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All the participants greeted the 
event and wished another fruitful 
decades for the support of Local 
Democracy and Citizens’ participa-
tion in Europe!

ALDA represents today one of the 
most important stakeholder in 
terms of citizen’s participation and 
local governance. It encompasses 
the active work of Civil Society 
Groups and Local Authorities from 
all over Europe (up to Armenia and 
Azerbaijan!).

The Association of Local Democracy 
Agencies represents a Europe wide 
recognized organization active in:

Projects implementation (local 
governance, citizens’ empower-
ments, human rights and free-
dom of expressions) with more 
than 100 projects for a total over 
10 millions Euro of activities;

Networking of 12 Local Democ-
racy Agencies and develop-
ment of successful decentral-
ized cooperation of hundreds 
of towns in Europe;

Think tank and elaboration of 
new methods of cooperation 
and dialogue between civil so-
ciety and local authorities;

Representation and dialogue 
with European institutions in the 
field of European active citizen-
ship and dialogue between citi-
zens and European Institutions.

The future of the Association of 
Local Democracy Agencies seems 
brilliant since it o!ers an important 
element to the di"cult times of 
nowadays: involvement of youth, 
trust between citizens and the local

to be continued on page 2

The celebration of the 10th anniversary of ALDA took place at 
the Committee of the Regions in Brussels on the 27th of May 
with the presence of more than 100 representatives of local 
authorities, institutions and NGOs from all over Europe.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ALDA!

The Birthday Cake of ALDA was brought all the way from the city of Bydgoszcz in Poland, 
member of the Bureau of ALDA. The position of ALDA is held by Mrs. Imislava Gorska, from 
the O!ce of the Mayor of Bydgoszcz. Bydgoszcz has a famous chocolate and biscuits com-
pany in town and they o"ered the wonderful present to all the members of the Association.
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Dear Reader,

Elections to the European Parlia-
ment will take place in June this 
year. Through its strategic partner-
ship with the European Commission 
and its involvement in the EU pro-
gramme “Europe for Citizens” AL-
DA is behind a number of projects 
to promote stronger participation 
in the EP elections.

It is indeed a paradox that the in-
fluence of the European Parliament 
on decision making in the EU sys-
tem is constantly growing whereas 
the participation in EP elections is 
constantly dwindling.

ALDA’s engagement over the last 
10 years in promoting democracy in 
South Eastern Europe is contrasted 
by this apparent democracy fatigue 
in existing EU Member States. How 
is it possible to convince popula-
tions of the countries in SEE that 
democracy is the best possible 
form of government when they can 
point to the seeming lack of inter-
est in supporting democracy by 
populations in EU Member States?

Eurobarometer, the opinion poll 
regularly commissioned by the Eu-
ropean Commission, clearly shows 
the widespread dissatisfaction 
among citizens with the alleged 
democratic deficit in the EU. De-
cisions are taken in Brussels and 
Brussels is very far away. But is the 
way to improve the situation then 
to refrain from exercising your vot-
ing rights? I think not!

Not only is it important in a repre-
sentative democracy to exercise 
every four or five years this right to 
vote for the candidates you feel best 
represent your interests but it is also 
important through active involve-
ment in civil society to continu-
ously keep politicians accountable 
during their term of o"ce. Only in 
this manner can we hope to change 
things to the better for all European 
citizens, present and future.

Can we actually achieve anything 
this way? There is no shame in bor-
rowing President Obama’s mantra 
to say: “yes, we can!”

Per Vinther

PS. Your comments and sugges-
tions related to ALDA activities are 
as always most welcome and you 
may send them to me at

per.vinther@aldaintranet.org.

“Democracy is the worst possible form of government,
apart from all the other forms.”

Winston Churchil

Letter from the President.

from page 1

authorities and politics, 
share of interest and ne-
gotiation to address chal-
lenges at the local level… 
and the globalised ones.

The experience of ALDA 
could also be used, as de-
scribed during the event, 
in future European Union 
State or in the Neighbour-
ing countries, certainly 
looking at East but also 
South!

It was underlined however, 
that the general crisis and 
di"culties are indeed af-
fecting the members and 
the activities, the skills and 
results that ALDA can pro-
duce are highly requested. 
In these times, where re-
sources are scarce, it is 
fundamental to show a real 
value of the work imple-
mented, extremely visible 
and quick changes (not 
easy to get), excellent bal-
ance between costs and 
results.

In these, ALDA and the 
LDAs seem really have 
achieved the best that they 
could.

Happy birthday then… 
and Good Luck for the 
next steps ahead!
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  27 May 2009
The Celebration of the 10th anniversary of ALDA took 
place at the Committee of the Regions in Brussels.

More than 100 representatives of local authorities, 
institutions and NGOs from all over Europe partecip-
ied at the celebration of the 10th anniversary of ALDA.

The President of ALDA, Mr. Per VINTHER, presented 
the upmost relevant achievement of the Association 
and its members and LDAs since its establishment 
and thanked the Council of Europe and the Congress 
for the support given throughout these years, in the 
field of local democracy in South Eastern Europe and 
Eastern Europe too. A special emphasis was given to 
the essential role that ALDA is has been playing these 
last years in filling the gap between citizens and Eu-
ropean institutions, contributing actively to the objec-
tives set by the programme “Europe for Citizens”, of 
the Directorate General for Education and Culture.

“ALDA is an important support for our programme 
in Europe and in the new acceding countries, like 
Croatia, Macedonia and Albania, now eligible for the 
programme”, said Mr. Risto RAIVIO, Head of the Unit 
Europe for Citizens at the DGEAC. “We appreciate 
ALDA, which already contains in its own diversified 
membership, the component local authorities and 
civil society. They have experience and are hungry to 
work in this field”, confirmed Mr. Raivio.

The important panel of the X° celebration included 
also the important presence of the President of the 
Congress, Mr. Jan MICALLEF, who reminded the long 
lasting cooperation with the LDAs and ALDA. He also 

requested a new form of join activities more dedicated 
to reach common objectives: those of the Congress 
and those of the grown up European NGO that ALDA 
represents today. On behalf of the Conference of the 
INGOs, its President, Mr. Jean Marie HEYDT, remind-
ed the role of NGOs in promote the European identity 
and to be active, constructive and positive part of the 
construction of Europe. He thanked ALDA for being 
active and eager to learn and to share its experience 
with the other INGOs. ALDA is member of the Confer-
ence in 2008 and already represented by its Director, 
Mrs. Antonella Valmorbida, as Chair of the important 
Committee on Democracy and Civil Society.

The key note speaker, Mr. Francesco JORI, journalist 
of the Group Expresso and professor of political com-
munication at the University of Padova, focused on 
the essential role of communication and real contact 
with citizens and communities, who have the full right 
to be properly informed about the decisions and the 
role that Europe has today. “Europe needs intermedi-
ary organisations – which are neither political par-
ties nor States – who could dialogue and be in touch 
directly for with citizens. The Association of Local 
Democracy Agencies, with its networks and the LDAs 
has an essential task in this. They gave evidences 
they can make it”, said Mr. Jori.

