europe where 

local democracy is an essential requirement for build-

ing a society founded on peace, democracy and sta-

bility" was adopted. 

During the whole session, ALDA had an info-point 

just in front of the hemicycle. This event was an occa-

sion to inform the Congress members and other par-

ticipants of the ongoing and future activities of the 

association.   

Launching conference of the Emanzipar Project 

ALDA is partner of the new project Emanzipar led by the Spanish association ASAEL (Asociacion Aragonesa de 
Entidades Locales). Eight other associations are also involved, namely Province of Reggio Emilia, Auxilium, Business and 
Development Center, Local Councils Association, Bouska 
District Council, Baltic Fem, Youth Engagement Services, 
Larnace Disctrict Development Agencies. The principal goal 
of the project is to promote Europe among young Europeans 
through the fight against domestic violence and the promotion 
of gender equality. This is to show to them that Europe is 

very active in this area. 

The first Steering Committee meeting with all the partners 
had been organised in ALDA's headquarters in Strasbourg on 
the 28th March 2008. The action plan and the schedule of the 

project has been determined during this kick-off meeting. 

Per Vinther’s speech during the Congress’ Session 
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Vicenza hosts the final event of the project “Europe in dialogue with its citi-

zens” 

On 9 May, on the occasion of the Europe’s day, the La 

Vigna Library of Vicenza hosted the final event of the 

ALDA project “Europe in Dialogue with its Citizens”. 

The meeting was organized by ALDA staff with the aim of 

gathering together the partners of the project for present-

ing and sharing the results of the local seminars in front of 

the 50 participants representatives of local authorities and 

NGOs from the Vicenza area. 

Prof Bagnara, director of the La Vigna Library opened the 

working session by declaring to be very pleased of hosting 

such an important event for Vicenza and explaining that 

the Library, with its international character, represented 

the perfect environment to realize it. 

Then the representative of the Vicenza Province Mrs. 

Ciaravola expressed her greetings on behalf o two asses-

sors Mr. Pellizzari and Mr. Dalla Pozza, and said that the 

Province is very much involved in European issues being 

also a member of ALDA. Antonella Valmorbida, director of 

ALDA highlighted the importance that the field of Active 

Citizenship has assumed for ALDA, which is a member of 

the working group of the EU Commission on this field, and 

has recently obtained a significant recognition of the qual-

ity of its projects. She also stressed that this little project 

had the virtue to make people discuss about Europe and 

the importance of having active European citizens. After 

that, Martial Paris, coordinator of the project, explained the 

main objectives, the structure and the expected results of 

the activities carried out. 

The partners present at the event were six: Balkan Assist 

Association from Bulgaria, The Association of Romanian 

Municipalities, INDEX from Cyprus, The Denmark Asso-

ciation of Local Authorities, LGI from Hungary, and Mas 

Democracia from Spain.The representative of each or-

ganization took then the floor to present the results of the 

seminars they organized. 

At the end of the session, Mrs. Valmorbida gave her final 

speech talking about the need to continue this path in or-

der to raise awareness on what EU represents for EU citi-

zens, especially by reaching people with a lower level of 

education which do not feel involved in the topic of Active 

European Citizenship. She stressed the importance of 

finding the right way to communicate the message without 

loosing its substance. 

In addition, Marco Boaria explained the possible actions 

foreseen by the Europe for Citizens programme, inviting 

the partners to elaborate together new project proposals 

with the aim of ensuring a follow up to the project and to 

continue the positive co-operation established through its 

implementation.Once the working session had finished, a 

representative of the Committee No dal Molin took the 

floor in order to explain how the Committee was able to 

involve citizens of Vicenza by organizing spaces for de-

bate and express their opinions on the enhancing of the 

American military base, thus putting into practice methods 

of real active citizenship. Participants had finally time to 

make questions and to continue the discussion about 

European identity and the future of Europe 

Conference on Civil Society for Gender Equality in Europe 

ALDA organised a conference on the 7th and 8th of March for the project “Civil Society for Democracy and Gender 

equality in Europe” held with the Italian association “Identity and Dialogue” and the Slovak association 

“Professional women”. For this event, a questionnaire has been distributed among civil society representatives, asso-

ciations, universities… During the conference, the participants have had the possibility to debate with experts from the 

Council of Europe, the Centre of information for women and families’ rights. The 8th of March was the occasion to 

celebrate the women international day.  
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The closing conference of the project "Civil society 

for Democracy and Gender Equality in Europe" 

has been organised on Tuesday the 3rd June in Bari, 

Italy. This final conference of the project, supported 

by the Europe for Citizens Program 2007-2013, 

was organised by the italian association Identity and 

Dialogue in partnership with the Slovak association 

Professional Women and the Association of Local 

Democracy Agencies. 

