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Let’s start 2014 with determination and enthusiasm! 
 
To all the members and partners of ALDA! 

Let’s start a new year with energy and enthusiasm! 2014 will be – we all know it – a difficult one since we 
will have all to face challenges. For Croatia, it will be the first full year within the European Union family. 
We see all its potentiality and its difficulties. We cannot miss it and it will be fundamental to change our 
country into a modern, democratic and competitive one among the other European stakeholders. My 
Region, Istria, has a particular role in this since it has been steering many European aspiration, with 
projects, ideas and capacities. We see the importance of this time and our vision to enlarge the EU in all the 
region of Southern Eastern Europe so that to consolidate peace, growth and democracy. To underline the 
change, our Local Democracy Agencies in Croatia are today our Operational Partners and will be engaged 
with us – as ALDA – in all our actions and campaign, the first one being the “Awareness campaign” FOR 
EUROPE at the European Parliament Elections. 
 
ALDA will work this year to start a new season in Europe with the new Parliament and the new European 
Commission… and not the last, the programming period leading us to 2020. We should all work hard to put 
the local dimension, authorities and civil society, at the centre of this action. We continue to believe that 
local democracy is the key to development, equality and democracy. It is time to say clear and loud that our 
choice is for Europe and for a stronger and more democratic one, starting from communities and citizens.  
 
Together with YOU all and our Local Democracy Agencies, it is time to consolidate our efforts in the East 
and the South of the Neighborhood of the EU. In the East, in particular, a lot has to be done to support the 
European path started. Today, we see the difficult times for Ukraine and we hope that the efforts to see 
starting and working our new Local Democracy Agency in Dnipropetrovsk will be possible this year. The 
same goes with our efforts in Belarus and Southern Caucasus. I really feel that 2014 will be crucial for all 
these communities and we hope that we could work together to strengthen our work together.  
 
Stay tuned with us and let’s be stronger and work for impact and change! 
 
Your President 
Oriano Otocan 

 



 
 
Think and act for Europe, vote for Europe 
 
Think and act for Europe, vote for Europe 
Antonella Valmorbida, Director of ALDA  
 
The European Parliament Elections are – this time – a crucial crossroad. It can’t be and won’t be “an 
ordinary business”. It is too bad that, once again, we have to go to vote on national basis and that 
candidates will be once again the expression of national and local challenges. It would have been much 
better to have the so much expected transnational lists that would have brought to the front stage real 
European characters, with the possibility to collect votes from different members states. Those people exist 
in cultural, economic, political field. no, as said, once again, the candidates might only be the poor mixture 
of very local games. The only hope stays in the capacities of the parties to choose “good” candidates and to 
see beyond their limited visions so that to propose to their local electorate “different” names. 

The challenge is so big this time. We feel that this is an election for survival of the European project. We 
often say that there are not alternative to Europe. Well, it is not the case. There are other options. World 
won’t stop running without it. But all the options are bringing us all straight to worse scenarios : isolated 
countries won’t just be able to cope with big masses and continental interests. Economy, culture, 
education, future is global and a piece by piece Europe has not future as a key player neither in economy 
nor in security. We – all those who are Europeans - need to say clear enough that this time the vote is FOR 
EUROPE. 

The campaign for getting us “out of the sofa and vote for the European Parliament” in May starts now. We 
need to be active and request our respective parties and stakeholders to satisfy our expectations in brining 
good, capable and reliable candidates who will be able to stand the challenge. We need to request a role 
for Parliament as a fundamental democratic institution for Europe that will be able to face the crisis and 
relaunch our future. We need Europe, we need a better Europe, deeper and more democratic. A Europe for 
all its citizens.  
 