The whole experience of ALDA was reported by Mrs. 
Antonella VALMORBIDA, Director of ALDA since its 
creation. “In these 10 years, we learned that there 
is more money than good and e!cient instruments 
to promote democracy and participation. There is a 
great demand to promote Local Governance and citi-
zens’ participation but we need to prove that we are 
making a real change! And I guess that our success is 
due to the fact that we do not only talk about democ-
racy but we are actually able to do… it.“

She also focused on the capacities of groups of citi-
zens and “natural” leaders, who are often not in the 
o"cial circuits of powers. ALDA gives them a voice. 
ALDA is growing and the growth should include qual-
ity and e"ciency.
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  27 May 2009
The Eastern Partnership proposed by the Committee 
of the Regions: ALDA can be of further support.

In the context of the celebration of the 10th 
anniversary, on the 27th of May, a conference 
on Eastern Partnership, with a special focus 
on Belarus, took place at the Committee of 
the Regions.

The conference developed an important ex-
change between high level representatives 
of the European Union Institutions, such as 
the Head of the Unit of the DG Relex, Mr. 
John Kjaer, Mr. Istvan Sertö-Radics, Chair-
man of the CoR’s Commission for External 
A!airs and Decentralised Cooperation and 
rapporteur of opinion of Eastern Partnership, 
and CoR Vice-President.

The President of the Congress, Mr. Jan Mi-
callef, reminded the audience of the work of 
the Congress in these last years in Belarus 
and focused on the importance and wish to 
organize a specific event in the country soon 
to clearly mark the need to improve the situa-
tion from the local government point of view. 
He also raised the need and wish to work to-
gether with ALDA on this particular objective.

The process towards a renewed approach 
with Belarus and the condition required for 
this was clearly expressed with the wish that 
human rights and freedom of expression 

could be further developed in Belarus.

M. Mr. Yury Ambrazevich, Minister-Counsel-
lor at the Mission of Belarus to the European 
Communities took the floor during the meet-
ing to respond on the di!erent request raised 
by the panelist and by the floor, where we 
had numbers of NGOs representatives com-
ing from Belarus. Indeed, the conference was 
the final part of an important project run by 
ALDA in Belarus with the support of the Eu-
ropean Commission. “The organisation of the 
institutions in Belarus is also the result of the 
past and present economic and social condi-
tions. It can not be changed over the night”, 
said M. Ambrazevich.

Mrs. Antonella Valmorbida, Director of AL-
DA, and Mr. Miroslav Kobasa, chair of the 
Board of the Lev Sapieha Foundation, sup-
ported the work of the NGOs in Belarus to 
promote local democracy and citizens’ par-
ticipation.

At the question of the moderator “when will 
democracy be restored in Belarus?”, the an-
swer of most of the participants was not in 
time but in the importance of the steps to be 
undertaken, namely the support of NGOs 
and work from below.
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ALDA
achievements
2000-2009

102
projects

9.651.035
in Euro the amount of the 
projects run

1.040.000
in Euro cofunding from 
partners for activities

12
LDAs run nowadays

61.290
people directly 
addressed by the 
activities

5.820.000
in Euro estimated 
activities fundraised and 
managed by the LDAs

15.470.135
in Euro the whole 
resources managed the 
whole network
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15 December 2008
Partners-trainers meeting in Barcelona. O"cial Launch 
of the Pilot Training on Active Citizenship.

The Association of Local De-
mocracy Agencies organised 
a Partners-Trainers Meeting 
in Barcelona on the 15th De-
cember with the support of 
the City of Barlceona to o"-
cially launch the implementa-
tion phase of its pilot training 
on Active Citizenship for Local 
Authorities and Civil Society.

During this meeting, 10 part-
ners and 10 trainers from all-
over Europe met for the first 
time, discussed and planned 
activities of the pilot training. 
From now on, activities will be 
implemented in 2009 in 8 Eu-
ropean countries (Spain, Italy, 
Bulgaria, Lithuania, Croatia, 
Albania, Macedonia, Azerbai-
jan) thanks to a good and 
fruitful coopération between 
partners and trainers.

The pilot training proposed by 

ALDA and supported by the 
European Commission aims 
at strengthening knowledge 
and skills of local authorities 
and civil society organizations 
which are interested in the 
topic of active citizenship and 
in the European citizenship 
in particular. A new call for 
proposal should be launched 
soon.

For more information, see the 
dedicated session or contact 
Camille Ganglo!:

camille.ganglo!@aldaintranet.org
tel. 0033 6 33 55 47 10
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16 December 2008
3rd meeting organized in the framework of the ALDA 
working groups on decentralization, Barcelona.

The 3rd meeting of the ALDA 
working groups was held on 
the 16th of December in Bar-
celona with the kind support 
of the Diputaciòn of Barce-
lona. During the meeting 30 
participants, members of AL-
DA and trainers from all-over 
Europe discussed on the role 
of Decentralization on sup-
porting and fostering Democ-
racy.

Mr. Francesc Osan Tort, Head 
of the City Diplomacy O"ce of 
the Diputaciòn of Barcelona, 
presented at the opening of 
the workings, the “First Global 
Report on Decentralisation & 
Local Democracy - (GOLD)”.

Mrs. Gotzone Mora, Secretary 
for Immigration and Citizenship 
of the Regional Government of 
Valencia also participated to 
the meeting by contributing to 

the discussion with the relative 
experiences gained by the Re-
gion of Valencia on the topic.

This meeting was the last 
scheduled for 2008. The ac-
tivities of the working groups 
will resume next year with 4 
meetings programmed.

On the dedicated page you 
can find all the related info 
on this activity, the relevant 
documents, photos and re-
ports of the events and the 
papers presented.

For more information please 
contact Chiara Strano:

chiara.strano@aldaintranet.
org
tel. +39 340 9730787

2008

2008

Decentralization
and local democracy
in the world

First Global Report by
United Cities and Local Governments

Decentralization and local dem
ocracy in the w

orld
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December 2008
Third Newsletter of the programme “Youth the Right 
Direction” in South Eastern Europe.

The programme Youth the 
Right Direction is about to 
start its third year of imple-
mentation with great dyna-
mism and challenging action.

The LDAs’ network is now a 
fully operational platform of 
the programme Youth In Ac-
tion in South Eastern Europe 
and the LDAs will be soon 
registered as host organisa-
tion for the Voluntary Service 
in the region.

Best wishes to all the wide 
family of the programme 
Youth, the Right Direction, in 
Europe and in SEE!

download
http://alda-europe.eu/alda/front_
content.php?idart=52

Peer to peer training of multipliers: Nis, Serbia, 26th to the 31st  of may 2008 The Association of the Local Democracy Agencies (ALDA) and the Local Democracy Agency 
Central and South Serbia (LDA CSS) organised a peer  to peer  training from the the 26th  to 
the  31st    of may 2008  in  Nis. During  4  days,  14  young people  from Nis  (Serbia), Subotica 
(Serbia)  and  Prijedor  (Bosnia  and  Herzegovina)  have  been  trained  in  order  to  promote, 
employing a peer  to peer methodology,  the Youth programme at  the  local  level, supporting 
the work of Youth National Agencies, Contact Points for Youth and SALTO resource centres. 
The  trainers  were  the  Marco  Boaria  of  ALDA  and  the  Sean  Feenan  of  the  International 
School  for  Peace  from  Italy  and  Northern  Ireland  and  the  project  manager  was  Gregoire 
Fanniere from France. 

Youth in the Right 
Direction ! 

