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Busy summer for LADDER - Trainings in Ireland and Croatia this July 
 
Within the LADDER project, 45 and 58 participants from different countries, members of the 26 co-
applicants and 20 associates, participated this summer to 2 Trainings delivered by the Hague Academy for 
Local Governance (LADDER co-applicant) on the DEAR concept (Development Education and Awareness 
Raising). 

The first training held in Donegal (Ireland), from the 15th to the 17th of July, allowed the participants to 
enhance and deepen their knowledge on development issues, develop their understanding on the DEAR 
concept and work together to create a DEAR strategy. The training contained, among other, a set of 
activities to be adapted and used within their own constituency and/or organization. On the 3rd day of the 
training, a specific “Training of Trainers” (ToT) session was provided for a specific category of LADDER 
partners. They are in charge of delivering similar training at national and local level back in their countries. 
During that session, the participants were introduced in the world of trainers, and gained valuable skills for 
delivering trainings on DEAR. By training multipliers to act as drivers for change, starting from the local 
level, LADDER project supports the implementation of the post-2015 agenda (and the “to-be-adopted” 
SDGs) at local level, both in the EU and the European Neighborhood! Our actions at local level have an 
impact at the global level. The training in Ireland was organized in close collaboration with Donegal County. 

The second training was held from 22nd until 24th of July, in Croatia (Zagreb). The participants followed a 
similar training, on Development Education, learning how to share their knowledge. It was organized in 
close collaboration with the Croatian Association of Counties. 

DEAR stands for Development Education & Awareness Raising, which is a programme of the EU 
development policy. The DEAR concept is at the heart of the LADDER project, aiming at raising the 
awareness of citizens on global issues and promoting their engagement for development and poverty 
eradication, working with LAs & CSOs and enhancing their role of multipliers for change at local level. 

Follow the project on the official website  
Please see the photogallery of the training in Donegal  
Please see the photogallery of the training in Zagreb  

http://www.ladder-project.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/sectors/human-rights-and-governance/development-education-and-awareness-raising_en
http://www.ladder-project.eu/
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/photogallery_dett.php?id=180
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/photogallery_dett.php?id=181


 

 
 

ALDA statement: 20 years after in commemoration of the victims of 
Srebrenica genocide 
 
Two decades ago, Srebrenica, a small local community in Bosnia and Herzegovina saw the biggest massacre 
and ethnic cleansing that occurred in Europe after the Second World War. Horrendous crimes, atrocities 
and mass violations of international humanitarian law were committed during the breakup of former 
Yugoslavia with the victims and their relatives who are still haunted by this act of genocide, as well as by 
the slow pace of reconciliation and truth-seeking.  

Today, while commemorating the victims of Srebrenica and of all the atrocities committed during the wars 
in former Yugoslavia we strongly believe that history must not repeat and that the Balkan leaders will 
sincerely turn to dialogue and peace building. Not only because of the EU integration perspective, but more 
than ever because of the vision of a better present and future for all the citizens of the Balkan countries. 
Safeguarding durable peace without ethnic hatred, religious and other divisions is an urgent must for the 
governments who without any further delays or excuses need to invest in education and democratic 
institution building so as to enable inclusive and tolerant societies capable of drawing lessons from the 
past.  

ALDA welcomes: 

- the decision of the Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina, taken unanimously, to proclaim the 
11th of July as Day of Mourning in Bosnia and Hercegovina.  
- the European Parliament Resolution on the Srebrenica Commemoration adopted in the European 
Parliament on 9th of July. 

ALDA, commemorating the anniversary urges:  

- for education and cultural programmes as means for promoting human rights, inter-ethnic and inter-
religious tolerance among young generation in particular.   

Since 1999 ALDA coordinates and supports a network of Local Democracy Agencies (LDAs), which have 
been established in the Western Balkans by the Congress of the Council of Europe since 1992, as a support 
programme to strengthen local democracy, foster respect for human rights and inclusive sustainable 
development. In Bosnia and Herzegovina, the three LDAs in Mostar, Zavidovići and Prijedor, have been 
committed to promoting the inter-ethnic and inter-religious tolerance, whilst particularly fostering 
participation of young people in regional co-operation programmes. 

Support the European perspective and further accession process of BiH and all Western Balkan countries 
because the European integration process is the best way to promote peace and reconciliation as a 
precondition for further economic development.   