Approve and endorse the Reccommendations of the European Year of Citizens 2013 (.pdf) 
 
Be active around you and disseminate, together with ALDA – the European Association for Local Democracy 
– the campaign for the European Parliament Elections 
 
This time, think and act for Europe : vote for Europe 
 
This week, ALDA attends two important meetings of future Alliances that will be strengthening the 
democratic aspect of the European Union. On Monday, Democracy International (http://www.democracy-
international.org) organises a first meeting of all interested in more direct democracy in Europe and on 
Friday the Europea Movement Internationa launches the activity of the Allinace for European Convention 
(http://www.europeanmovement.eu) 

 

 

 

http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/public/allegati/EYCA%20Report_EN-.pdf
http://www.elections2014.eu/en


 
 
WTD re-granting scheme - Impacting at the local level, focus on Latvia 
 
WTD - Working Together for Development is a multi-annual development project designed by the 
Association of Local Democracy Agencies (ALDA) in cooperation with 21 international partners and 
associates coming from 16 different countries of the enlarged Europe. The WTD project entered its third 
year of implementation, and was in the spotlight during two major international events recently: the 
European Development Days in Brussels, and the event ‘Human development and social service delivery at 
local level – a shared challenge for LRA and CSO in the EaP area' in Vilnius, organised by ALDA (WTD) and 
EPAN working group of CONCORD in the framework of the Civil Society Conference 2013. 
 
The WTD impacts at international, national, as well as local level. One of the most important components 
of the project to impact on the local level by supporting the creation and strengthening of partnerships 
between Local Authorities and NGOs for joint actions in the field of development is its re-granting 
component. Through the re-granting scheme, the 10 partners launched a call for projects for civil society 
organizations and local authorities in their area. The best projects received were co-financed with up to 
2,000 €, and up to 50% of the project budget.  
 
The Latvian Association of Local and Regional Governments (LALRG) selected three projects, proposed by 
three municipalities and supporting cooperation with Georgia, Belarus, and Moldova. The first project, 
implemented by the Municipality of Bauska, focused on 'Development co-operation Opportunities throuth 
networking, Information exchange and Training'. The activities, carried out during the summer 2013, 
helped developing skills and capacities in development cooperation for officials, administrative workers, 
and civil society of the municipality, by creating new networks with the Georgian Municipality of Khashuri. 
 
'Struve unites through the centuries' was the title of the second project, implemented by the Municipality 
of Gulbene in Latvia and Belarus. The project brought together representatives of LAs, NGOs, youth 
centers, UNESCO Latvia representative, Belarusian partners, and citizens, and it promoted development 
cooperation and local democracy by sharing experiences and know-how between the Belarusian  District 
Ashmyany and the Latvian Municipality of Gulbene, and set the basis for future cooperation also through 
the unifying element of the Struve Geodetic Arc. 
 
Last but not least, the Municipality of Jelgava implemented a project on 'Active partnership and 
communities for development'. Its objective was to strengthen the already developed cooperation 
between Moldovan and Latvian Municipalies in order to promote sustainable development and establish 
synergies, while improving knowledge and capacity of LA and CSO in Moldova regarding sustainable 
development, and raising awareness among citizens. The Municipality of Jelgava and the Moldovan Cahul 
Municipalities shared experiences and best practices fur further joint development actions, and a follow-up 
meeting was held after completion of the project in October, to plan cooperation. 
ALDA will soon provide more information on all other small projects supported by WTD, and coordinated by 
the other partners, as well as on the future activities of the project. Antoher six busy months are in front of 
us, and of all partners of the project!  

'Development co-operation Opportunities throuth networking, Information exchange and Training' - 
Municipality of Bauska 
 
Photo gallery 

Press review: 

http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/photogallery_dett.php?id=118


Bauska Novada Vestis 

Bauska.lv 

  

'Struve unites through the centuries' - Municipality of Gulbene 
 
Photo gallery 

Press review: 

Gulbene Novads 

Gulbene Novads 

Gulbene Novads 

Gulbene Novada Zinas 

Dzirkstele 

Gulbene Novads 

  

'Active partnership and communities for development' - Municipality of Jelgava 
 
Photo gallery 

Press review: 

Jelgava Novads 

 
 

 

 
 

European citizens discuss local needs on health and environment within 
the project COHEIRS 

 
The “implementing partners” of the project COHEIRS, from 8 different countries in wider Europe (Italy, 
Croatia, Macedonia, Romania, Bulgaria, Malta, Slovenia and Albania) set up citizens’ panels at local level to 
discuss their territories’ needs in terms of health and environment.  
 