Newsletter – 
November 2009 

The International Crossing Youth Fair Travelled  within the network of LDAs The International Crossing Youth Fair Travelled within the network of LDAs
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ALDA delivered, together 
with the organisation Sun-
cokret, a training on project 
development and manage-
ment for 60 students of the 
University Jurja Dobrile on 
the 15th January 2009.

Special focus was given on 
how to submit a success-
ful project (ALDA) and on EU 
programmes for Youth (SUN-
COKRET).

The training is one of the ac-
tivities of the project “Istria 
communicating Europe”. This 
project aims at highlighting 
and enhancing the role of civil 
society in Croatia, as promot-
er of european integration.

For more informations
www.iceproject.eu

15 January 2009 
Project “Istria communicating Europe” (ICE).
ALDA training for 60 University students in Pula.

Pula, 11. prosinca 2008.

PREDSTAVLJANJE 

PROGRAMA 

“EUROPA ZA GRA!ANE”
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28-29 Janvier 2009
Macedoine: journees d’information sur le programme 
“l’Europe pour les citoyens”, Skopje et Bitola.

L’Association des Agences 
de la Démocratie Locale or-
ganise les 28 et 29 janvier à 
Skopje et à Bitola des jour-
nées d’information sur le pro-
gramme «l’Europe pour les 
citoyens».

Les objectifs et les di!érentes 
opportunités o!ertes par le 
programme seront présentés 
aux acteurs macédoniens qui 

d e v r a i e n t 
p o u v o i r 
p r e n d r e 
part au pro-
g r a m m e 
dans un 
a v e n i r 
proche. Son 
conviés les 
élus locaux, 
le person-
nel des ad-
ministration 

locales ainsi que les repré-
sentants de la société civile. 
Ils auront la possibilité de dis-
cuter d’éventuelles idées de 
projets ou partenariats.

Cette formation est organi-
sée dans le cadre de la coo-
pération décentralisée entre 
la Région Basse-Normandie 
et la Macédoine. Cet événe-
ment sera l’occasion de pré-
senter ce projet de coopéra-
tion décentralisée dont une 
des priorités pour 2009 est la 
coopération directe entre les 
communes macédoniennes 
et bas-normandes. Cette ini-
tiative s’inscrit entièrement 
dans les objectifs de promo-
tion des jumelages des villes 
du programme «l’Europe pour 
les citoyens».
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28 Janvier 2009
Le programme “L’Europe pour les citoyens” pour les 
Macedoniens: un succes annoncé!

Le 28 janvier 2009, l’ALDA a organi-
sé, grâce au soutien de son bureau 
à Skopje qui gère le «projet de coo-
pération décentralisée entre la Ré-
gion Basse-Normandie et la Répu-
blique de Macédoine», une journée 
d’information sur le programme 
«L’Europe pour les citoyens» pour 
les représentants des municipalités 
et ONG macédoniennes.

La journée a été ouverte par son 
excellence M. Bernard Valero, 
Ambassadeur de France en Macé-
doine, M.me Violeta Alarova, Maire 
de la municipalité Centar (Skopje) 
et M.me Dusica Perisic, Directeur 
exécutif de ZELS. Tous ont exprimé 
un vif intérêt pour l’ouverture de ce 
programme à la Macédoine au plus 
vite, étant convaincus que celui-ci 
pourrait permettre de rapprocher 
les citoyens macédoniens du pro-
cessus d’intégration européenne.

L’enthousiasme des participants et 
les nombreuses questions qui ont 
été posées sont très prometteuses. 
Les participants à cette journée et 
tous les Macédoniens intéressées 

attendent avec impatience que les 
autoritées macédoniennes signent 
les accords formels avec la Com-
mission européenne pour rendre le 
pays éligible au programme.

Cette journée a aussi été l’occa-
sion d’une rencontre entre les 
représentants des collectivités lo-
cales macédoniennes et les repré-
sentants des ONG qui sont repartis 
avec une nouvelle expérience et 
de nouvelles idées sur la manière 
dont ils pourraient travailler en-
semble et créer ensemble une 
dynamique en faveur d’un rappro-
chement vers l’UE. 

Le programme «l’Europe pour les 
citoyens» a pour but de soutenir un 
vaste éventail d’activités et d’orga-
nisations en faveur de la promotion 
d’une “citoyenneté européenne ac-
tive”, à savoir la participation active 
des citoyens et des organisations 
de la société civile dans le proces-
sus d’intégration européenne.

Par le biais de ce programme, les 
citoyens ont la possibilité de s’en-

gager dans des 
échanges trans-
nationaux et des 
actions de coopé-
ration qui contri-
buent à dévelop-
per un sentiment 
d’appartenance à 
des idéaux euro-
péens communs, 
ainsi qu’à encou-
rager le proces-
sus d’intégration 
européenne.

Bosnia e
Erzegovina

Croazia

Serbia

Macedonia

KosovoMontenegro

Slovenia
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January 2009
European Charlemagne Youth Prize on EU development, 
integration and European identity issues.

The European Parliament 
(http://www.europarl.europa.
eu ) and the Foundation of the 
International Charlemagne 
Prize of Aachen (http://www.
karlspreis.de) invite young 
people from all the EU Mem-
ber States to participate in a 
competition on EU develop-
ment, integration and Euro-
pean identity issues.

“The European Charlemagne 
Youth Prize” aims at encour-
aging the development of 
a European consciousness 
among young people, as well 
as their participation in Euro-
pean integration project.The 
Prize is granted to projects 
undertaken by young people 
which foster understanding, 
promote the development of 
a shared sense of European 
identity, and o!er practical 
examples of Europeans living 
together as one community. 
“The European Charlemagne 
Youth Prize” Award is given 
out jointly and annually by 

the European Parliament and 
the Foundation of the Interna-
tional Charlemagne Prize of 
Aachen.

For detailed information visit:
http://cyp.adagio4.eu/view/fr/in-
troduction.html?webaction=view.
language&lg=en



ALDA Newsletter I/2009 13

Antonella Valmorbida 
writes to the members of 
ALDA for the relaunch of 
the LDA Kosovo

Dear members of ALDA,
You can find herewith 
attached a letter for 
the relaunch of the LDA 
Kosovo for which we 
are now looking for new 
partners: municipalities 
and NGOs.

Any interest is welcome 
and could be reported to:

Srdjan Cvijic
srdjan.cvijic@ 
aldaintranet.org

Stanka Parac
stanka.parac@ 
aldaintranet.org

We are organizing a fact 
finding mission in March and 
we hope you would join us.

Antonella Valmorbida
ALDA Director

http://alda-europe.eu/alda/
front_content.php?idcat=2
&idart=439php?idcat=2&id
art=439

January 2009
Relaunch of Local Democracy Agency in Kosovo:
Press release.

Agreement between the As-
sociation of Local Democra-
cy Agencies and the Associa-
tion of Kosovo Municipalities.

A process leading towards 
the re-launching of the Lo-
cal Democracy Agency (LDA) 
Kosovo was started in No-
vember 2008. The previous 
activities of the LDA Kosovo, 
based in Gjilane and working 
under the auspices of the As-
sociation Kosovo Ensemble, 
Alliance Française, will not be 
considered any longer as LDA 
Kosovo. Association of Koso-
vo Municipalities (AKM) will 

assist ALDA in this process 
and a wide search for partner 
will be launched. The new Lo-
cal Democracy Agency is ex-
pected to be established by 
the 1st of September 2009.

