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Monitoring and supporting the added value of citizen participation at the 
local level - join the seminar! 
 
The seminar "Monitoring and supporting the added value of citizen participation at the local 
level", organised by the European Association for Local Democracy – ALDA, addresses the issue of 
local democracy and citizen participation at the local level as an instrument for development and 
peace, in the EU and in the world, and presents practical approaches to monitor, assess and 
support this process. 
 
The seminar will present the “2014 State of Participatory Democracy Report” of UNDEF supported 
HUNGER project, ALDA’s project DECIDE and its Local Democracy Index, and the publication edited 
by the Secretary General of ALDA Antonella Valmorbida on “Citizens’ Participation at the Local 
Level in the EU and Neighbourhood Countries”.  
 
Please find here the full programme(.pdf). 
 
As places are limited please RSVP by registering via the online form by 28th November 2014.  
Date and venue: 5 December 2014, from 9.30 to 13.00 - Brussels – Committee of the Regions, 
JDE53. 
A cocktail reception will follow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/public/allegati/Agenda%20event%205-12-2014.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1A9Ceyh7Oh25JELwULPY2LNGijpE7xfyE-tmYgxpcojA/viewform?edit_requested=true


 
 
Discover Europe by discovering the work of ALDA! Lottery to celebrate our 
(first) 15 years of activities together 

 
The fifteenth anniversary of the European Association for Local Democracy, ALDA, is coming ahead 
soon in December. We believe this is an important birthday, worth to be celebrated with our 
members, partners, and friends, and for this we are launching a lottery. 

By participating in ALDA’s lottery, not only will you be part of our community supporting the 
promotion of local democracy and good governance in the enlarged Europe. The lucky winners will 
have a chance to discover Europe, from its heart to its periphery. 

The 31 prizes, offered by members and partners of the association, include trips, typical food and 
wine, IT devices, and magazines, and will make you discover something new about Europe, as well 
as about ALDA. 

Get ready to go behind-the-scenes with us! Tickets cost 5 € each, and the final extraction will be 
on 15 March.  
For more information and for reserving tickets, please contact Barbara 
Elia: barbara.elia@aldaintranet.org 
 
List of prizes: 

Discover Europe and the work of ALDA! 

1.Travel and 3-night stay in Strasbourg (France) for 2 people - offered by ALDA  
2. Travel and 3-night stay in Brussels (Belgium) for 2 people - offered by ALDA  
3. Travel and 3-night stay in Vicenza, Veneto (Italy) for 2 people - offered by ALDA 
4. Travel and 4-night stay in Caen, Lower Normandy (France) for 2 people - offered by Region 
Lower Normandy  
5. Travel and 3-night stay in Kotor (Montenegro) 2 people - offered by LDA Montenegro  
6. Travel and 3-night stay in Mostar (Bosnia Herzegovina) for 2 people - offered by LDA Mostar  
7. Travel and 3-night stay in Ohrid (Macedonia) for 2 people - offered by Region Lower Normandy  
8. Travel and 3-night stay in Palic / Subotica, Vojvodina (Serbia) for 2 people - offered by LDA 
Subotica 
9. Travel and 3-night stay in Georgia, Black Sea for 2 people - offered by LDA Georgia 
10. 2-night stay in B&B in rural tourism, Erdut / Osijek (Croatia) for 2 people - offered by Erdut 
Municipality  
11. 2-night stay in B&B in rural tourism, Daij (Croatia) for 2 people - offered by Erdut Municipality  
12. 2-night stay in B&B in rural tourism, Aljmaš (Croatia) for 2 people - offered by Erdut 

mailto:barbara.elia@aldaintranet.org


Municipality 
13. 3-night stay in Strasbourg (France) for 2 people - offered by Strasbourg  
14. 3-night stay in Brussels (Belgium) for 2 people - offered by ALDA  
15. New Eastern Europe, a bimonthly dedicated to Central and Eastern Europe – 1 year 
subscription - offered by New Eastern Europe 

For you and your family!  
 