During this conference, organised at the faculty of 

political sciences of the University of Bari, each part-

ner of the project presented first their association and 

then the results of the survey organised in the coun-

tries involved (Italy, Slovakia, France). After that, the 

Carlo Paolini, counsellor of city of Bari, delivered a 

speech on the importance of such events for his city and 

for the citizens.    

ALDA in the Western Balkans Civil Society Forum Ljubljana 4-5 June 2008 
Under the Slovenian Presidency of EU Council, the Second Western Balkans Civil Society Forum was held in Ljubljana 4

-5 June. More than 140 participants, members of the European Economic and Social Committee, representatives of civil 

society organisations from Western Balkans countries were present in the meeting. Inaugural session was chaired by Mr. 

Dimitris Dimitriadis, President of the European Economic and Social Council. 

 

The first day was dedicated to an overview of the relations between the European Union and the Western Balkans, and a 

vivid debate on the role of civil society in enhancing the democratic stability and EU perspective for all the countries of the 

region was held. In the key note presentation by Mr. Philippe Claret, Director of the Scientific and Research Centre for the 

Balkans of the University in Bordeaux, emphasised the need for improving the culture of political dialogue and citizen partici-

pation in public life. Mr. Jan Truszczynski, Deputy Director-General, DG Enlargement, EC, reiterated the need for in-

creased EU financial assistance to the local civil society in the countries of the region. Bearing this in mind, the Committee 

has continued and strengthened the reforms that were begun in earlier years, which aim, among other things, better to re-

flect the diversity and the development of organised civil society. Thus, the EESC is increasingly involving NGOs and Euro-

pean trans-national networks into a more structured civil dialogue and communication on democratic consolidation and EU 

perspective of the Western Balkans. 

 

ALDA was represented in the panel discussion on developing institutions for civil dialogue by Mr. Oriano Otocan, member 

of the Governing Board, and Stanka Parac, LDA Support Manager, who presented both the activities of ALDA at regional 

and European level and the LDA-s thematic priorities. Consultations on further actions will be continued in which ALDA will 

play an active role. 
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Pearl .EU Project  

It is going towards its end, PEARL.EU project (Platform Enhanc-
ing Adriatic Region Links in Europe), promoted by ALDA and Mu-
nicipality of Lecce and by Ravenna one of the 10 Italian local 
authorities and 11 among local authorities and LDAs from the Bal-
kan area. The seminar intends to focus on the results of the pro-
ject, the input for the social and economic development and the 

strengthening of relations among the involved countries. 

 
It is foreseen the participation of 50 people among mayors, high 
officers and clerks from the partners towns: municipality of Lecce, 
municipality of Bari, Gorizia, Monfalcone, Ravenna, Trieste Udine, 
Venezia (ITALY), Mostar, Prijedor, Zavidovici (BH), Sisak, Verte-
neglio, the County of Baranja Osijek (HR), the provinces of Bari 
and Brindisi, Region Puglia, the local democracy agencies of Mo-
star and Prijedor, Osijek, Sisak, Vertenglio and Zadidovici. Also 
the town of Scutari and the Local Democracy Agency of Niksic 
(Montenegro) and Subotica (Serbia) will be involved  

 

A session of the seminar has been dedicated to the future per-
spectives of the project. Region Emilia Romagna, Province of Ra-
venna and the Chamber of Commerce Italian-Bosniac will attend. 
The event will be also connected in the Campaign "1001 Actions 
for the Dialogue", promoted by the Foundation Euro-
Mediterranean Anna Lindt for the dialogue among cul-
tures.PEARL.EU project has been implemented with the support 
of the European Commission, Interreg-Cards-Phare. During the 
project implementation, the partners debated on relevant topics 
such as good governance and participation of citizens to the life of 
the towns and to local and European politics and elaborated legis-
lative proposals in order to contribute to the juridical and adminis-
trative harmonization. In other words, another successful step has 
been made towards the strengthening of relations between the 
two sides of the Adriatic Basin and towards the approaching of 
countries like Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina to the European 

adventure.  