!

Strasbourg/Pristina,  Januar
y 23rd 2009 

 

PRESS RELEASE  

Relaunch of Local Democrac
y Agency in Kosovo 

Agreement between the Ass
ociation of Local Democracy

 Agencies 

and the Association of Koso
vo Municipalities 

 

A  process  leading  towards 
the  relaunching  of  the  Loca

l  Democracy 

Agency  (LDA)  Kosovo  was 
started  in  November  2008. 

The  previous 

activities of  the LDA Kosovo
, based  in Gjilane and worki

ng under  the 

auspices of the Association K
osovo Ensemble, Alliance Fr

ançaise, will 

not be considered any longer
 as LDA Kosovo. 

 
One of the first steps in the p

rocess is to designate a loca
l partner that 

will assist the Association of 
Local Democracy Agencies (

ALDA) in the 

process  leading  towards  the
  relaunching  of  the  LDA.  A

fter  a  careful 

assessment of the situation, 
ALDA decided to propose a 

partnership to 

the  leading  actor  in  the 
field  of  local  governance, 

namely  the 

Association of Kosovo Munic
ipalities (AKM). 

AKM will assist ALDA in the 
drafting and implementation 

of an internal 

Action Plan, which  is  to be  f
inalized by  the 1

st  of February 2009. The 

new Local Democracy Agenc
y is expected to be establish

ed by the 1
st 

of September 2009.  
 
Successful implementation o

f the Action Plan entails a se
lection of the 

town  where  the  LDA  will 
be  situated,  selection  of  n

ew  partners, 

including a lead partner and a
ppointment of a new Delegate

. 

The AKM is to offer the ALDA
 technical, logistic and politica

l assistance 

in the whole process of the im
plementation of the Action Pla

n.  

 
The objective of LDA Kosov

o  is  to bring  together  local a
uthorities and 

civil  society  organisations, 
in  this  way  providing  the

  assistance 

necessary  to  help  ensure 
a  smooth  and  stable  trans

ition  towards 

democracy and European  in
tegration, with an emphasis 

on promoting 

tolerant  and  trustbased  rel
ationships  within  local  comm

unities.  See 

also  the  ALDA  website  on 
activities  of  the  LDAs  in  So

uth  Eastern 

Europe, www.aldaeurope.eu
 . 

 
Bearing in mind the multieth

nic nature of Kosovo one of t
he priorities of 

the LDA will be to work towa
rds the strengthening of coop

eration of its 

communities  and  the  fac
ilitation  of  their  economic

  and  social 

integration. 
 
For further information please

 contact 

For ALDA: Antonella Valmorb
ida, Director, tel: +39 335 523

6341, email 

antonella.valmorbida@aldain
tranet.org 

For AKM: Sazan Ibrahimi, Ex
ecutive Director, tel: +39381 

38 245 734 , 

email!sazanibrahimi@komun
atks.net  
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9-13 February 2009 
European Voluntary Service (EVS) training seminar in 
Kotor, Montenegro.

An important train-
ing seminar on Eu-
ropean Voluntary 
Service (EVS) took 
place from 9 to 13 
February in Kotor, 
Montenegro.

This event, who gathered the delegates and 
the youth o"cers from the 12 LDAs, was orga-
nized by the Association of the Local Democra-
cy Agencies and the Local Democracy Agency 
from Niksic within the project “Youth: the right 
direction” financed by the EC.

The aim of the seminar was to complete the 
trainings for the youth o!cers about the Eu-
ropean Voluntary Service within “Youth in ac-
tion” programme. During the first day, the par-
ticipants refreshed the knowledge on EVS from 
the previous trainings held in 2008 in Budva, 
Montenegro. A special focus was put on a role 
of the hosting and sending organization and 
the other stakeholders, the tools for promotion 
of the programme as well as the financial part 
of on EVS project. Also, all the participants ap-
preciated the nice walk in the 
old picturesque city of Kotor 
which surely contributed to 
the team building.

The second day was reserved 
for the accreditation of the 
LDAs for becoming hosting, 
sending and coordinating 
organizations for European 
volunteers. Thanks to the 
Salto SEE Resource centre, 
all the LDAs were accredited 
in the same place and time 
on the base of the Host ex-
pression of interest (HEI) they 
have previously provided. 
The LDAs benefited from the 

presence of the Salto accreditors for SEE to ask 
some questions and share some ideas of how to 
develop good EVS projects and to promote this 
programme among the youth on local level.

Finally, the last day was focused on the future 
cooperation by creation of EVS network that in-
clude all the LDAs and other European partners. 
The creation of this network is a result of the 
“Youth: the right direction” project that during 
the past 3 years has informed and trained many 
young people on the European programme 
“Youth in action”. These young people are now 
youth ambassadors among their peers and are 
willing to continue working in the youth field on 
local level.

By the creation of this network, the LDAs will 
have the possibility to develop high quality proj-
ects by straitening the cooperation with the 
other European Partners. The final beneficiaries 
will surely be the youth from the Region who will 
have a possibility to live and work as a volunteer 
in EU for 6 months as well as the youngsters 
from all around Europe that will come to discov-
er the Balkans by working in one of the LDAs.



ALDA Newsletter I/2009 15

The year 2008 has 
been extraordinary 
proficuous in strength-
ening our role in build-
ing up new capacities 
for local authorities, 
schooling system and 
CSOs in Mostar by 
supporting the demo-
cratic transition.

Jlenia Destito
LDA Mostar’s Delegate

February 2009
2008: what an extraordinary year.
The LDA Mostar presents its 2008 Activity Report.

The LDA Mostar presents its 
2008 Activity Report where 
you can find a summary of all 
the activities of 2008.

2008 has been a very intense 
year for LDA Mostar with a 
particular focus in the field of 
democratization.

The LDA Mostar celebrated 
its 4th anniversary on the 
2nd of December 2008 with 
an event attended by more 
than 70 people representing 
the main Partners, Donors 
and Friends. Among them 
the City of Mostar, the Can-
tonal Government, the Rep-
resentative of the Council 
of Europe in BiH and the 
Italian Cooperation.

To contact the LDA Mostar:
ldamostar@aldaintranet.org
lda@bih.net.ba

download:
www.ldamostar.org/publikacije/
report08_eng_web.pdf



ALDA Newsletter I/200916

21-27 February 2009
Fact finding mission and active citizenship and 
multilateral cooperation training in Israel.

In cooperation with Shatil, 
the New Israel Fund Capac-
ity Building Center for Social 
Change Organizations, from 
21st to 27th of February 2009, 
ALDA is organizing a fact-
finding mission to Israel and 
an Active Citizenship and 
multilateral decentralized co-
operation training.

The purpose of the mission is 
to establish links with Israeli 
municipalities and civil society 
organization with a view of ex-
tending the membership and 
activities of ALDA to southern 
Mediterranean in general and 
to Israel in particular.

The goal of the training is to 
promote the concept of active 
citizenship to our Israeli part-
ners, local government repre-
sentatives in Haifa, Akko and 
other towns, as well as civil 

society activists.

Moreover, the intention is to 
explore the possibilities for 
future cooperation through 
presentation of EU programs 
where both Israeli actors and 
EU actors across the Mediter-
ranean are eligible to apply.