Useful links: 
For getting involved and know more about Srebrenica genocide, please consult Remembering Srebrenica 
website. 

Brussels, 11th of July 2015 

 

 
Youngsters as engine for democracy and development - ALDA project 
DECIDE 
 
At the finish line of the project DECIDE, we are devoting this July to the Youth as one of the pillars in the 
democratic society. The project DECIDE (DEmocratic Compact: Improving Democracy in Europe), aiming to 
increase the quality of democracy and to provide more incentive for people to vote and participate in the 
Enlarged Europe, promotes the education on all levels, particularly about the EU, and supports the 
development of a sense of common identity. 

The project DECIDE, alongside with its partners, supports many youth initiatives. We can point out the 
Common Student Council projects in Denmark, the Youth Advisory Council for Under 14 in Italy, and the 
Young Protagonist Program, also in Italy. 

The Common Student Council system implemented in Vejle, Denmark, is the first training for young people 
to see how basic democracy works. It derived from the original student council every school has, where the 
students sit on the board together with staff members and teachers, and represent students' voice making 
sure that also students' interests are protected. They are directly elected into that position. The idea of the 
Common Student Council puts this idea to the level of municipality, which enlarges the students' influence 
on decisions to municipality area. This action teaches them about diplomacy and democracy in practice. 
The project is independent from political interest and works on a democratic basis. This project has already 
been successfully introduced in the commune of Vejle in 2008. 

Another initiative supported by DECIDE, as mentioned above, is the Youth Advisory Council for Under 14, 
which has been established in Reggio Emilia, Italy. The representatives are directly elected members under 
14 years, so from the primary and secondary schools of their district, and are given the possibility to 
participate in developing ideas concerning the students within the city. They represent  students' opinion, 
while learning the basic features of democracy at such young age, they also develop a feeling of belonging 
in the community they are part of. 

Still in Italy, the project called “Giovani Protagonisti” has been developped to further motivate young 
people to participate in active citizenship. It targets older students than the Youth Advisory Council for 
Under 14, but has the same goals: promoting a sense of common identity within the city, building a 
network to help and give advice in between the different educational institutions and showing democracy 
in practice to young people. 

http://www.srebrenica.org.uk/
http://www.srebrenica.org.uk/
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/project_dett.php?ID=57


The European Association for Local Democracy (ALDA), the project leader of DECIDE, will continue to work 
in this area, and to help increase the basic democracy features within the European Union through an 
engagement of young people. For a sustainably developed Europe, closer to all its citizens! 

 

 
Alessandro Perelli, Vice-president of ALDA, supporting the cooperation 
with Mediterranean area and Balkans 

The Conference on “Perspectives for an efficient regional cooperation with Mediterranean and West-
Balkans countries”, took place on 9th July, at the Ministry of the Foreign Affairs in Rome, with participation 
of the cooperation department managers of Farnesina, Cespi, the Italian regions and the principal 
embassies of Balkan and Mediterranean Africa areas, all together to deepen the issues of development 
cooperation. 

Mr. Alessandro Perelli, Vice-president of ALDA, attended this event as representative of Friuli Venenzia-
Giulia Region, and also had a meeting with the Councillor of the Tunisian Embassy in Italy, Mrs. Saida 
Fatnassi Ghazouani. Mr. Perelli presented the activities of ALDA and the planned opening of a Local 
Democracy Agency (LDA) in Tunisia in 2016. “We are working with some Tunisian partners to achieve this 
goal – says Mr. Perelli – and recent tragic events related to terrorism strengthen our motivation in 
contributing, through the opening of an LDA and with the support of the Council of Europe, to the 
promotion of democratic rights, which are the values that lie at the heart of the European Union”. 

The Councillor of the Tunisian Embassy welcomed the initiative, by defining it as a “concrete example of 
how Europe wants to support Tunisia in this difficult period”, and confirming her commitment to 
communicate the issues discussed during the meeting to the Ambassador, Mr. Naceur Mestiri.  

For further information about the Conference, please find here the workshop invitation.  