Busy weeks are ahead of all partners: on 24 January, the Italian Institute ISBEM will organise the 3rd 

http://www.bauska.lv/userfiles/file/Bauskas_novada_vestis/2013.gads/BNV_2013_Augusts_web.pdf
http://www.bauska.lv/i.php?id=1300
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/photogallery_dett.php?id=119
http://www.gulbene.lv/
http://www.gulbene.lv/index.php/in-p/pprj/82-projektu-aktivittes/5072-12v
http://www.gulbene.lv/index.php/in-p/pprj/82-projektu-aktivittes/5201-slg
http://www.gulbene.lv/images/stories/pasvaldiba/laikraksts/2013/2013_05.pdf
http://dzirkstele.diena.lv/vietejas-zinas/ekspedicijas-laika-peta-struves-meridiana-loka-merisanas-punktus-gulbenes-novada-868
http://www.gulbene.lv/index.php/tv/5244-struve
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/photogallery_dett.php?id=120
http://www.jelgavasnovads.lv/lv/starptautiska-sadarbiba-aktiva-partneriba-un-pasvaldibas-attistiba/


workshop in Rome, at the Permanent Italian Delegation to the European Commission, which will also kick-
off the  first "Forum Cittadinanza, Salute e Ambiente". ALDA Director Antonella Valmorbida will intervene 
among the speakers. The event has the Adesione of the President of the Italian Republic, and the Patrocinio 
of Roma Capitale. 
 
On 28 January, the third workshop organized by the Council of Birgu, in Malta, will take place. Its focus is 
"The quality of air around us". The following days, 30 and 31 January, Sofia will host the first two workshops 
promoted by the Bulgarian association IDA network. Topics of the debate will include "What we eat and 
how we cultivate it?", "What H2O we are drinking and how we treat it?", "The air that we breath". 
 
During the workshops the participants, citizens who are not particularly engaged in public life, will debate 
their opinions and suggestions, which will be used to elaborate recommendations on environmental topics 
for local, national, and European authorities. 
 
Keep following our website and social media channels for further updates on all the events related to the 
project. 
 
Useful links 
 
Programme of the "Forum Cittadinanza, Salute e Ambiente" - 24 January, Rome (in Italian, .jpg) 
Read more about the project COHEIRS 

 

 
 
 

Democracy is freedom of information: The European Initiative for Media 
Pluralism 

 

 
Sign to protect media freedom! 
 
European Alternatives and Alliance Internationale de Journalistes have been working since 2010 towards the 
establishment of a European Initiative for Media Pluralism, a coalition promoting the idea that European 
institutions should safeguard the right to free, independent and pluralistic information. 

The European Initiative for Media Pluralism, supported by ALDA, brings together nearly one hundred 
organisations, media, and professional bodies from throughout the continent running a European Citizens 
Initiative, a tool of transnational participatory democracy allowing at least one million citizens in at least 7 EU 
member states to present directly to the European Commission a legislative proposal. 

The Initiative demands to the European Commission to draft a Directive on media pluralism containing: a) 
effective legislation to avoid concentration of ownership in the media and advertisement sectors; b) guaranteed 
independence of supervisory bodies from political power; c) definition of conflict of interests to avoid media 

http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/public/allegati/forum-cittadinanza-ambiente-programma.jpg
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/project_dett.php?ID=43
http://www.mediainitiative.eu/
http://www.euroalter.com/
http://www.alliance-journalistes.net/article1.html
http://www.mediainitiative.eu/
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/citizens-initiatives2.php
http://www.mediainitiative.eu/what-we-do/
http://www.mediainitiative.eu/what-we-do/


moguls occupying high political office; d) monitoring systems to regularly check the health and independence of 
the media in member states. 

The European Initiative for Media Pluralism has received broad support from the cultural, academic, and political 
world. But most important of all, it aims to mobilise citizens from throughout Europe to stand up and demand 
that the European institutions show their commitment to fundamental rights and civil liberties, even when 
member states increasingly fail to do so. 