16. Travel and 3-night stay in Strasbourg (France) for the Christmas Market 2015 for 2 people - 
offered by Strasbourg 
17. 3-night stay in Hammamet (Tunisia) for 2 people - offered by Lam Echaml  
18. 3-night stay in Varna, Black Sea Coast (Bulgaria) for 2 people - offered by UBBSLA  
19. 1 week-end stay in Karşıyaka (Turkey) for 2 people - offered by Karsiyaka Municipality 
20. 2-night stay in San Candido, Dolomites (Italy) for 2 people - offered by Hotel Leitlhof  
21. 5-night stay in Salento, Apulia (Italy) for 2 people - offered by ISBEM  
22. 6-night stay in Ravenna, Emilia Romagna (Italy) for 2 people - offered by Hotel Diana  
23. 6-night stay in Ravenna, Emilia Romagna (Italy) for 2 people - offered by Association ENDAS  
24. iPad Apple mini Retina 16 GB Wi-Fi + Cellular - offered by ABC Vicenza 
25. 6 PDO (Protected Designation of Origin) bottles of wines from Apulia (Italy) - offered by Albano 
Carrisi 
26. 6 PDO (Protected Designation of Origin) white organic wines from Alsace (France) - offered by 
family Friederich/ Zasova 
27. Large basket of typical food and drinks from Cilento, Campania (Italy) - offered by Laurino 
Municipality  
28. 3 entries to Disneyland Paris (France) - offered by ALDA  
29. 3 entries to Gardaland, Verona, Veneto (Italy) - offered by ALDA  
30. 2 entries for EXIT Festival 2015 in Novi Sad (Serbia) - offered by LDA Subotica  
31. 4 entries for the exhibition "Tutankhamon Caravaggio Van Gogh" in Vicenza, Veneto (Italy) - 
offered by Vicenza 

Winners will be informed about the prizes conditions and details. 

 

 

Ukraine’s humanitarian crisis needs EU support 

 
The opinion piece by CONCORD’s EPAN (Enlargement, Pre-accession and Neighborhood) working 
group on the Ukraine’s present situation is alarming. According to EPAN working group, chaired by 
Antonella Valmorbida, ALDA Secratary General, the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine is getting worse 
every day. 

http://www.gardaland.it/resort/index-en.php


Since January 2014, hundreds of thousands of civilians were forced to leave their homes and flee 
to neighbouring countries or to other more peaceful areas in Ukraine (internally displaced people, 
IDPs). The estimated number of people living in conflict-affected areas now stands at 5.2 million 
but real figures seem to be much higher. What needs to be set up firstly is a central unified 
registration system and electronic database of IDPs. This needs to happen fast and has to be well 
resourced. Without it there will be no effective registration, which is hampering in many ways the 
humanitarian aid from reaching the needy. 

EU support and humanitarian help for the most vulnerable is now essential for the stabilization of 
the area. Europe should foster dialogue and reconciliation among citizens and institutions in all the 
country and especially in the conflict area, as well as continue the negotiations with all the parties 
involved in order stop military actions and allow people to start building their lives. 

Reconciliation, trust in fellow human beings and democracy are three keys concepts in order to re-
establish a long-lasting peace in the area. Last but not the least, supporting local development and 
citizen participation in decision-making processes at a local level remain a priority to guarantee 
respect of human rights, justice, and prosperity for all. 

Read here the opinion piece by EPAN working group.  

 

  
 
Interesting debate “Youth and interculturality: how can we foster the 
development of our territories?” in the framework of France/ Balkan 
cooperation 
 
On Wednesday 5th November 2014 in Strasbourg, ALDA, in collaboration with the Association 
française du Conseil et Régions d’ Europe ( AFCCRE), organised the debate “Youth and 
interculturality : how can we foster the development of our territory? “ (« Jeunesse et 
Interculturalité : quel enjeu pour le développement de nos territoires »)  
 
The event was organized in the framework of France/ Balkans multilateral decentralized 
cooperation programme and its focus was on intercultural dialogue, as an element of diversity 
enhancement and social cohesion, and the contribution of local and regional authorities in raising 
public and young people awareness on this issue, in destroying prejudices and diffusing good 
practices in order to favour the development of individuals and the territory.  
 