 

 
Imislawa Gorska, Vice President of ALDA, takes part in the discussion 
about future challenges of European Neighbourhood Policy at 11th Self-
Government Forum in Poland 
 
On 23rd and  24th June 2015,  the 11th Self-Government Forum took place in Kolobrzeg, Poland. ALDA’s 
Vice-President, Mrs. Imislawa Gorska, on behalf of ALDA, took part in one of the seminar discussing the 

http://www.alda-europe.eu/public/WORKSHOP%2009_07_2015.pdf


eastern aspect of the European Neighbourhood Policy in the view of conclusions from the Riga Summit, and 
the policy regarding southern neighbouring regions, with an accent on instruments for supporting the 
implementation of the European Neighbourhood Policy at the regional level. 
  

Mrs. Gorska was one of the speakers among 5 other experts in this area, such as: Francois Decoster, Chair 
of the CIVEX Commission at the European Committee of the Regions; Jacek Protas, President of the 
Management Board of the Union of the Provinces of the Republic of Poland, Deputy Marshal of the 
Warminsko-Mazurskie Region; Anna Strzaska, Head of the Division for Cooperation with the countries 
covered by the European Neighbourhood Policy, the European External Action Service; Mrs. Jolanta 
Taczynska, PhD, Expert of the Committee of the Regions, Faculty of Law, University of Lodz and Mr. Emin 
Yeritsyan Member of the Municipal Council of Paraqar, President of the Union of Communities of Armenia, 
Co-Chair of CORLEAP. 

  

The speakers discussed the challenges of ENP in order to serve the purpose of developing the most suitable 
measures to shape the future of the European Regions in terms of their cooperation and development. The 
event gathered over 400 people, including guests of honour and speakers, from over 30 countries.  

 

Please find more information on the website of 11th Self-Government Forum  

 

 
Vicenza Municipality opens its doors to 90 youngsters - EYES and T-TRUST 
projects 

Health, environmental protection and prevention of early school leaving: the institutional welcome of 
Vicenza Municipality to the 90 youngsters coming from all around Europe to discuss these topics. 
*** 

On 27th June 2015, a meeting between the representatives of Vicenza Municipality and 90 youngsters 
coming from all around Europe was held. Participants were involved in two European projects: the project 
EYES - European Youth Environment Sentinels - coordinated by ALDA, the European Association for Local 
Democracy, related to health and environmental protection, and T-TRUST project coordinated by 
Margherita Cooperative, which is about the issue of early school leaving. 

After a week of activities held on the area of Vicenza, Italy, Mr. Federico Formisano, President of the 
Municipality Council, held an institutional welcome for participants in the city, which is part of UNESCO 
heritage, hosting them in one of the most beautiful room of the Municipality, and introducing the daily 
work done in that very elegant building in order to ensure efficiency, protection and services to all citizens. 

http://www.forumsamorzadowe.wzp.pl/forum-samorzadowe-en-2015
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/project_dett.php?ID=72
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/project_dett.php?ID=79
http://www.cooperativamargherita.org/
http://www.cooperativamargherita.org/


Apart from the examples of good governance at local level, the hosts demonstrated their deep 
commitment to improve relationships with other countries: Vicenza Municipality, in fact, is particularly 
involved in several cooperation and twinning of towns. In its work, this municipality has always been very 
close to ALDA, organisation dedicated to development of European projects that promote democracy and 
citizens’ participation, but also very close to the work of Margherita Cooperative, which since 1987, works 
on the area of Sandrigo (VI) with services for elderly people, disabled and minors. 

Mr. Formisano's introduction was followed by the welcome speech of Mr. Giancarlo Pesce, Councillor 
delegated to twinning of towns, who discussed the participation of Vicenza Municipality at the European 
level, such as the event TEDx Vicenza “Planting the Seeds”, ongoing on the same day at Teatro Olimpico. 
His motivation inspired the young audience, and demonstrated the will to intensify the exchanges, contacts 
and collaboration of the municipality, as source of authentic knowledge. 

The youngsters equally participated in the discussions and asked specific questions concerning the issues 
discussed in the framework of projects, giving relevance to themes such as: sensitive social issues, the 
attention to security, balance gender, and the problem of privatization of water. Mr. Formisano answered 
each question giving practical examples and solutions performed by Vicenza Municipality. Furthermore, the 
adoption of a common, shared and efficient European policy is the goal we all should achieve to ensure 
progress and growth in Europe of today.  