News letter I I/2008  

"Enhancing relations in the Adriatic Basin in Europe", Final seminar  
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LDA NEWS LDA Youth Centre in Nis 

Through the EU funded project “Youth-

the right direction” aiming to enhance 

promotion and visibility of the Youth 

programme in South Eastern Europe 

and Caucasus, the LDA Central and 

Southern Serbia youth activists consoli-

dated the project of setting up a Youth 

Centre in the City of Niš. 

The Youth Centre will include several 

departments such as Info Centre, EU 

Club, Project Centre and Volunteer 

Centre. Youth empowerment is the 

main goal of the project as youth is the 

driving force of the country. It aims also 

to promote youth international mobility, 

to foster project development for the 

youth in Niš and to provide information 

on education and job possibilities as 

well as on European Union. 

Fully motivated and enthusiastic youth 

ambassadors as well as LDACSS youth 

activists and staff are working to the 

opening of the Youth Centre that in-

cludes already a comprehensive small 

library, research on youth in Niš and 

database on potential partners. 

Our commitment to this issue resulted in 

several project proposals submitted to 

various donors for support of the Youth 

Centre. 

During the month of May Serbian Minis-

try for Youth and Sport approved one of 

our projects for support. 

LDA Youth Centre is now included in 

the official programme of the Ministry for 

Youth and Sport for raising capacities of 

youth organizations. 

Further trainings in are planned to give 

necessary tools to the activists of LDA 

Youth Centre. 

Youth Centre is 

always looking for 

new partners who 

are sharing the same stand about the im-

portance of working with young people 

and are willing to be actively involved with 

the idea of LDA Youth Centre. 

For any further information, feel free to 

contact the LDA Central and Southern 

Serbia: 

ldacss@aldaintranet.org 

ldanis@ptt.rs 

milena.celic@gmail.com 
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Collaboration between the City of Suresnes, the City of Kragujevac 

and LDACSS 

LDACSS participation enagagement with project “Co.Ar.Pa. - Agriculture 

Cooperatives on Equal Opportunities”  

Over the past period, LDACSS staff together with representative from ZNIC – Women’s Nis Information Center, 
partner organization in this project, took participation in the meeting organized by LDA Osijek and held in Osijek, 
Croatia on 21 and 22nd April. There, they presented research on territorial analysis and results of the interviews 

made with different woman entrepreneurs form Nis region.  

Based on the instructions received during this meeting, LDACSS and ZNIC, realized the process of selection of  5 
women that took part in the training seminar for women entre-
preneurs in Avezzano, Italy, from 30th May till 8th Jun. The 
training was organized by Mountain Community “Valle Roveto” 

and the organization “Gal Marsica”. 

Women were trained at different educational lessons about 
enterprise management and organizational process, productive 
process, market, strategic and operative marketing, budget, 
the management control and to write business plans. They 
also had a chance to meet Italian entrepreneurs active in the 
same field as themselves, to exchange experience with them 
and to make contacts for possible future cooperation. Women 
were also hosted by different enterprises dealing with pottery, 

ceramic objects, textile and traditional food.  

Following the fruitful collaboration between the City of Suresnes and the City of Kragujevac on Kolibri project, 

aiming to reinforce childhood protection for marginalized families in Kragujevac, all stakeholders decided to raise 

the level of cooperation.  

With LDACSS support, both cities elaborated a new project submitted to the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. It 

proposes to create an innovative transversal coordinated network between local stakeholders dealing with the 

protection of pre-school children. The new methodology developed in Suresnes and applied in Kragujevac 

through this project will serve as a model of good practice that will be further used in defining city social policies 

in all other areas. During the month of May we got news that the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs decided to 

support and finance this project. We are looking forward to the implementation.  
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Liverpool, the European Capital of Culture 2008., was the host of the major international conference held from 1st – 

3rd of May to mark the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue 2008. The delegation from Subotica, composed of 

Ms. Andrea Losonc, Mayor’s office and Stanka Parac, Delegate of Local Democracy Agency Subotica were among 

the participants of the event that gathered around 200 representatives of local authorities from across Europe, as 

well as from US, Canada and Australia.The main topics presented and discussed in interactive thematic workshops 

were related with a number of key issues and challenges of moving from traditional multicultural society towards in-

novative and more dynamic concept of building intercultural bridges, with particular emphasis on the local urban con-

text. Plenty of approaches and methods of reaching the most approapriate local solutions to existing local cultural 

diversity related challenges include among others: the intercultural lens, intercultural innovators, the need for new 

indicators of interculturalism.  