To what extent can the action of local authorities be really effective in promoting the development 
of intercultural competences? How can we justify their action in a economic context characterized 
by youth unemployment? Is raising awareness on intercultural dialogue among young people a 

http://www.concordeurope.org/shaping-development-policy/external-relations/item/370-ukraine-s-humanitarian-crisis-needs-eu-support


priority, an answer to these problems? These were some of the questions that were at the centre 
of the conference.  
 
Citizens interested in these issues could attend the event together with the representatives of 
French and Balkan local authorities. The film “Sur le pas d’Albert Londre dans les Balkans” was 
projected after the conference. 
 
Please find here a more detailed programme of the event. 
 
 

 
 
At the Open Days 2014, ALDA started its set of activities with the 
stakeholders meeting for the future Local Democracy Agency in 
Dnipropetrovsk (Ukraine). 

The event was dedicated to the LDA partners and was also very useful to generally introduce ALDA's work 
to the Polish Delegation of the Lower Silesia Region, present in Brussels during these days. Indeed, the 
Polish region is the steering force of the LDA and the future partner leader.  

Other partners confirmed their presence, like the Region Alsace (FR), Akmene municipality (Lithuania) and 
the Region of Dnipropetrovsk, with the presence of the Deputy Chairman of the Council, Mr. Dimitry 
Bezugliy. "We are convinced that the process for a LDA in Dniprepotrovsk is crucial for the development 
and the stabilization of the area. We need to work on the reconciliation between citizens and local 
authorities in order to avoid problems", confirmed Oriano Otocan, President of ALDA and also Mr. Per 
Vinther, member of the Board, was present and chaired the meeting.  

From the Lower Silesia side, the delegation was led by the President of the Lower Silesia Council, Mrs. 
Barbara Zdrojewska. The meeting was very fruitful and confirmed the partnership and the support to the 
initiative, including the Corleap (CoR) and UNDP presence. 

"We are now ready to start and it is high time to respond the request of help and support coming from 
Ukraine partners", said Mrs. Antonella Valmorbida, Secretary General of ALDA. 

To get more information visit:Open Days website, UNDP ART website, CORLEAP website.  
 

 

 

 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/9e88c6eb75306dfdfbc92113d/files/Ordre_du_jour_02.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/od2014/index.cfm
http://europe.undp.org/content/geneva/en/home/partnerships_initiatives/art-initiative/
http://cor.europa.eu/en/activities/corleap/Pages/corleap.aspx


 

 
 
Decentralized cooperation Lower Normandy/Macedonia in the spotlight 
throughout October 
 
More than 50 partners both from Macedonia and from Lower Normandy joined the first day of 
meetings in Caen (France), for the Annual Steering Committee in the framework of the 
Decentralised Cooperation between Lower Normandy and Macedonia. Before launching the next 
year of the cooperation, October is dedicated to reflections, discussions and debates on the 
cooperation program, and the successful continuation of work in all areas. After the Strategic 
Orientation Committee between the institutional partners of the cooperation on October 17, 
2014, the dates from October 21 to 23 were reserved for all the partners from the cooperation.  
 
Around 30 partners and local authorities from Macedonia met their French colleagues, to discuss 
their work in the call for projects 2013-2014, the town twinning and the new branches of 
cooperation, such as memorial tourism, a new component in the cooperation born of the theme 
of memory and reconciliation.  
 
The three days of dynamic work covered: the steering committee for partners and local 
authorities, trainings and workshops on different points of interest (UNESCO and EU Projects), as 
well as tailor-made missions and research visits for participants. As mentioned, these meetings 
were useful to make a review on all the activities for the 2013-2014 period, but also to determine 
a plan of action for the middle year of the three year program of decentralized cooperation 
between Lower Normandy and Macedonia (for the period 2013-2016).  
 
One of the core events in this mission was the visit to the major memorial sites in Normandy 
related to the Second World War and the meetings with local experts working on topics related to 
heritage and memory. Accompanied by the expertise of Lower Normandy in terms of valuation of 
the memorial heritage, one of the objectives of this mission was to encourage reflections on local 
development policy in Macedonia, especially around the theme of the First World War and 
enhancement of the historic sites of the same period.  
 
