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With the participation of:
. Representative of the Government of Ecuador
. Representative of European Government
. Representative of the European Commission, DG DEVCO
. Representative of the Tanger Tetouan Region, Morocco
. Representative of a Spanish Fund of Municipalities for  
  Development Cooperation
. Representatives of local governments
. Representative of Civil Society
. Representatives of UNDP 

The side event will provide an opportunity to present first-hand experience of devel-
opment actors who have taken on the challenge of applying a territorial approach to 
development in the context of multi-level and multi-stakeholder governance. 

It will highlight the crucial role that sub-national governments and civil society in the South 
and the North are playing in promoting national and international development policies. 

The event will focus on the opportunities that arise from a close cooperation between 
decentralized cooperation actors, national governments and multilateral organizations 
specifically in promoting Internationally Agreed Development Goals/MDGs and the 
Rio+20/post-2015 agenda. 

Sub-national governments and actors are increasingly engaged in development 
cooperation, spurred by urbanization and decentralization trends. This form of “de-
centralized cooperation” presents both opportunities and challenges for development 
cooperation.

The territorial approach to development valorises the sub-national actors as key 
stakeholders in development. Applying a “territorial lens” to national development 
policies and global debates can render development cooperation more effective in 
addressing the real needs of people. 

A dialogue between territories - from South to South and South to North – has proven 
an effective way for the exchange of knowledge, expertise and practical solutions on 
issues of common interest across countries and communities.

Multi-level governance frameworks allow linking local processes to national and inter-
national development strategies, promoting a logic of coordination that reduces frag-
mentation and enhances the impact of development interventions at the local level.

Local, regional and national governments, 
UN agencies, the European Commission and 
civil society representatives will discuss 
innovative partnerships for more effective 
development cooperation. 