For further information on EYES project, watch the video report of TViweb about the visit of EYES 
participants in Arcugnano, Lago di Fimon 

 

 
The cooperation between Lower-Normandy and Macedonia supports the 
8th French film festival in Macedonia 

 
The French film festival in Macedonia took place from the 17th until the 20th of June 2015 for the eight 
year in a row, organized by the French Institute in Skopje and supported by the Region Lower Normandy. 
*** 

This festival’s main objective is to promote French culture in Macedonia through the seventh art, French 
film. During one week, movies from the Cannes festival, as well as some classic and important movies from 
the French box-office, were presented for the Macedonian public. 

This year, the festival also opened a program in the form of workshops and a competition in the field of film 
and new media, dedicated to Macedonian youth. They had the opportunity to create their own short movie 
through new media using their Smartphone. The festival proposed 2 workshops where the young 
participants met with professionals from the Association Metamophorsis, partner of the cooperation 
between Lower-Normandy and Macedonia, who gave them technical knowledge and support on how to 
construct their video clip. The main goal of this action was to create a reflection on the freedom of speech, 
and to show to the youngsters that they have the tools to express themselves. 

https://vimeo.com/132083703
https://vimeo.com/132083703


The short movie of Kosta Lazarov was the winner of the competition, and won the prize to participate to 
the French festival Off Courts in Trouville, in the Region Lower Normandy. He will have the opportunity to 
create a new short movie with the support of film professionals. This prize has been offered by the Regional 
council of Lower Normandy and the association Off of Trouville. 

The French film festival is supported by the cooperation between Lower Normandy and Macedonia, 
coordinated by ALDA. 

 
ALDA at the core of the process consultation on European Neighbourhood 
Policy 
 
In March 2015, the European Commission launched a process of consultation open to CSOs and other 
stakeholders to submit recommendations regarding the ENP (European Neighbourhood Policy), addressing 
the challenges, shortcomings and problems. 
*** 

The Joint Consultation Paper aimed to improve the ENP by giving ideas, recommendations and advices. The 
process has now come to a conclusion, collecting all recommendations of CSOs and stakeholders involved.  

ALDA followed this process of consultation, through the contribution coming from both MED path and EaP 
path members of project LADDER – Local Authorities as Drivers for Development Education and Raising 
Awareness – but also with contribution coming from EPAN – the Enlargement Pre-Accession and 
Neighbourhood – in cooperation with HRDN – Human Rights and Democracy Network – Working Groups of 
CONCORD. 

The main points of the LADDER recommendations stressed that: 

• ENP is a positive policy, but it needs to be better framed and adapted to the circumstances of each 
country 

• The consultation and implementation should be open to LAs & CSOs, and their Associations & 
networks 

• The ENP should promote the regional approach, but in parallel allowing the differentiation 
according to the needs of the partner country 

As for EPAN and HRDN, their recommendations focus on five pillars: 

• Global issues in the framework of the ENP Review 
• Principles for genuine mutual partnership 
• Strengthening the Human Rights dimension 
• Strengthening the Democracy dimension 
• Change in business as usual approach 

Useful documents: 

http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/neighbourhood/consultation/consultation.pdf
http://www.ladder-project.eu/
http://www.ladder-project.eu/
http://www.concordeurope.org/about-us?id=94#epan
http://www.concordeurope.org/about-us?id=94#epan
http://www.hrdn.eu/


Recommendations MED path and EaP path members  of LADDER (.pdf) 
Recommendations of EPAN and HRDN Working Groups of CONCORD (.pdf) 

 
Balkan Regional Platform for Youth Participation and Dialogue: GET 
INFORMED! 
 
Since the creation of the Balkan Regional Platform for Youth Participation in 2015, the Network has 
implemented numerous youth activities, exchanges and initiatives. Moreover, the Platform became a right 
place for information sharing on all questions related to youth participation in the Balkans! Jump in the 
game and get informed through our website, Newsletter and Facebook page! 

Our new youth-friendly website is rich with information on current youth initiatives, links to recent calls, 
programs, publications and other relevant information concerning youth. The web site strives to bring the 
readers closer to the platform but it also represents a channel of communication for young people who 
want to write on youth issues. 

In order to get all this engaging information first hand, subscribe to our Newsletter and get to know the 
team and communities behind the Balkan youth platform. This newsletter is written and designed by the 
youth workers that act within the Platform, being published with credits to LDA partners in the project. 