The key meeting, held on October 17, 2014, in Caen, which preceded the Steering Committee, was 
the Strategic Orientation Meeting, held between the institutional partners of the cooperation. 
Chaired by the Regional Council of Lower Normandy, the Strategic Orientation Committee is an 
advisory body that aims to track the progress of cooperation, to identify the demands of the 
partnerships, and to meet the needs of the international politics of both territories.  
 
Composed by the representatives of the Ministry of Local Self-governance of Macedonia, 
represented by the Minister Lirim Shabani, the Embassy of France in Macedonia, the Ambassador 



Laurence Auer, the Secretary General and Director of ALDA, Antonella Valmorbida, this meeting 
was coordinated by the Director of European Affairs and International Relations at the Lower 
Normandy Regional Council, Alexander Follot and Sabine Guichet-Lebailly, Head of international 
Cooperation and Mobility in the Region. At the meeting also assisted Sébastien Botreau-
Bonneterre, Responsible for the institutional and technical cooperation in the Embassy of France 
in Macedonia and Ivana Dimitrovska, Manager of the Cooperation LN/MK Office in Skopje.  
 
The members of the SOC reviewed and analyzed the key points of the past year, with an emphasis 
on the call for projects 2015-2016, which will be launched for the second time in the framework of 
the cooperation. The momentum that has been established by the new partnerships as a result of 
the previous call for project remains a priority for the future.  
 
The annual meetings of partners have become something of a tradition for the participants. The 
obvious commitment and interest on both territories shows that the cooperation meets the global 
political and social interest and aims. We great the new partners and we continue our dynamic 
work with the old ones. After several years of working together a real bond of friendship has 
developed between the actors of the both territories. Following this, the October 2014 will be the 
month of professional and personal success for the Decentralised Cooperation LN/MK. You can 
also visit our day-to-day gallery of the event here. 
 
The Programme for Decentralized cooperation is coordinated by the European Association for 
Local Democracy (ALDA). For further information please contact Ivana Dimitrovska 

ivana.dimitrovska@aldaintranet.org 

or visit the website of the Decentralized Cooperation between Lower Normandy and Macedonia. 

 

 
 
Elections in Tunisia: substantial step towards democracy and Europe 
 
“Legislative elections in Tunisia were carried out peacefully and without any civil disorders in the 
last days. This marked a substantial and important step towards democracy and Europe” said 
Alessandro Perelli, Vice President of ALDA and coordinator of the working group for 
Mediterranean Africa. “Tunisians, after the Jasmin Revolution of 2010, showed great maturity and 
demonstrated that they want to continue on the path that already led to a modern Constitution, 
which contains also significant laws on gender equality”, added Perelli. 

“These elections force us to work harder on the opening of a Local Democracy Agency in Tunisia, 
as ALDA Governing Board decided. Now we working on the last tests concerning logistics issues, 
operational partnership, and citizenship participation. These last events represent a sign of 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/125369018@N03/sets/72157648900645921/
mailto:ivana.dimitrovska@aldaintranet.org
http://new.bn-mk.org/


optimism for Europe and stress the importance of neighbourhood policy, in which the countries of 
Mediterranean Africa are fully involved” concluded Perelli. 

 
 

  
 
Recommendations of the project TIE presented to European stakeholders 
at the European Parliament 
 
Within the framework of the project Tackling Illegal Economy – TIE, funded by the DG Home 
Affairs of the European Commission, ALDA successfully implemented the two day activity on 8-9 
October in Brussels aimed at drafting a set of recommendations to be handed to EU institutions 
for contributing to effectively tackle organised crime across Europe. 

The event was an occasion to gather the partners of the project together, reflect and debate upon 
the outcomes and the findings of the previous thematic seminars as well as of the academic and 
journalistic researches. A set of proposals was then drafted and presented to European 
stakeholders on the occasion of the international seminar on “Tackling money laundering and tax 
heavens in Europe” held at the European Parliament on 9 October.  
  
The seminar was promoted by Ms Eleonora Forenza, MEP, and brought together key experts in the 
field such as Mr David Schwander from the DG MARKT of the European Commission, Ms Martina 
Hanke from the UNODC liaison office to the EU, Ms Neinke Palstra, Transparency International, Ms 
Sian Jones from The UK Digital Currency Association and Mr Federico Anghelé, representative of 
the “Restarting the Future” campaign.  
  