Join us and protect Media Pluralism in Europe 
 

 

 
 
 

The three Local Democracy Agencies in Croatia now Operational Partners 
of ALDA 

 

 
The work carried out by the Association of Local Democracy Agencies (ALDA) in Croatia during the past years has 
strongly supported the integration of the country in Europe, and the milestone of its accession in July 2013.  
 
The activities of of the three Local Democracy Agencies, based in Verteneglio/Brtonigla, Sisak and Osijek, were 
crucial to build trust, promote citizen participantion and European values, and strengthen local authorities.  
 
The three LDAs have now become Operational Partners of ALDA, and together with the association will work hard 
to promote good governance and active citizenship at local level. They will have a major role in further the 
enlargement of the EU in the region, and will be a real asset for the whole network of ALDA. 
 
Awaiting the European Parliament elections in 2014, they will be actively involved in campaigning to get citizens 
out of the sofa and vote for Europe. 
 
More information: 

Verteneglio/Brtonigla 

Sisak 

Osijek 

Campaign for the European Parliament Elections 
 

http://www.mediainitiative.eu/
http://www.mediainitiative.eu/
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/lda_dett.php?id=7
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/lda_dett.php?id=6
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/lda_dett.php?id=5
http://www.elections2014.eu/en


 
 
 

End of the project TOYS - TOlerance in Youth Sport in Mesagne, Italy 
 
The Association of Local Democracy Agencies (ALDA), in strong cooperation with the Euro Mediterranean 
Scientific and Biomedical Institute (ISBEM) and ASD Mesagne Volley successfully completed the EU project 
TOlerance in Youth Sport - TOYS that took place in Apulia Region from 12 to 19 January. 
 
The international training, granted by the European Commission under the programme Youth in Action, 
brought together 47 participants from 9 different countries in wider Europe. The aim of the activity was to 
share good practices on how to tackle racism and discrimination in sport by promoting social inclusion and 
integration, volunteering and active citizenship among young people. 
 
TOYS was an opportunity to provide the participants with new skills and ideas on how to increase the 
quality and capacity of youth work when dealing with racism and tolerance in youth sport. The activity was 
also an occasion for widely showcasing the new 2014-2020 programme for education, training, youth and 
sport Erasmus+, as well as for triggering debate on the European Parliament elections in May 2014. A wide 
dissemination trough local medias such as the Mesagne web journal as well as national TV channels as Rai 3 
was key to ensure a strong impact on the whole Region.  
 
Television media 

TV Norba 

Studio 100 

Rai 3 
 
Radios 

IDEA (Local radio from Mesagne) 

Listen the interview  
 
Online 

Mesagnesera 

Brindisi Report 

Disti blog 

Mesagne.net & Mesagne.net 
 
Newspapers 

Gazzettino di Brindisi  

https://soundcloud.com/alda-5/intervista-di-aldo-xhani-pm-di#new-timed-comment-at-492357%0A
http://www.mesagnesera.it/mesagne-dal-12-al-19-gennaio-ospiti-9-paesi-diversi/
http://www.brindisireport.it/
http://www.disti.it/
http://www.mesagne.net/associazioni-locali/695-toys-tolerance-youth-in-sport-rendere-i-giovani-protagonisti-dalla-puglia-all-europa.html
http://www.mesagne.net/sport/volley/703-razzismo-nel-volley-la-condanna-dell-amministrazione-comunale.html
http://www.ilgazzettinobr.it/


Gazzetta del Mezzogiorno Brindisi 
 
To see more pictures visit our Facebook page 

 

 
 

French Local and Regional Authorities work with counterparts in all 
Balkans! Three years of intense cooperation 
 
For another three years, more than 15 local and regional authorities from France, will work with their 
counterparts in all South Eastern European countries. 

The lead partner, Pays Vichy Auvergne is steering a wide process to support bilateral decentralised 
cooperation focusing on youth empowerment, local development, rural tourism, institutional building and 
local governance. 

ALDA and the Local Democracy Agencies are an essential part of the programme for its coordination and 
for the organisation of three international events. 

The first event should take place on the 14/16th of October 2014 in Strasbourg, coinciding with the 
Congress session of the Council of Europe. The multistakeholder programme receives the support from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of France. 