The participants had excellent opportunities to explore the city of Liverpool and the regeneration /development plans 

developed so far in order to mark the main events of the Year, but also to further develop its long term economic, 

social, cultural policies. In many ways, the visit to the Community Urban Centre, was an excellent example illustrat-

ing efforts aimed at local cohesion and inclusion of marginalised groups. Their effective participation in decision 

making process at the local community level represent the grounds for sustainable and instututionalised mechanism 

of activating the individual potentials for intercultural exchange and understanding. 

Meeting of the Programme COARPA in Osijek, 21st and 22nd of April 2008 

The programme COARPA, (Cooperativa Artigianan di Parità ) 

financed by “Adriatic new neighbourhood programme" 

INTERREG/ CARDS-PHARE  is approching to the end. All 

the partners have had a meeting in Osijek, Croatia, the 21st 

and 22nd of April 2008. The aim of this meeting was to dis-

cuss the researches done by the partners from Osijek, Nis 

and Zavidovici.  

 

Studies on opportunities of women’s enterpreneurship have 

been presented these last months and now the project will 

enter in its last part, that’s to say sharing the best practices 

among the partners. All along the project, the most accurate 

examples have been collected by the parties involved in order 

to improve the situation in their countries. 

 

The next steps of the project will be the identification of a spe-

cific thematic brand on "women's certified products".  
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LDA Georgia launches two new projects 

LDA Georgia will participate and contribute to a new project, "Active Georgia. Women’s 
Academy" funded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland. The Polish 
Foreign Affairs ministry defined they key areas of support to Georgia, which includes: 
 

 Agricultural sector and development of rural areas; 
 

 Growth of local self-government; 
 

 Strengthening of central administration, with particular emphasis on support for border protection services 
as well as training courses on how to gain funds from the European Union. 

 
You could find more information in the document Polish Aid Programme 2008 on the website: 
http://www.polskapomoc.gov.pl/Documents,and,Publications,208.html 
 
Within this initiative, the Ministry has recognized the potential of women in the field of local democracy develop-
ment. Therefore, they launched the Women’s Academy which will aim to empower young female leaders with ade-
quate knowledge and skills. The project will last from May to November 2008. The academy will be held in Krakow 
Poland, from September 7th to September 17th. LDA Georgia, together with the Foundation of the International 
Relations "ERTOBA" will be the main partners of this project and they will cooperate closely in order to make this 
project visible and accessible for young and talented women. The leader organization is "International Initiatives 
Bureau" from Krakow, Poland. 
20 young Georgian women, leaders who are already involved in local government, NGO and other sectors, will be 
invited to the Academy. With Polish experiences, trainings, workshops and lectures, women will gain new skills  
they can later on share in Georgia through follow-up activities. 12 participants will be chosen from Tbilisi and 8 will 
come from Kutaisi, together they will represent the Georgian NGO and governmental Circle. 
 
LDA Georgia will also be one of the partners within the “factory of Cultural Managers” project, an event organi-
zed by the European Union Youth Corporation and funded by "Youth in Action" programme. This partnership 
building activity (PBA) will be held from November 4th to 8th in Baku, Azerbaijan. 3 participants will be selected 
from each of the following eleven countries: Lithuania, Azerbaijan, Estonia, Ukraine, Hungary, Republic of Moldo-
va, France, Spain, Turkey and Russia. 
As a partner, LDA Georgia will be allowed to select participants, who will for the majority, come from Kutaisi. The 
main theme of this seminar is to develop a concept of network among youth and cultural or educational associa-
tions with the purpose to create a platform for raising new “Cultural Managers”. The participants should be expe-
rienced in the field of local youth work and have an interest in the development of intercultural dimensions and 
networks, especially via the “Youth in Action” program. 