ALDA was represented by Ms Antonella Valmorbida, Secretary General who stressed the 
importance of a vivid relationship between local governments and civil society in tackling poor 
governance and corruption. "Engaging citizens in the policy making process will result in better 
governance, reduced corruption, more effective service delivery, greater social inclusion and 
increased economy and effectiveness of public financial management", she stated.  

 



  
 
ALDA meets MEP Elly Schlein: discussing about citizenship participation 
and the future of Europe 
 
The Secretary General and staff of ALDA are interviewing new MEPs, as well as other important 
stockholders at European level, to hear their views and positions on topics concerning the 
European citizenship, local democracy, and citizen participation. The recordings of these 
interviews are published on our Soundcloud channel.  
 
On 9 October our Secretary General, Ms Antonella Valmorbida, met the Italian new-elected MEP 
Elly Schlein to discuss about the future of European Union and, in particular, about European 
citizenship and citizenship participation.  
Elly Schlein, who is also member of the DEVE Commission, affirms that this Europe is a half-
completed Europe: fiscal and economic policies are fragmented among the different countries and 
egoism triumphs also in political decisions concerning, as instance, migration. We are at a turning 
point: this legislature is the test bed that will prove if Europe can become a real Union. 2015 is the 
European Year of Development and, in this framework, the biggest challenge is to redefine the 
objectives of the European Agenda post 2015. According to Schlein’s opinion, there are some 
overriding issues that need to be solved, as they represent the origin of our daily problems: 
inequalities inside and among the countries, fluxes of political and climate refugees, as well as tax 
evasion and tax havens, both in developed and underdeveloped countries.  
Citizenship participation is a delicate issue too: abstention from voting during the last European 
Elections proved that Euroscepticism is a common feeling all over our continent: Europe is felt as 
something distant from us and often as a constraint. Citizens do actively participate and organise 
themselves at a local level with NGOs and Civil Society Organisations but the problem is that 
political parties are not able to intercept this participation and transform it into a possibility of 
change for the society. “ People have to understand that Europe is everywhere and not only inside 
political institutions”, said Antonella Valmorbida. Only in this way European citizens will perceive 
Europe as an added value, an opportunity. 
Find here the podcast of the interview. 
 

 
 
ALDA at the ELDW activities in Karşıyaka, Turkey 
 

https://soundcloud.com/alda-5
https://soundcloud.com/alda-5/09-ottobre-2014-11-58-27-1


ALDA participated in the activities of Karşıyaka Municipality, in Turkey, in the framework of the 
European Local Democracy Week. Karşıyaka decided to give a strong focus on local democracy and 
citizen participation also by registering to the "12 Star City" initiative. 

Irene Zanetti, ALDA Communication Officer, presented the best practices of the association and its 
15-years experience during the City Council meetings, on 13 and 14 October. Citizens 
participation, with a special attention given to children and youngsters, makes the Municipality of 
Karşıyaka an innovator in Turkey, paving the way for other local communities in a crucial period 
for Turkey and its relations with Europe, being it a candidate country. 

  

The Mayor, Mr Huseyin Mutlu Akpinar, shared his views on the importance of participation of the 
younger citizens, those who will be professionals and leaders tomorrow. A vision which very much 
is in line with the work of ALDA, for which we wish a fruitful cooperation will continue. 

See the news story on the website of Karşıyaka Municipality (in Turkish) 

 

 
 
ALDA at the CONCORD annual priorities meeting 
 
On the 13th and 14th of October, ALDA was present at the Policy Forum and Annual Planning for 
the 2015 activities of CONCORD, the European Confederation of NGOs working with relief and 
development. Our organisation in an associated member of CONCORD and assumed a particular 
role in heading towards the European Year for Development 2015.The Secretary General, 
Antonella Valmorbida, is the chair of the EPAN group - Enlargement, Pre Accession and 
Neighbourhood and Marco Boaria is in the Steering Committee preparing the EYD 2015.  

The two days identified how to further increase the impact of CONCORD in the field of 
development and support its organisations. A precise role has been recognized in lobbying the 
programmes of the European Union.  
As for ALDA and the EPAN group are concerned, the main task was identified in supporting the 
revision of the European Neighbourhood Instruments for the future.  