The goal of this cooperation 
should be an intensified co-
operation and exchange of 
experiences between non-
governmental organizations 
and local authorities across 
the Mediterranean.

First invitations for the train-
ing sent by our Israeli partner 
already show remarkable in-
terest of the civil society orga-
nizations for the training and 
ALDA’s experiences in the 
Balkans and Caucasus.
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21 February-5 April 2009
”BiH - Art, visions, messages from Sarajevo”, a bridge 
to the Balkans from Reggio Emilia.

From February 21st to April 
5th the Municipality of Reg-
gio Emilia is building a bridge 
to Bosnia Herzegovina and 
the Balkans thanks to the 
“BiH - Art, visions, messages 
from Sarajevo” project, mov-
ing along the statement Alex 
Langer pronounced in 1995 
“Europe dies or rises in Sara-
jevo” to think over the present 
through art languages.

“BiH – Art, visions, messages 
from Sarajevo” has been pro-
moted by the Municipality of 
Reggio Emilia – Department 
for culture, Telecitofono cul-
tural association, Reggio nel 
Mondo and Ars Aevi Center 
from Sarajevo, thanks to the 
important partnership with 
cooperative world and the 
e!orts fo Boorea, Coop Con-
sumatori Nordest, the collab-
oration with Gabella “Asso-

ciations of ideas” and ALDA, 
the supporting of Balkans and 
Caucasus Observatory, Reg-
gio Emilia School for Peace 
and Alex Langer Foundation. 

Info
Tel. 0522 456249
www.spaziogerra.it
spaziogerra@municipio.re.it

Press o"ce
Municipality of Reggio Emilia -
Department of Culture
Patrizia Paterlini
cell. 348-8080539
tel. 0039 0522-456532
fax 0039 0522-433266
patrizia.paterlini@municipio.re.it
Alessia Torelli
Tel. 0039 0522 456557
alessia.torelli@municipio.re.it

Reggio nel Mondo
Sabrina Rosati
tel. 0039 0522 541739
reggio.mondo07@municipio.re.it

spaziogerra

Comune di Reggio Emilia
Assessorato Cultura

Musei CiviciSPAZIO GERRA / FOTOGRAFIA E IMMAGINE CONTEMPORANEA / PIAZZA XXV APRILE 2 - REGGIO EMILIA / TEL. 0522 456635 - 455716 / www.spaziogerra.it 

“L’ Europa muore o rinasce a Sarajevo” Alex Langer

arte visioni messaggi da sarajevo
21.02.0905.04.09
inaugurazione sabato 21.02 ore 18.00inaugurazione sabato 21.02 ore 18.00

©
 Anur



ALDA Newsletter I/200918

March 2009
The City of Mannheim (Germany) launches the Women 
in Europe BLOG.

The City of Mannheim (Germany), partner of the 
ALDA member City of Bydgoszcz, launches a new 
initiative the role of women in the European Union 
and national governments: Women in Europe BLOG.

Below the presentation of the Blog and the contacts:

WOMEN IN EUROPE - this is for sure not a new sub-
ject and more than once a year the heading of con-
gresses, symposia and several publications. In spite 
of this we - the o"ce for women a!airs of the city of 
Mannheim - want to raise this issue again to discuss 
it with you in a blog.

On 7th of June in 2009 a new parliament of the Eu-
ropean Union will be elected. For us this is an impor-
tant cause to call attention to the progress women 
benefitted from by the often wrongly criticised Euro-
pean legislation. But as well to follow up the ques-
tion whether the process has reached a standstill in 
implementing the “Treaty of Amsterdam”. In which 
direction is the policy of equal rights moving - for-
wards, backwards or not at all?

The second focus in this blog refers to the situation 
of women in the new accession countries, especially 
in the states of the former East Bloc. The partly big 
gap between the judicial situation of women in the 
old European Union countries and the new acces-
sion countries must not be evened by an adjustment 
downwards.

How can the European Union put pressure on the na-
tional governments? How can women organizations 
put pressure on the national governments? What possi-
ble courses of action provide European projects here?

This blog is a forum to discuss about these and other 
questions. The suggested issues shall provide an ap-

proximate setting. We kindly ask you to fill the issues 
with your knowledge and place new emphasis. We 
hope to find out which issues are important to you. 
The contributions in this blog shall be picked up and 
discussed at an international conference in Mannheim.

You can discuss already now and here with us in this 
blog. We are looking forward to your contributions 
and comments.

You find us under the web-address www.frauenineu-
ropa.mannheim.de

The simplest possibility of participation is to write a 
comment. The according area to write in you can find 
underneath the particular article. Own contributions, 
new topics or proposals for more links please send to 
the e-mail-adress you can find in “contact”.

Our blog lives from participation and lively discus-
sion. We would be very glad, if you could forward 
this invitation to your networks and other interested 
people.

With the demand of a transnational discussion, we 
o!er all contributions in English as well. Who wants 
to observe both discussion forums, will be able to ac-
cess the English and the German blog by the particu-
lar flag symbols. The English comments will not be 
translated into German.

Contact:
Stadt Mannheim - Büro der Frauenbeauftragten
Claudia Möller
Tel. 0621/293-9676
Fax 0621/293-9576
Mobil 0162/293-9094
e-mail: claudia.moeller@mannheim.de
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2-3 March 2009
Bandiar project to raise awareness about participation 
of women in political life. Kick-o! meeting, Vicenza.

ALDA in cooperation with 
the Municipality of Vicenza 
hosted the kick-o" meeting 
of the BANDIAR Project.

The meeting took place on 
the 2nd and 3rd of March 2009, 
at “Palazzo Trissino”, the city 
Hall of Vicenza.

The project BANDIAR is led 
by ASAEL and counts 4 other 
partners: ALDA, Province of 
Reggio Emilia, City of Bydgo-
szcz and BalticFem.

During the kick-o! meeting, 
the partners involved in the 
project presented their roles 
and analyzed all the apects 
of the implementation of the 
activities. Each partner will or-
ganize an event in its country 
related to the participation of 
women in political life at the 
local level using the “Citizen’s 
panels” methodology. The 

event has to be realized be-
fore the elections for the Eu-
ropean Parliament.

The aim of BANDIAR is to 
raise awareness about partici-
pation of women in political 
life at local level, through the 
methodology of the citizens 
panels to be realized in the 
partners countries.

More info about the project on the 
dedicated website:
www.bandiar.net

ASOCIACIÓN ARAGONESA
DE ENTIDADES LOCALES

Provincia di
Reggio Emilia
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The general goal of the  
INTERREG IIIA Adriatic 
Crossborder Opera-
tional Programme (OP), 
which recently changed 
to Adriatic New Neigh-
bourhood Programme 
I N T E R R E G /C A R D S -
PHARE, is the “promo-
tion of social and eco-
nomic development and 
cooperation between 
the Countries of the 
Adriatic Area”. There-
fore, it is an instrument 
that can contribute 
more than any other to 
the creation of an Adri-
atic Euro-Region.

The area of the CARDS 
Countries (the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia is exclud-
ed) with which the 
Adriatic cross-border 
cooperation has been 
started corresponds 
to the whole territory 
of the Third Countries 
concerned, i.e. Croatia, 
Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na, Albania and the 
State Union of Serbia 
and Montenegro.

March 2009
IPA CBC Adriatic Programme: data base of proposals 
for the new call.