This seminar will offer the participants a space for both sharing and creating ideas on how to integrate youth in the 

development process of successful events on the local level. Some of the specific objectives of this seminar invol-

ve the promotion of intercultural dialogue between the different European cultures. Furthermore, the seminar em-

phasizes the importance of awareness and recognition about the differences between cultures and identities at the 

local, national and international level. The international environment and intercultural exchange of experiences 

aims at exploring and finding ways to deal with and fight against cultural prejudices. At the seminar, the “Youth in 

Action” program will be presented as tool to work with other youth on cultures diversity and active participation. 
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An internship in Kutaisi, LDA Geogia 

Over the last few weeks, many people have asked me 
why I’m an intern in Georgia. The answer lies in a trip 
I made in 2007, when me and several friends decided 
to explore the mysterious Caucasus region. In only 
two weeks, this former Soviet Republic managed to 

both impress and intrigued me. 

While looking for an internship, I took into account 
both my interest in Georgia and my own ambitions as 
a student at the Utrecht University College in the 
Netherlands, where I am majoring in the fields of de-
velopment studies and international relations. Be-
cause of my future ambitions, I looked for an intern-
ship in an organization that would provide me with 
practical experience within the field of international 
NGO work. Consequently, when one of my fellow stu-
dents informed me about ALDA and the  LDA Geor-
gia, I was happy to have found a dynamic organiza-
tion that recognizes the importance of democracy 
building and decentralization within the process of 
development. What appealed to me most is LDA 
Georgia’s focus on the potential of youth and women 

as important resources of local democracy. 

While my first trip to Georgia mostly involved me try-
ing to survive the many festive supras, my internship 
and accompanied 3 months stay will allow me to get a 
better grip on a society that only received independ-
ence from the Soviet Union over a decade and a half 
ago. What happened since; civil war, separatist move-
ments, rigged elections and dysfunctional govern-
ment, is now gradually being overcome. Because 
Georgia might be in transition at the moment, the 

presence of associations such as the Local Democracy 

Agency Georgia is of great importance. 

I feel lucky to be in Kutaisi, where LDA Georgia is offer-
ing me a unique opportunity to gain experience and to 
increase my knowledge. Hopefully, my internship will 
prove to be as fruitful to LDA Georgia, as it will be for my 

own personal development!  

 

International Seminar on Sustainable Local Economic Development within 

The  Agency for Local Development in Verteneglio organized on 18th and 19th April 2008 in Verteneglio the interna-
tional seminar and an exchange of best practices on local economic development issues with the focus on sustainabili-
ty and environment protection. The meeting was part of the European project „PEARL.EU – Platform Enhancing Adria-
tic Region Links in Europe“, financed by the New Neighbour Adriatic Program NNAP INTERREG/CARDS-PHARE, and 
it aims to strengthen institutional cooperation among local authorities of Countries of the Adriatic Basin.For the purpose 
of bringing to the territory some best practices for the benefit of a sustainable economic development of the area, the 
seminar in Verteneglio gathered many project partners from Italy, Croatia and Bosnia so to find and share together 
common strategies for the valorization of local culture, of rural tourism and of sustainable growth; and so to evaluate 
together new tools for future international and transborder cooperation. 

Evelien Klijweg, intern in Ku-

taisi at the LDA Georgia 
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Verteneglio hosts International Master in Cooperation with 

the Balkans 

The Local Democracy Agency of Verteneglio (LDA) and the Municipality of Portogruaro, one of the partner member 
of the agency, continue to act together even closer for the interest of the development of Istrian territory. This link has  
already been existing for 5 years at an institutional level. Besides, it has also been tighten at a practical level. Indeed, 
what makes this cooperation so special is the participation of the Italian University of Portogruaro Campus which 
has a lot of importance in the International Master in Planning 
and Cooperation for the development of the Balkan area, or-
ganized in partnership with the University of Padova and 
Trieste. The study visit organized by the LDA in the Istrian 
County had the purpose to make the participants of the Master 
get a deeper insight into Istrian local life. Some activities had 
been organised with the students by involving them into a new 

contest of their academic schedule. 

Therefore since this year, during the seminar held in Verte-
neglio on the 18th and the 19th of April 2008 on environ-
mental, touristic and developing issues, the representative of 
the Master and the students were involved not only as simple 
observers or participants but also as direct targets, interested 
in developing issues discussed during the conference. This experience has been extremely positive from both sides 
because the Master’s students have had the possibility to present themselves in front of an international highly experi-
mented audience. In the meanwhile the LDA Verteneglio has had the opportunity inform the public about the areas in 
which it works. The students also had been informed about the importance to operate in the international cooperation 

field, as well as to promote the possibility to host some of them for periods for internships.  