For further information visit CONCORD website and EPAN web page. 
 

http://www.karsiyaka.bel.tr/haberler-811-2014.html
http://www.concordeurope.org/
http://www.concordeurope.org/about-us?id=94#epan


 
 
Launch of the Erasmus+ programme in France 
 
Within the framework of its youth strategy, ALDA participated in the launch event of the Erasmus 
+ programme in France, held at the Cité internationale universitaire de Paris on 29 September. The 
objective of the meeting was to boost the visibility of the programme and raise awareness of its 
measures promoting the professional, social and cultural growth of young people through 
mobility.  

High-level European and national figures contributed to the success of the event: Ms Androulla 
Vassilliou, Commissioner for Education, Culture, Multilingualism, Sport, Media and Youth; Mr 
François Rebsamen, Minister of Labour, Employment and Social Dialogue; Ms Geneviève Fioraso, 
Minister of Higher Education and Research; Ms Najat Vallaut-Belkacem, Minister of Education, 
Higher Education and Research and Mr Patrick Kanner, Minister of Youth and Sport.  

ALDA was represented by Aldo Xhani, youth and citizenship project manager of the organisation. 
Attending the event was an occasion to keep ALDA at the forefront of youth policies and further 
strengthen its role throughout the new programming period 2014-2020 as key actor in promoting 
EU priorities such as European citizenship, participation of young people, cultural diversity, 
inclusion as well as youth employment.  

 

 
 

ALDA CITIZEN JOURNALIST INITIATIVE – HAVE YOUR SAY! 

 
What is your opinion as a citizen living in the enlarged Europe? Which issue in the EU and its Neighborhood 
captured your attention lately? Have you ever wondered about to be a journalist? And the main question: 
Do you want to contribute with your voice and your active participation in order to create and shape the 
society you live in? If your answer is YES, then you cannot miss this unique opportunity provided by ALDA 
Citizen journalist initiative! 



Together with our members and partners, we are establishing a network of citizens journalists who write 
articles, news, and interviews on topics of interest in the EU and its Neighborhood. 

Our main objective is to give a voice to all citizens, youngsters in particular, stimulating and disseminating 
their thoughts on the meaning of EU citizenship, problems of their communities and of the enlarged 
Europe, and good practices to foster citizen participation. 

If you are interested or know somebody who might be, please get in touch with us by emailing our 
Communication officer Irene Zanetti: irene.zanetti@aldaintranet.org 

  

Your contributions will be published via ALDA’s communication channels, including our website, social 
media, newsletter, etc. Don’t miss this chance – have your say about Europe!  
 

 
Three years without Gianfranco Martini 

Three years since Gianfranco Martini passed away.  
I met him for the first time in the late 90’s, during a meeting of AICCRE, the Italian Association of 
Local Authorities. In that occasion, he told me about his decision to create ALDA, the Association 
that would connect the Local Democracy Agencies that were established in ex-Yugoslavia in the 
late ‘80s. Although we had different political views, an immediate feeling of mutual understanding 
rose between us, resulting from a shared certainty and commitment in promoting the democratic 
values that were- and are - at the base of Europe. Gianfranco was a convinced Europeist and he 
witnessed the gradual growth of Europe, through his roles as manager and president. The 13 years 
at the head of ALDA were demanding but also stimulating, as our association grew and started to 
establish itself at an international level. He was a role model and a mentor for all of us. I would like 
to remember two qualities of his character that contribute to strengthen his image, a part from his 
deep commitment and the goals he achieved. First of all, his calmness. During the troubled 
meetings in our association, he was able to temper with his placidity all the difficult and critical 
situations, also the most unpleasant ones. He never lost his patience and this was probably 
facilitated by the respect his collaborators showed him.  
Secondly, his irony: he had the ability and the intelligence to look at events and people, always 
finding a playful side; this allowed him to face adequately all the situations, including the most 
difficult ones. His jokes were never vulgar and they often closed his speeches in order to make 
them easier to be understood. 
Those years were unforgettable, Gianfranco. And you are always with us.  