We opened a new section 
dedicated to the IPA CBC 
Adriatic (the first call for pro-
posals is forthcoming). To-
gether with the Region Istria, 
whose President, M. Ivan Ja-
kovcic, is also President of 
the Adriatic Euroregion, it was 
agreed to create a database 
to collect the projects and ide-
as of organizations and institu-
tions involved in the program.

Projects and ideas received 
using the form attached will 
be published in the database 
and divided into 4 groups fol-
lowing the 4 priorities of the 
program.

The main purpose of this new 
service is to connect the dif-
ferent actors that are activat-
ed within the IPA CBC Adriatic 
to facilitate the development 
of partnerships and collabo-
rations.

For more info, please contact:
Marco Boaria
Mob. +39 346 1531829
marco.boaria@aldaintranet.org

IPA CBC webiste
www.interregadriatico.it/index1.
html

On the Italian side the areas 
elegible for the Adriatic Cross-
border Programme are the Prov-
inces named in EC Communi-
cation n. 2001/C239/03 of 23rd 
August 2001. These include 
Rovigo, Ferrara, Forlì-Cesena, 
Rimini, Ravenna, Pesaro, An-
cona, Macerata, Ascoli Piceno, 
Teramo, Pescara, Chieti, Cam-
pobasso, Foggia, to which such 
Adriatic Provinces as Trieste, 
Gorizia, Udine, Venezia, Bari, 
Brindisi, Lecce must be added 
as they were already eligible 
for crossborder cooperation 
under previous INTERREG Pro-
grammes. Thanks to a territorial 
derogation the new programme 
will also cover three provinc-
es bordering the new eligible 
provinces and belonging to the 
regions involved. These are Pa-
dova, l’Aquila and Isernia.

The programme aims to in-
crease awareness by the local 
communities involved of their 
belonging to one Adriatic com-
munity, whose creation is the 
goal of the programme. There-
fore, the programme aims to 
help the di!erent populations 
involved achieve the same liv-
ing standard, one that is also 
closer to EU standards. 
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8-11 March 2009
ALDA hosted in Strasbourg a group of young promising 
leaders from the Western Balkans.

ALDA hosted a group of young NGO activists and 
young promising leaders from Croatia, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Kosovo, Serbia and Italy from 8th-11th 
of March 2009.

The visit took place in the framework of a larger 
project organized by the Alexander Langer Founda-
tion, the Association Progetto Prijedor, the Associa-
tion Tavolo Trentino con Kraljevo and Tavolo Trentino 
con il Kossovo and the support of ALDA, Mr. Sepp 
Kusstatscher, Member of the European Parliament, 
and the Autonomous Province of Bolzano on the topic 
of reconciliation, dealing with the past and memory 
to peaceful co-existence in multiethnic societies.

On 9th of March, the group visited the Council of Eu-
rope. The programme included discussions with civil 
servants of the Council of Europe as well as of the 
Congress of Local and Regional Authorities. The par-
ticipants had the unique chance to interrogate them 
about the institutions or their involvement in the pro-
cess of reconciliation in the Western Balkans.

Afterwards, ALDA presented its experience with recon-
ciliation activities in the Western Balkans followed up 
by a workshop, that took place in one of the Council’s 
conference rooms, with the support of the Congress.

On 10th of March, the group had the chance to visit 
the European Parliament, to attend the Parliamen-
tary session and to have stimulating discussions with 
members of Parliament.

Prior to Strasbourg, two study visits have already tak-
en place in the framework of the project which bases 
upon long term relations of South Tyrol and Trentino 
NGOs with several municipalities in the Balkans, such 
as Srebrenica, Bratunac and Prijedor in Bosnia Herze-
govina, Kraljevo in Serbia and Peja-Pec in Kosovo.

In May 2008 delegations from all these areas have 
been hosted in Bolzano and Trento, for a study visit fo-
cused on the history and multi-ethnic composition of 
the two towns (especially Bolzano/Bozen). The broad 
institutional autonomy of the local governments and 
the daily life confrontation with di!erent languages 
and cultures have been analyzed and discussed. At 
the same time the visit has given the opportunity to 
the di!erent delegations to know each other and ex-
change views regarding the situation of the Balkans 
themselves and to discuss possible joint activities to 
be organized in the future.

In August 2008 a second meeting has occurred during 
the International Week of Memory in Srebrenica, hosted 

by the group of the project Adopt 
Srebrenica with the participa-
tion of people from Bratunac and 
Peja-Pec. Through seminars and 
field visits, participants have met 
the situation of one of the most 
important and symbolic places in 
the Balkans, facing the di"culty of 
maintaining the memory of what 
happened and in the meantime 
working for the future.

A possible fourth event should 
then come in June/July 2009, 
with an invitation to Peja-Pec by 
the local partners of the Tavolo 
Trentino con il Kossovo.
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11 March 2009
New activity on 
the “Youth: the 
right direction” 
programme

In the framework of 
the tree-year project 
“YOUTH: the right di-
rection”, ALDA is pre-
paring the final activ-
ity: the job shadowing.

Job shadowing is 
practical learning ex-
perience that consists 
of short stay in one 
partner organization 
in another country.

For more info:
Miss Ivana Dimitrovska:
ivana.dimitrovska@
aldaintranet.org
tel. +389 (0)2 306 59 32

10 March 2009
ALDA launches a new Call for Partners to raise citizens’ 
awareness on the EU elections 2009.

ALDA launches a Call for 
Partners to develop innova-
tive and creative activities to 
raise citizens’ awareness on 
the European elections 2009.

The purpose of this Call for 
Partners is to support projects 
which promote information 
and communication actions 
aimed at citizens of EU Mem-
ber States in order to encour-
age them to vote in the 2009 
European Parliament elec-
tions and to inform them of 
the importance of this ballot.

The Partners interested to 
promote and develop ac-
tivities in this field must send 
their applications, using the 
attached application form, to 
the Association of Local De-
mocracy Agency no later than 

21 March 2009, the date of the 
postmark being conclusive.

The selection will be carried 
out by the Association of the 
Local Democracy Agencies.

Applicants should be notified 
of the outcome of the selec-
tion procedure by the 28 
March 2009.

The call, the annexes and other 
useful information can be found 
on the dedicated page:
http://alda-europe.eu/alda/front_
content.php?idart=452

For information, please contact:
Camille Ganglo!
camille.ganglo!@aldaintranet.org  
Marco Boaria
marco.boaria@aldaintranet.org
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The meeting was organized by the Association 
of the Local Democracy Agencies and the As-
sociation of Kosovo Municipalities. The meeting 
represented a kick-o" event in the process of 
the re-launching of the LDA in Kosovo.

The aim of the meeting was on the one hand to 
focus on the planning of the remaining activities 
within the project Empowering the Role of the 
Young People in Kosovo and on the other to dis-
cuss the future steps leading towards the opening 
of the new LDA in Kosovo, including the detec-
tion of the partners for the LDA, determining the 
host city/cities and organizing the first steps in the 
process of the re-launch.

The meeting saw the presence of major stake-
holders in the field and potential partners in the 
Youth project and of the new LDA: the Association 
of Kosovo Municipalities, Council of Europe, In-
ternational Civilian O"ce, Trentino con il Kosovo, 
Don Bosco Centre and Community Building Mitro-
vica representing the IKV Paxchristi.