To confirm the effectiveness of this activity, the LDA of Verteneglio has started an internship, for the first time with a 
student from this Master, managing to satisfy its needs. It aims to train specialists who can operate in a professional 
and independent way, in the field of cooperation. It can suit as well for students which are more and more interested in 

being involved and act in the decisional European life. 

EVS is coming to Istria! 

The Local Democracy Agency of Verteneglio (Istria) is glad to announce its last step into the European Programme 

for accreditation of Youth, EVS! 

The meeting for the accreditation took place on 16th June 2008 in Verteneglio, Istria, where the representative for the 
of the European Voluntary Service Lidija Burić met the staff of the Local Democracy Agency to talk about the new 
incoming projects, the office itself and the region where the service is going to take place as LDA Verteneglio will have 
still some few months of evaluation process. However from September 2008 LDA will start launching its EVS projects 
within the Youth Programme. The accreditor has found the LDA very active and involved in many other interesting 
European projects and we concluded that the EVS in Istria County through LDA Verteneglio could really give the vol-
unteers a great chance not only in developing personal skills, but also in getting to know other cultures and languages 
and the feeling of being an European citizen. Istria, as a matter of fact, is a bilingual region where Italian and Croatian 
cultures and languages cope together in peace in all sides of people’s life. The Local Democracy Agency aims also at 
spreading knowledge about the European Voluntary Service in order to rise awareness amon youth that we are all 

European citizens walking on the same direction. 
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The Local Democracy Agency of Kosovo 

The  Local  Democracy  Agency  (LDA)  of  Kosovo  celebrated  the  European  Union  during  the whole month 
of May. The main partner was the municipality of Gjilan/Gnjilane, and events were supported by the Agency for 
European Integration (office of the Prime Minister of Kosovo), the European Commission, and the Interna-

tional Civilian Office of Kosovo.  

From   2nd   of   May   to   12th   of   May,  more   than   
75   citizens   of Gjilan/Gnjilane  answered  to  a  quiz  
about  European  Union  in  the centre   of   documenta-
tion  and  information   of   LDA  Kosovo:   the In-
fopoint.  A  15-boards  frieze  about  the  History  of  
the  European Union and the documentation from the 
Infopoint helped participants to  answer.  Meanwhile,  
pupils  of  Gjilan/Gnjilane  participated  to  a drawing 
competition on the topic "Me and the European Un-

ion".  

The Municipality supported the organization  of  the  competition,  and  the  LDA  Kosovo  and  an  art  teacher  of  
Gjilan/Gnjilane selected the best drawings. The  prizes  
for  the  quiz  and  the  drawing  were  awarded  at  the  
LDA Kosovo  on  the  14  th  of  May.  The  event  at-
tracted  a  large  audience including  pupils  of  the  pri-
mary  schools  of  Gjilan/Gnjilane.  Qemajl Mustafa  -  
Mayor  of  Gjilan/Gnjilane-,  Ismajl  Kurteshi  -  Director  
of Education in Municipality of Gjilan/Gnjilane, Pleurat 
Sejdiu - Director in the Agency for European Integration-
, and Elise Drouet -Delegate of LDA Kosovo- gave the 

prizes to the different winners.  

On  the  9  th  of  May,  Day  of  Europe,  the  frieze  
about  the  History  of European  Union  was  exhibited   in   front   of   the   Municipality   in Gjilan/Gnjilane.  The  
head  of  the  youth  office  and  the  head  of  the project  office  of  the  Municipality  of  Gjilan/Gnjilane  helped  
the  LDA Kosovo  to  distribute  brochures  about  the  European  Union  as  well  as promotional material to the 

people who came to see the event.  

The  21 st  of  May,  a  day  of  awareness  about  the  European  Union's  Education  and  Youth programmes  
that  civil  society  from  Kosovo  can  benefits,  took  place  in  the  Infopoint  of  LDA Kosovo. During that day, the 
visitors took some documentation, including brochures about Youth in Action programme and brochures from the 

Embassies present in Kosovo, which promoted their own scholarship programmes for foreign students.  