Alessandro Perelli, ALDA Vice President. 

mailto:irene.zanetti@aldaintranet.org


 

 
 
The municipality of Knjaževac (Serbia) is officially a new member of ALDA! 
 
With the official signing of the Letter of Intent between the Municipality of Knjaževac and ALDA - 
European Association for Local Democracy, Knjazevac became full member of ALDA Europe wide 
network. On this occasion, during the 20th and 21st of October, Secretary General Antonella 
Valmorbida, and regional coordinator of ALDA, Stanka Parać Damjanović, accompanied by the 
delegate of LDA Subotica, Silvija Patarčić, visited Knjaževac. During this two-day mission they were 
able to meet with a wide range of local partners of recently opened LDACSS’ office in Knjaževac: 
representatives of local authorities, institutions and associations. Membership in this network will 
enable active connection of the Municipality of Knjaževac with other ALDA members, 
municipalities and cities throughout Europe, the implementation of joint projects and exchange of 
good practices in good governance and citizen participation at the local level. 

Within the scope of newly established cooperation between Knjaževac and ALDA, LDACSS has now 
also officially open its headquarters in Knjaževac. In this way, the aforementioned municipality has 
joined the group of nine cities and municipalities from the Balkan region in which LDA offices 
operate. The new headquarters of Local Democracy Agency for Central and Southern Serbia is 
located in the House of Partnerships, at Trg oslobođenja 1, 19350 Knjaževac, Serbia.  

 

 
 
Congress Plenary Session in Strasbourg - our LDA Georgia with us  
 
This year, the presence of ALDA at the Congress Plenary Session in Strasbourg was particularly 
dedicated to introduce the new Delegate of the LDA Georgia to the different European 
stakeholders. 

Nino Tvaltvadze, from our LDA in Kutaisi-Georgia, attended the three day sessions and had the 
opportunity to meet the representative of the city of Strasbourg, Nawel Rafik Elmrini, in charge of 
International Relations. The city of Strasbourg is partner leader of the LDA. The LDA Georgia has 
therefore been invited to attend the upcoming event of the Club de Strasbourg, in November, 

http://www.strasbourg.eu/developpement-rayonnement/europe-international/capitale-europeenne/le-club-de-strasbourg


during the Forum for Democracy, which is one of the major event organised by the Council of 
Europe. Nino had the chance to meet other members of the European delegations present at the 
Congress, together with the Secretary General of ALDA and the head of the Strasbourg office, Mrs. 
Biljana Zasova.  

The Congress Session this time was dedicate to youth and their involvement in the life of the city.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
Delegation from Subotica hosted in Monfalcone (Gorizia)- discussing the 
promotion of democratic rights and active citizenship 
 
On Saturday 25th October 2014, Nebojsa Darabor, member of the City Council of Subotica in 
charge of the Economy, attended with a group of town functionaries, in Monfalcone (Gorizia), a 
conference about the development and promotion of democratic rights and active citizenship, 
which interested the province of Vojvodina, Montenegro and in particular the LDA of Subotica and 
the LDA of Niksic, represented on that occasion by its Delegate Kerim Medjedovic. 

The event is organized in the framework of an international cooperation project, funded by Friuli-
Venezia- Giulia Region, and has as lead partner the Municipality of Dolegna del Collio ( Gorizia). 
Alessandro Perelli, Vice president of ALDA, and Lucio Gregoretti, member of the Governing Board, 
and Rada Orescanin, member of the scientif commitee of ALDA, took part to the meeting, in 
addition to Paolo Perugini, Honorary President of the Italian Community in Montenegro. 

On Sunday, the delegations participated to a wine and food exposition in Dolegna del Collio, which 
is famous for its high-quality wines. The delegations were greeted by Major Bernardis and the 
town council.  
 
To get more information about events involving Montenegro, read our articles about “ Festival of 
Mind”, the realization of 10 social cooperatives for people with physical and intellectual 
disabilities, and project “Cooperazione Montenegro” that aims to close mental hospitals. 

 

http://www.coe.int/it/web/world-forum-democracy
http://www.coe.int/t/congress/default_en.asp
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/news_dett.php?id=1151
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/news_dett.php?id=1151
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/news_dett.php?id=1127
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/news_dett.php?id=1123
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