Concerning the Project Empowering the Role 
of the Young People in Kosovo agreement was 
reached first and foremost with AKM, Trentino con 
il Kosovo, Don Bosco Centre and CBM to build syn-
ergies on the project together with the partners of 
the old LDA based in Gjilan/Gnjilane. In this respect 
first meetings will be organized before June 2009.

With regards to the activities leading to the re-
launch of the LDA in Kosovo an agreement was 
reached to keep the focus on the youth activities 

bearing in mind the demographic and economic 
situation in Kosovo but also to expand the activi-
ties towards the other objective of the LDA Kos-
ovo, which is to bring together the local authorities 
and the civil society organisations in this way pro-
viding assistance necessary to ensure a smooth 
and stable transition towards democracy and Eu-
ropean integration, with an emphasis on promot-
ing tolerant and trust-based relationships within 
local communities.

Bearing in mind the multi-ethnic nature of Kosovo 
one of the priorities of the LDA will be to work 
towards the strengthening of cooperation of its 
communities and the facilitation of their economic 
and social integration - including the work with all 
communities in Kosovo and the enclaves. The par-
ticipants of the meeting welcomed this idea and 
ALDA and AKM committed to speed-up the imple-
mentation process.

With regards to the following steps in the proc-
ess of the re-launch it was agreed that a mission 
to Kosovo and meetings between the municipali-
ties of Pec/Peja and Prizren, ALDA, AKM and the 
stake-holders in the process such as Trentino con 
il Kosovo will be conducted already in April 2009.

ALDA has already initiated the process of finding 
the partners for the new LDA with first positive re-
sults. By June this year all the potential partners 
of the LDA will be identified with a realistic goal of 
having the o"cial re-launch of the LDA scheduled 
for September 2009.

10 March 2009
Re-launch meeting of LDA Kosovo and Steering Committee of 
the project Empowering the Role of Young People in Kosovo.
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11 and 13 March 2009
Comité de pilotage intermédiaire du programme de 
coopération Basse-Normandie Macédoine.

Le mercredi 11 mars à Caen 
aura lieu le Comité de pilot-
age intermédiaire pour les 
chefs de pôles bas-normands.

A Skopje le vendredi 13 mars 
se tiendra le Comité de pilot-
age pour les chefs de pôles 
macédoniens.

Ces rencontres à mi-parcours 
de la deuxième année per-
mettront de réunir les parte-
naires pour faire un bilan des 
activités des six derniers mois. 
Aussi, seront présentés les 
projets à réaliser cette année.

Enfin, il est prévu que les 

partenaires fassent une ré-
flexion sur la suite du projet 
après cette première étape 
2007-2010. 
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18 March 2009
ALL.4.EU: Steering Committee in Pula for partners 
(Slovakia, Denmark, Bulgaria, Croatia, Malta, Italy and Spain).

The Steering Committee of 
the ALL.4.EU project (grant-
ed by the European Commis-
sion programme Europe for 
citizens) will be held in Pula 
on the 18th March 2009.

This will be an opportunity for 
all the partners (from Slovakia, 
Denmark, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Malta, Italy and Spain) to meet 
and discuss both the methodol-
ogy and the planned activities.

The project ALL.4.EU is de-
signed to contribute address-
ing how to bridge the gap 
between citizens and the Euro-
pean Union. This challenge of 
the EU today represents a key 
priority for all the stakeholders 
acting both at the local and at 
the international level, both in 
the EU Member States and in 
the pre-accession countries 
which need to promote the 

“European Project” among 
their citizens to develop, from 
the very beginning, a sense of 
European identity and of own-
ership of the European Union.

Through this project, the Region 
Istria seeks to develop - on the 
basis of the achievements of the 
pilot project entitled “Eur-action” 
implemented by ALDA whose 
network the Region Istria be-
longs to - and to further promote 
the use of the “citizens’ panels” 
to assure interaction between 
citizens and decision makers at 
all levels, fostering at the same 
time their active participation in 
the life of their communities and 
in Europe.

For more information:
front_content.php?idart=421
Or contact : Camille Ganglo!, 
camille.ganglo!@aldaintranet.org 
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The 19 March 2009  in 
Vocational school Pula, 
was held the workshop 
for four high schools 
from city of Pula, about 
80 students from Vo-
cational school, Gym-
nasium Pula, Industrial 
Crafts School as well as 
Technical school. The 
students learned about 
three main themes “Eu-
ropean Union, history, 
institutions, values and 
Active citizenship“, “In-
tercultural dialogue” 
and “Volunteering”.

The 20 March 2009 in 
Italian Community, Pula 
was held the workshop 
for five high schools 
from city of Pula, about 
100 high school stu-
dents from Italian high 
school “Dante Aligh-
ieri”, School of Applied 
Arts and Design, Medi-
cal School, School for 
tourism, catering and 
trade, as well as Econ-
omy school. The stu-
dents will learn about 
three main themes 
“European Union, his-
tory, institutions, val-
ues and Active citi-
zenship“, “Intercultural 
dialogue” and “Volun-
teering”.

19-20 March 2009
ALDA workshops on EU history and instutions for high 
schools students in Pula (ICE project).

ALDA gave presentations on 
EU history and institutions to 
200 high schools students 
of Pula on the 19th and 20th 
March 2009.

The objective was to provide 
the young people with some 
basic information about the 
EU history and the function-
ning of the institutions to help 
them to better understand the 
process of European integra-
tion and to prepare them to be 
EU active citizens. A participa-
tory methodolgy (question-
naires) was used to involve 
them fully.

These workshops are part of 
the project “Istria communi-
cating Europe”, supported by 
the European Commission 
«Europe for citizens» pro-
gramme. This project aims at 
highlighting and enhancing 
the role of civil society and 
young people in Croatia, as 
promoters of European inte-
gration.

For more information, please con-
sult the website of the project:
www.iceproject.eu

or contact Camille Ganglo!, 
camille.ganglo!@aldaintranet.org
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The LDA Verteneglio-Brtoni-
gla presents its 1st newslet-
ter presenting the LDA, the 
sta" and the main activities.

For more info please contact:
Mr. Umberto Ademollo
Delegate, or
Mrs. Sabrina Quarantotto, Project 
manager

Local Democracy Agency (LDA) 
Verteneglio-Brtonigla
Trg Sv.Zenona 4-Piazza S.Zenone 4
52474 Verteneglio-Brtonigla
Croatia - Croazia - Hrvatska

Tel. ++385 52 774617
Fax ++385 52 720424
mail: info@Lda-verteneglio.hr
web: www.Lda-verteneglio.hr 

20 March 2009
LDA Verteneglio-Brtonigla (Croatia) presents its
1st newsletter.

www.Lda-verteneglio.hr
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L’Istituto Tecnico per 
Geometri “Canova” di 
Vicenza in collabora-
zione con Srpska Kul-
turna Zajednica (As-
sociazione culturale 
Serba di Arzignano) e 
con Sloga (Associazio-
ne culturale Serba di 
Vicenza), ha organizza-
to un incontro aperto 
al pubblico dal titolo 
“Serbia a Vicenza - in-
treccio di colori”.

L’incontro ha avuto 
luogo il 21 Marzo 2009 
presso l’Auditorium 
dell’Istituto “Canova” a 
Vicenza.