"Our objective is being partner of this wide platform is to improve our decentralised cooperation with the 
Republic of Macedonia. We want to create synergies with other actors in Western Balkans and we aim at 
understanding better also the work of our colleagues in France. 

The Programme France Balkan is added value for our existing cooperation", confirms Sabine Guichet 
Lebailly, responsible of the decentralised cooperation Conseil Regional de Basse Normandie - Macedonia, 
at the Basse Normandie Region, also member of ALDA and Governing Board member. The meeting was 
attended by Antonella Valmorbida, the Director of ALDA. 

 
 
 

 
 

Citizens’ Participation at the Local Level: Possible action for change in 
Belarus 

Summary of the article written by our ALDA Director Antonella Valmorbida, Coordinator of the Subgroup 
on Local Government and Public Administration Reform of the Civil Society Forum for the Eastern 
Partnership, published on the issue January-April 2014 of New Eastern Europe. 

http://www.lagazzettadelmezzogiorno.it/
https://www.facebook.com/ALDA.Europe?fref=ts
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/project_dett.php?ID=1
http://www.neweasterneurope.eu/node/1093


See also the contribution of Alena Zuikova (from EuroBelarus) and Miroslav Kobosa (Lev Sapieha 
Foundation) both partners of ALDA’s project in Belarus and members of ALDA. 

Belarus represents a challenge for Europe as a whole. It is so much a European country and yet so much a 
different game. The country is not a member of the Council of Europe and has never actually reached the 
doorsteps. It is the only European country fully engaged in the Customs Union with Russia. Belarus is a 
partner of the Eastern Partnership, sui generis, considering that the only really proactive dimension is the 
Civil Society one, with the National Platform of the Civil Society Forum for Eastern Partnership. The 
European Union – in front of evident breaches of human rights, imprisonment of political opponents, death 
penalty, strong limitation to freedom of association – is struggling to find a policy: the principle of more-for-
more, and in this case less-for-less; a visa ban for a number of officials, a complicated (not fully understood) 
“modernisation plan” for Belarus, and programmes to support civil society and other stakeholders. Not all 
of these attempts are successful but, at least, the process continues and the EU is not giving up.  
 
For ALDA, citizens’ participation in decision making at the local level is an action for change, towards 
development, democracy and better life for citizens. The same principle is valid for EU countries and for the 
Eastern Partnership, including Belarus. It implies existence, strength and capacity for both stakeholders of 
local governance (local authorities and local civil society) and an actual possibility to work together. This 
approach meets a number of difficulties in the EaP countries and specifically in Belarus. All the EaP 
countries are still enduring effects from the Soviet system, centralised bureaucracy and a passive citizenry. 
Legislation is weak – or non-existent and inconsistent - and do not leave autonomy and independence to 
the local authorities, which are often the extension of the powers of the state. Any possible European 
orientation would focus on the role of regions and the decentralisation of power. 
 
Among the more effective instruments in capacity building, policy making and awareness raising for civil 
society in the Eastern Partnership countries, we can refer to the work of the Civil Society Forum for Eastern 
Partnership. Its Subgroup on Local Government and Public Administration Reform has worked intensively in 
studying and identifying priorities in 2012 and produced a comparative approach to the citizens’ 
participation possibilities in the region. The primary references include: European Charter on Local Self 
Government; Additional protocol to the European Charter of Local Self Government on the right to 
participate in the affairs of local authority; the strategy for innovation and good governance at the local 
level; and the Code of Good Practices of Citizens participation. It studied in particular the access to public 
information, the direct democracy mechanisms and consultative democracy. 
 
The work of ALDA within the Eastern Partnership is particularly important and visible in Belarus with the 
support of local partners such as the Lev Sapieha Foundation (particularly focused on local government 
promotion in Belarus) and EuroBelarus. The approach of ALDA in Belarus is to focus on socially useful and 
oriented projects (with granting mechanisms), which allow for community development and citizen 
awareness. 
 
The support of the European Union for actions addressing local authorities or local communities, acting 
closely with civil society groups, could give a strong impetus to consolidate the awareness and capacities of 
local actors. It will address the methodologies of citizens’ participation without developing highly political 
sensitive topics but producing changes in daily lives. The non-state actor programmes of the European 
Union should go in this direction. 
 