The  last  event  of  the  month  of  Europe  was  the  Roadshow,  organised  by  International  Civilian Office, the 
24 th of May in Gjilan/Gnjilane. The LDA Kosovo team and a team  of  volunteers  helped  the  children  to  make  
drawings  about  the European Union. All the drawings were sticked together, forming a fresco which was shown 
to public. This event was real success, thanks largely to the  enthusiasm  of  young  volunteers  from  Gjilan/

Gnjilane,  who  assisted the LDA Kosovo in the organisation of this activity.  
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Debate between civil society and Pieter Feith Special Representative of EU 

in Kosovo at the LDA Kosovo 04th April 2008 

About 30 participants attended this event from diverse NGOs and Civil Society Organizations, student associati-

on, teachers, pupils and students, as well as from OSCE, US KFOR, and the French Embassy. They debated with 

Pieter Feith, International Civilian Representative, and Qemajl Mustafa, Major of Gjilan/Gnjilane. 

Pieter Feith stressed the importance of civil society for the future of Kosovo, saying that Kosovo is going to pass 

through a difficult process, but that important progresses are already being made. The Major of Gjilan, Qemalj Musta-

fa added that the EU Mission will be collaborating extensively with the civil society. The decentralization process is 

mostly about making the Serbian minority feeling in its country in Kosovo, and in its municipality. But the decentraliza-

tion process also aims at addressing the citizens’ needs in general. 

It was some questions about decentralisation (why, could be it changed, Serbian in the process their participation), 

role of EULEX (EU mission in Kosovo) and Presevo, which is a city in Serbia, but with lots of Albanians and near 

Gjilan/Gnjilane. 

Celebration of Europe‟s day 

at the LDA Kosovo 
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In Trento from the 28th to the 30th of May, the Festival of Economics, first in-

ternational meeting of the International Women's Network for Solidarity  

Other news 

The University of Venice organises an improvement course "Participation in Local 

Action and sustainable urban development" from September to December 2008. 

   

To develop its activities, the Tavolo Trentino per il Kossovo is looking for a head of 

mission and a responsible of local development department. More information is 

available on ALDA’s website : http://alda-europe.eu/alda/front_content.php?

idart=323 . 

News from 

ALDA mem-

bers 
During these three days women have had the possibility to share information, expe-
riences and establish partnerships. Workshops have been organised so as to dis-

cuss the role of women in development projects and the potential of the partnerships. 

Saturday 31st of May at 17.30, during Festival of Economics, the Network presented 
itself to the public with a conference entitled: "Presentation of the International Net-
work of Women for International Solidarity. Global partnership for development. 

Women's role".  

 
The strong point of the Network consists in the women, who come from different coun-
tries and who, based on their role, participate by putting their resources at the Networ-
k's disposal. The aim of this first international meeting is to create an important oppor-
tunity to meet, share information, discuss the various procedures and create new part-

nership opportunities to support development projects promoted by female groups.  

 
The more women put their resources at the disposal of the International Women's 
Network for Solidarity, the more they participate directly in the promotion of the pro-

ject, the greater the utility and the results of the Network will be useful.  
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ALDA new members 

 Ville de Mesen, Belgium 

 Europe House, Slavonski Brod, Croatia 



  

Headquarter 

c/o Council of Europe, Office 1027 

Avenue de l‘Europe 

F—67075 Strasbourg 

Tel.: 0033 3 90 21 45 93 

Fax: 0033 3 88 41 37 47  

Branch Office in Italy 

 

225, Viale Mazzini 

I—36100 Vicenza 

Tel.: 0039 0444 540 146 

Fax: 0039 0444 231 043 

CONTACTS 

Main Staff: 

Director: Antonella Valmorbida 

antonella.valmorbida@aldaintranet.org 

Director„s assistant: Chiara Stano 

chiara.strano@aldaintranet.org 

Project Manager: Stefania Toriello 

stefania.toriello@aldaintranet.org 

Financial Officer: Barbara Elia 

barbara.elia@aldaintranet.org 

 

 

www.alda-europe.eu 

ALDA newsletter also available online 

The ALDA newsletter is published three times per year and is also available for download on our website www.alda-europe.eu 

 

Branch Office in Brussels 

47, rue des Confédérés 

1040 Brussels 

B-Belgium 

Tel: 003227420161  