Per maggiori informazioni 
contattare la Segreteria 
dell’Istituto:
tel. 0444 507330
segreteria@itgcanova.it
www.itgcanova.it

21 March 2009
“Serbia a Vicenza - intreccio di colori”,
incontro aperto al pubblico sulla cultura serba.
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27 March 2009
International Seminar “Participation of the Balkan
countries in the European twinning programme”.

The nternational Seminar on 
«Participation of the Balkan 
countries in the European 
twinning programme» was 
jointly organised by the As-
sociation of Local Democra-
cy Agencies and the Council 
of European Municipalities 
and Regions (CEMR). The 
event was held in Sarajevo, 
on 27th March 2009.

Co-chaired by Mr. Janusz 
Marszalek, President of CEMR 
and Mr. Dobrica Milovanovic, 
vice-President of ALDA, the 
seminar was organised to 
help promote the “Europe 
for Citizens” a new European 
Programme 2007-2013 sup-
porting the town-twinning in 
Europe - which is now open to 
the participation of local au-
thorities of the Balkan coun-
tries.

Therefore, the focus of the 
Seminar in Sarajevo was to 
present the eligibility condi-
tions for participation in the 
programme, as well as to pro-
mote good local practice and 
a long standing experience in 
twinning projects implement-
ed by the Local Democracy 
Agencies, their host and part-
ner cities.

The programme included con-
tributions by the representa-
tives of the European Com-
mission DG Education and 
Culture, associations of local 
authorities in the region, cit-

ies and international associa-
tions included in the twinning 
programme. Interactive work-
shops and exchange with 
more than 60 participants 
were held after each thematic 
session.

Since May 1998, the Twin-
ning programme is one of the 
principal tools of Institution 
Building for EU accession as-
sistance while the beneficiary 
countries have benefited from 
over 1.100 twinning projects. 
The key input from the Mem-
ber State administration is 
to support the exchange 
through engagement of the 
team of long-term seconded 
EU experts, practitioners in 
the implementation of the 
acquis, to the new Member 
State, acceding, candidate or 
potential candidate country.

For more information on the con-
ference:
ALDA o"ce in Vicenza and in Sub-
otica
Chiara Strano and Stanka Parac
chiara.strano@aldaintranet.org
stanka.parac@aldaintranet.org
tel. +381 24 554 587
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Partners of
LDA Central Serbia

Lead partner:
Mr. Meyer Flemming, 
City of Aarhus,
Denmark

LDA host city:
City of Nis, Serbia

City of Reggio Emillia, 
Italy

Municipalities: Saltdal, 
Hemnes and Vefsen - 
Norway

Tavolo Trentino con la 
Serbia, Italy

Association for the 
Zavidovici LDA, Italy

City of Suresnes, 
France

City of Bydgoszcz, 
Poland

City of Kragujevac, 
Serbia

City of Kraljevo, Serbia

Standing Conference 
of Towns and Munici-
palities, Serbia

City of Kosice, Slova-
kia (Observer)

The annual LDA Central Serbia Part-
ners meeting was held on the 28th 
March in Rovereto, hosted by the 
municipal Council of Rovereto in co-
operation with Tavolo Trentino con 
Kraljevo, LDA CSS partner. This is 
the first annual LDA-s partner meet-
ing in 2009, implemented with the 
support of EU Operational grant.

After the last year’s meeting, part-
ners of LDA Central Serbia, 15 rep-
resentatives of the local/regional 
authorities and NGO-s had an in-
tensive communication regarding 
the appointment of the new Lead 
Partner. In close co-operation with 
the host city of Nis and owing to its 
wide twinning partners, communi-
cation with ALDA and LDA partners 
- a positive response was received 
from the city of Aarhus, Denmark.

Representative of the city of Aarhus, 
Mr. Meyer Flemming in his introduc-
tory speech stressed the need for 
creating a new synergy among the 
partners as a pool of stakeholders 
from both local self-governments 

and civil society who should work 
more closely on development ori-
ented projects intended for the 
municipalities in Serbia. Candidacy 
for the Lead partner was approved 
and all the members of LDACSS 
partners’ network voted in favor of 
electing the new Lead partner.

The main challenges of the LDA CSS 
in the forthcoming period are related 
with contents based strengthening 
the partnership network to meet the 
increasing needs for capacity build-
ing of local authorities in Central 
Serbia for EU integration and local 
economic development in co-opera-
tion with the host city of Nis and all 
the partners. Therefore, a new syn-
ergy should be launched among the 
partners and the forthcoming activi-
ties envisage creation of the project 
portfolio and human resource ca-
pacity building programme.

For further informations:
Stanka Parac
LDA Partnership Support 
stanka.parac@aldaintranet.org

28 March 2009
Annual Partners meeting of LDA Central Serbia, 
Rovereto.
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Contacts

President Per Vinther 47, rue des Confédérés - 1040 Bruxelles, Belgium
tel. 0032 27420161
mobile 0032 473 995 374
per.vinther@aldaintranet.org

Honorary President Gianfranco Martini gianfranco.martini@aldaintranet.org

Director Antonella Valmorbida# Council of Europe
Avenue de l’Europe - 67075 Strasbourg - France
tel. 0039 335 52 36 341
antonella.valmorbida@aldaintranet.org

External relations Stefania Toriello Council of Europe
Avenue de l’Europe - 67075 Strasbourg - France
tel. 0033 390214593 - mobile 0039 347 3509887
fax 0033 388412751
stefania.toriello@aldaintranet.org

Project Development 
O"cer

Marco Boaria 225, Viale Mazzini - 36100 Vicenza, Italy
tel. 0039 0444 540 146
mobile#+39 346 1531829
fax 0039 0444 231 043
marco.boaria@aldaintranet.org

Support Partnership 
Manager

Stanka Parac Damjanovic c/o LDA Subotica
Trg cara Jovana Nenada 15 - 24000 Subotica, Serbia
tel. 00381/24 554 587
fax 00381/24 553 116
stanka.parac@aldaintranet.org

Policy O"cer European 
A!airs and Field 
Operations

Srdjan Cvijic 47, rue des Confédérés - 1040 Bruxelles, Belgium
tel. 0032 2 7420161
srdjan.cvijic@aldaintranet.org

Project manager - Active 
Citizenship

Camille Ganglo! Council of Europe
Avenue de l’Europe - 67075 Strasbourg - France
tel. 0033 390214593
mobile 0033 6 33554710
camille.ganglo!@aldaintranet.org

Financial o"cer Barbara Elia 225, Viale Mazzini - 36100 Vicenza, Italy
tel. 0039 0444 540 146
fax 0039 0444 231 043
barbara.elia@aldaintranet.org

Accountant Alexandre Baliyanga Council of Europe
Avenue de l’Europe - 67075 Strasbourg - France
tel. 0033 3 88 41 30 67
fax 0033 3 90 21 55 17
alexandre.baliyanga@aldaintranet.org

Project Manager Ivana Dimitrovska Zenevska bb, 1000 Skopje, Macedonia
tel. +389 (0)2 306 59 32
mobile +389 (0)71 595 126
ivana.dimitrovska@aldaintranet.org

Communication O"cer Emilie Sakai 47, rue des Confédérés - 1040 Bruxelles, Belgium
tel. 0032 2 7420161
emilie.sakai@aldaintranet.org