Lastly, it is also advisable to be consistent regarding the political discourse coming from Brussels and a clear 
and fierce support for democratic forces and civil society organisations in Belarus. This includes the actual 
implementation phases in Minsk; as organisations are obliged to follow complicated and heavy rules and 
regulations (which can be just as complex from the EU side as they are in Belarus), often creating barriers 
for action and making it nearly impossible to deliver results. 
 
Read the full Article  
 
Learn more about Belarusian civil society in the current issue of New Eastern Europe in which there is the 
contribution of our partners Lev Sapieha Foundation and EuroBelarus.  

http://neweasterneurope.eu/sites/default/files/NEE2014TOC_web.pdf
http://neweasterneurope.eu/sites/default/files/NEE2014TOC_web.pdf
http://www.neweasterneurope.eu/node/1093
http://www.neweasterneurope.eu/current


 

 
 

A key step on gender equality in Tunisia consolidates the foundations for a 
future effort of ALDA in the country, in cooperation with Lam Echaml 
Statement of Alessandro Perelli, Vice President of ALDA. 
 
“All citizens, women and men, have the same rights and duties, and they are equal at law without 
discrimination”. This is stated in article 20 of the new Constitution of Tunisia. 
 
“The political and social confusion that characterized the period following the Arab Revolutions is about to 
end with the approval of the Constitution, expected by the end of January, and with the formation of a new 
independent government and the new low on elections”- said ALDA’s Vice President, Alessandro Perelli, 
coordinator of the working group on Euro-Mediterranean cooperation, which recently met in Trieste, at the 
premises of the Region Friuli Venezia Giulia. 
 
“Equality between men and women – continued Perelli - is a key step towards a real democratic and liberal 
society, and shows that the progresses began in 2011 are continuing with concrete facts. Moreover, it 
represents an example that can involve all the other countries in the Mediterranean area, struggling with 
democratic growth and respect of civil rights. Those are looking at equal opportunities and gender equality. 
Those are values on of the Council of Europe, to the family of which ALDA belongs”.  
 
“The decision of the Constituent Assembly of Tunisia is of exceptional importance and the fact that it was 
made with a substantial agreement between Islamist and laic parliamentarians is a good signal for future 
developments, although there might be a risk of obstacles and attempts to restoration. It is also an 
incentive for local authorities and associations, which, together with Moncef Ben Slimane, President of the 
Association of Civil Society Lam Echaml of Tunis, are working for the creation of a Local Democracy Agency 
in Tunisia. 

Visit lam echaml website and our LDAs page 

 
 

Women participation in politics in the spotlight in Skopje – MY EU 
international conference  
Skopje, Macedonia 

The international conference “Women participation in Politics” took place in Skopje from the 8th to the 
11th of December. 
 
This 3-day forum was in the framework of “My EUROPE” project, where ALDA is partner, and  is the third 
event after the one held in Brescia in February 2013 and the second held in Strasbourg last June, and 
organised by ALDA. My EU is a project supported by the programme “Europe for Citiziens”.  

http://www.lamechaml.org/
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/lda.php


 
The Coalition of youth organizations SEGA, lead by Zoran Ilieski in cooperation with the Women 
Organization of the Municipality of Sveti Nikole were the local organizers of the event. ALDA’s contribution 
was key to the success of the event: the communication officer of the association Irene Zanetti 
participated, and the intervention by Asa Albinsson from BalticFem was remarkable, because she brought 
to the participants the 30-year-experience of the Swedish association in gender equality. BalticFem is not 
partner of the project, but an active partner of ALDA’s network.  
 
The final speech of the event was delivered by Liliana Popovska, Chair of the Committee of Equal 
Opportunities of Macedonia. She closed the meeting with the notable statement: “When we discuss how to 
improve women participation to the political life, we should speak of evolution, not of revolution”. 
 