Finally, our Facebook page will get you closer to instant information on our daily activities and will keep you 
updated on interesting youth opportunities on daily bases. Making our Facebook page a frequent topic on 
your news feed will keep you informed with the latest possibilities all over Europe. 

The Balkan Platform for Youth Participation is coordinated by ALDA, together with 8 LDAs from 5 Balkan 
countries: Macedonia, Serbia, Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo. The Platform regroups our 
work on empowering youth and influencing youth policies dialogue on local level. The project is funded by 
EC under the IPA Civil Society Facility programme 2014.  

 
 

ALDA at the 6th edition of Citizens Participation University (CPU) in 
Hungary 
 
Citizens Participation University (CPU) took place from 6th to 10th of July 2015 in Hungary, close to 
Kunszentmiklós, south of Budapest. 

http://www.alda-europe.eu/public/doc/FINAL_LADDER_ENPIReview.pdf
http://www.alda-europe.eu/public/allegati/2015/FINAL_30_06_EPAN.PDF
http://www.alda-balkan-youth.eu/
http://www.alda-balkan-youth.eu/Portals/0/Publications/Newsletter-2015-Jan-Apr-%20FINNAL.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Balkan-regional-platform-for-youth-participation-and-dialogue/1573373866285018?fref=ts


In its 6th edition, the CPU focused on the role of citizens in organizing and engaging in local affairs for 
improving their lives and the community. Nikos Gamouras attended the CPU on behalf of ALDA  to 
participate and share best practices on citizen involvement in local life, fighting extremism and promoting 
democracy, and also took part  in several workshops on Campaigning, Community Development & 
Organising, engaging citizens in local affairs and many more. 

Very interesting sessions and lectures were also held on the current situation of democracy in Europe and 
the Neighborhood, the rise of extremism, which allowed also an exchange of best practices, tools and 
methodologies for creating bridges and taking down walls. 

For more information, follow this link  

Stay tuned for next CPU edition in 2016!  

 
Informal meeting on European citizenship in Paris: contribution and 
exchange of best practises for the publication of Tony Venables 
 
ALDA participated to the informal meeting on European citizenship, which took place in Paris, on 10th July, 
and hosted by Charles Léopold Mayer Foundation. ALDA was also present among the other organizations 
and networks that attended the meeting: European Alternatives, Delors Institute, European Movement 
International, European Civic Forum... Mattia Brazzale attended the meeting on behalf of ALDA. 

  
The meeting had a double aim: one was to debate how to raise awareness on European citizenship in order 
to overcome all barriers, which limit the European citizenship; and the other aimed at contributing to Tony 
Venables publication on European Citizenship, thanks to the best practises, implemented by all the 
attendees in the field. 
Indeed the meeting represented the occasion to share best practises and to launch further cooperation 
between the participants as well as to contribute to the publication. ALDA stressed on the importance to 
give to European citizenship a local dimension, involving in the raising awareness process the LRAs as well. 
Naturally, the territorial dimension is essential: LRAs are the closest bodies to citizens, therefore they have 
to be considered in the debate on European citizenship. 
  
Mr Tony Venable will involve in the drafting phase of the publication all the organisations, which attended 
the meeting, in order to get their feedbacks and to get further details on European Citizenship. His book is 
expected to be published in the beginning of the next year. 
  
Tony Venables is the founder and former Director of the European Citizen Action Service (ECAS). He has a 
long working experience in European issues, in particular in the areas of the EU’s relationship with NGOs, 
free movement of people, citizenship rights, and the protection of consumers in Europe. His work also 
relates to transparency, governance and institutional reform of the European Union. 

http://www.civilkollegium.hu/2015/05/12/ujra-nemzetkozi-nyari-egyetem-cpu/


 
 

 
Young reporters "On the footsteps of Albert Londres" 

 
Since 2011, the association France-Balkans, a network of French local authorities in cooperation with the 
Balkan region, organizes each year a programme about journalism, related to Albert Londres, a famous 
French journalist and writer, one of the inventors of investigative journalism. 

During 3 weeks in August, 12 amateur journalists coming from France and the Balkan regions will leave on a 
tour, where they will gather experience in various journalistic topics by doing researches, interviews, 
recordings, taking pictures and writing articles. 