See the pictures of the event on Facebook 

See the TV coverage of the event on ALFA TV and on 24 VESTI (in Macedonian) 

Read more about the project MY EU 
 
Read more about the Swedish association BalticFem 

 
 

NEWS FROM THE LDAs 

 
 

Meeting of the Minister of Defence and representatives of the Atlantic 
Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
 
Zekerijah Osmić, Minister of Defence of Bosnia and Herzegovina held a meeting with representatives of the 
Atlantic Council and students from the Federation and the Student Union of the Republic of Serbian on 3 
December, in front of the Atlantic Council of BiH. 

The meeting was attended by the president of this organization, Ph.D. Diana Hrustanović Gupta, Dženana 
Dedic, executive director of the Local Democracy Agency Mostar, and Sekar Batric, executive director of the 
Network of NGOs of the Republic of Serbian. 

Ms. Diana Gupta Hrustanović met representatives of the BiH MoD project "BiH on its path towards NATO". 

The activities of these organizations is conducted in order to promote the principles and regulations of 
NATO, Partnership for Peace, and other international organizations to ensure peace and security and to 
inform citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina on the same issues. 

Ms.Dženana Dedic, Executive Director of the Agency for Local Democracy in Mostar, stressed the need to 
raise a networks with organizations that have the same or similar goals activities, for new projects, which 
would include other middle from across the country who have not been part of the activities. The focus is 
on establishing cooperation between citizens and local authorities, civil society and education is the key for 
the success of this project. 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10152123390084925.1073741835.116257799924&type=1
http://alfa.mk/News.aspx?id=67690#.UrMrWI2hAmK
http://24vesti.mk/malo-vlijanie-na-zhenite-vo-politikata
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/project_dett.php?ID=41
http://www.balticfem.com/en/


Student representatives spoke about their experiences in training and seminars on NATO and highlighted 
the need for the involvement of the young people and representatives of the media in disseminating 
information to ensure public support and build positive public opinion about the necessity of BiH accession 
to Euro-Atlantic integration. Minister Osmić welcomed the efforts of the Atlantic Council in promoting the 
values of NATO throughout the whole country and especially the commitment in the field of education and 
affirmation of the role of young people in this area. "We believe that NGOs and civil sector as a whole can 
and should be partners in the implementation of state institutions Action Plan NATO communications 
strategy BiH. We are ready and open for cooperation with the Atlantic Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and other related organizations to work on common projects" said the Minister. 

For other information visit the website of the BiH Ministry of Defense 

 

 

 
 

20th anniversary of LDAs Subotica and Osijek 

 
Subotica 

The cross-border café organised for twelve municipalities in the border area of Croatia and Serbia, hosted 
by the city of Subotica was a more than symbolic framework and excellent opportunity to mark the 20th 
anniversary of the two “oldest” LDAs in the Western Balkans, established as early as in 1993. 

Considering the many years of joint work within the ALDA network, symbolic were also the title and the 
content of the action jointly developed and being implemented  by the two LDAs  whose communication 
and co-operation has become a daily routine in the course of implementing of the series of cross-border 
capacity building and networking activities of the project: Support to networking and twinning at European 
level – SNET.EU (IPA CBC Croatia-Serbia Programme). 

During the introductory part, the four LDA Delegates got together and addressed the participants: Miljenko 
Turniski, Delegate and president of LDA Osijek, Olga Perusic, former Delegate of LDA Subotica (2009-11), 
Silvija Patarcic, Delegate of LDA Subotica, and Stanka Parac Damjanovic, ALDA Regional programme 
Coordinator (Delegate of LDA Subotica, 2002-2008). The newly elected Deputy Mayor of Subotica, Sinisa 
Babickovic,  responsible for international and regional co-operation awarded the two Local Democracy 
Agencies with a symbolic Certificate of Partnership, complementary also with the signed Cooperation 
Agreement between the cities of Osijek and Subotica. 

During the event gathering some 50 representatives of Local governments and CSOs successful EU funded 
projects were presented, while the recently established LDA Subotica Resource and Training Centre was the 
venue of exchange of good practice and cross-border co-operation planning process. After the seminar, the 
guests from Croatia  visited the traditional Christmas Fair in the city centre of Subotica. 

 

 

 

http://www.mod.gov.ba/aktuelnosti/vijesti/?id=28136
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/project_dett.php?ID=42
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/project_dett.php?ID=42


 
 

The First Reflections after Vilnius Summit-Young Leaders Forum, Brussels, 
Dec 2-4 
 
“The European Parliament relies only on its values, morals and attitudes; it doesn’t count on blackmailing 
and pressures”, - these were the starting words of Young Leaders Forum held in the premises of the 
European Parliament in which Esmarida Poghosyan from “Local Democracy Agency” foundation Armenia 
took participation and is sharing with her impressions. 
 
 In total the participants’ number was 24; 18 young people were representing 6 Eastern Partnership 
countries (the Ukraine, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Belarus, Georgia and Moldova) and 6 of them were from the 
EU members states. 

The principle aim of the forum was the discussion on the latest developments in Vilnius Summit Nov 28-29, 
where the EU initialed Association Agreement with Georgia and Moldova and included the ideas of 
establishing Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Areas. The Association Agreement aims to deepen EU 
political and economic integration with EaP countries on the basis of common values, promoting and 
preserving peace and stability, enhancing justice, freedom and security. Mr. Jacek Saryusz- Wolski (Co-Vice 
President of the Euronest Parliamentary Assembly), Mr. Miguel Martinez (Vice President of European 
Parliament), Mr. Stefan Fule (Commissioner for Enlargement and Neighborhood) and Mr. Martin Schulz 
(President of the European Parliament) were the invited guest speakers of the forum. 

There were hot discussions touching upon the present situation in each EaP country. Right after the guests’ 
speech the participants were allowed to asked questions, the answers to which they were striving for. Most 
of the speakers stated that the summit was half failure, taking the case of Armenia and the Ukraine, and 
half success on the other hand; Moldova and Georgia initialed the Association Agreement. The Georgian 
case is really tough and problematic; the government should take certain steps to reform the election 
system, give end to selective justice, as the later doesn’t fulfill the criterion of the EU requirements. Dispute 
atmosphere ruled in the parliament concerning Mr. Arbusov and Mr. Barosso meeting, as most of them had 
strong belief that Mr. Arbusov is simply playing with the EU; the Ukraine denied signing the Association 
Agreement, the government is waiting to be bribed either by the EU or the Russian side. The EU is not 
bribing anyone and the Association Agreement will not be reopened for them never again. Armenia is more 
or less in one boat with the Ukraine sharing the same destiny in the term of the Russians pressures. 
However, the cases are different taking into consideration geographical settlements and security issues. 
Armenia fell into Putin’s charms, Mr. Sargsyan did was a big mistake giving way to the Russians’ pressures 
and threats. Armenia depends on Russia to guarantee its security and its large Diaspora in Russia makes 
Armenia to have close economic relations with Russia. There are other recent developments that may shed 
light on Russia’s behavior towards Armenia. President Putin made his first visit to Baku in many years, 
which resulted in the contract for the supply of Russia military to Azerbaijan. Meanwhile Russia has a 
military base in Armenia, Gyumri. Thus Russia is arming Armenia’s enemy while at the same time pressuring 
it to join the Customs Union. Azerbaijan’s dream is over; they don’t have any intention to sign the 
Association Agreement. In the run up of the forum one of the most important and painful question on the 
future of these countries was the issue of mobility and migration to the EU member states. Georgia, the 
Ukraine and Moldova negotiated visa liberalization with the EU, Armenia and Azerbaijan have focused on 
visa facilitation. 

The last guest speaker of the forum was Mr. Schulz, the president of the European Parliament, who stated 
about the certain strategy changes dealing with Russia. Russia understands only hard language and 
sometimes the EU’s soft power is interpreted as weakness. However, financial or economic pressures and 



blackmailing aren’t part of the EU strategy as they are deeply convinced in their democratic values. Russia 
was the invisible guest in Vilnius summit and didn’t convert its working style with their neighborhood for 
many centuries and the EU wasn’t surprised at all. 

To conclude: The EU borders aren’t closed for Armenia and the Ukraine; building confidence and sense of 
responsibility among the EU states and EaP countries remains still on the table. 

  

 

 

 

 