Albert Londres, a French journalist of the beginning of 20th century, is still considered in the contemporary 
context as an international point of reference in investigative journalism. This year’s programme “On the 
footsteps of Albert Londres” will be dedicated to the Eastern front of the First World War, as we are 
commemorating the first centenary of the beginning of the Great War in the Eastern Europe. 

The trip will follow Albert Londres’ journeys in the Eastern Front, in the cities of Skopje, Bitola, Ohrid 
(Macedonia) and Korça (Albania), following the articles he wrote.The participants will also shoot short 
video reportages based on interviews with locals in Macedonia and Albania. This experience will allow them 
to discover the world of journalism but also to develop new skills in the field of reportage. 

The multilateral cooperation program France-Balkan is piloted by the Pays Vichy-Auvergne. The programme 
is co-financed by the French Foreign Ministry, with the technical support of ALDA. This years’ programme 
arrangement is supported by ALDA branch in Skopje. 

Please find more information about “On the footsteps of Albert Londres” on the official website.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.sur-les-pas-d-albert-londres.fr/


NEWS FROM THE LDAs 

 
Georgia on my mind!  
 
From 7 until 12 July ALDA’s Eastern Partnership Project Manager and Coordinator, Ela Horoszko, travelled 
to Georgia to visit our local partners in Kutaisi and to attend an event in Tbilisi. 
  
In Kutaisi – the city that hosts one of the three Local Democracy Agencies (LDA) in the Eastern Partnership 
countries, alongside Gyumri in Armenia and Dnipropetrovsk in Ukraine – our colleague met with the city’s 
international cooperation department, the deputy governor of the Imereti Region, as well as some of the 
local NGO partners, such as the local office of the Georgian Young Lawyers Association (GYLA), in order to 
discuss current and future cooperation opportunities.  
  
The visit in Tbilisi, starting from 10 July, was focused on the first regional two-day conference programme 
“Strengthening institutional frameworks for local governance”, as part of the Programmatic Co-operation 
Framework 2015-2017 for Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine and Belarus. The conference 
gathered experts from Georgia and across the region, including ALDA’s long-standing partners from Belarus 
and Azerbaijan who participated as experts from their respective countries while the delegate of the LDA 
Kutiaisi, Nino Tvaltvadze, drafted the Georgian part of the expert study on the roles and responsabilities of 
mayors and councillors in the Eastern Partnership countries. Nino also moderated the session on citizen 
participation and engagement in local decision-making processes. This event lays the foundation for further 
exchanges on the roles and responsibilities of local elected representatives, on ethical decision-making 
processes at the local level, as well as on citizen participation. 
  
The visit was also an opportunity to meet with the partners from the National Association of Local 
Authorities of Georgia (NALAG) in the framework of the jointly implemented project “Mobilised civil society 
for local democracy” to discuss the activities planned for the second and final year of this EU-funded 
project.  
  
Link to the news about the meeting on the Kutaisi website 
Link to the Congress event in Tbilisi 
 

 
ALDA and LDA Armenia promoting Citizen Participation in Armenia 
 

http://www.kutaisi.gov.ge/eng/news/id/1264
http://www.coe.int/t/congress/default_en.asp


The Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe hosted two seminars on the theme 
“Promoting citizen participation in Armenia” in Yeghegnadzor and Aghveran (Arthus) on 14 and 16 July 
2015. Our Secretary General, Antonella Valmorbida, and the Delegate of the LDA Armenia, Lusine 
Aleksndryan, took part to this event, and shared their knowledge with the mayors and municipal councillors 
representing the provinces of Armenia, and other local and international organisations and experts. 
  
Antonella Valmorbida presented the possibilities of citizens’ participation and the use of the Code of Good 
Practices of the CoE. Together with Lusine Aleksndryan they also moderated the group session on getting 
engaged with civil society, with practices and hints for addressing challenges to enhance the level of citizen 
participation in decision-making at a local level in Armenia. 
  
The proposals emerging from the seminars will be set out in a document, “Citizen Participation Guidelines,” 
which will be disseminated among Armenian mayors, councillors and other interested parties. 
  
The two seminars were funded by the government of Denmark as part of the ''Support for the 
Consolidation of Local Democracy in Armenia'' project, a Council of Europe and Congress contribution to 
developing local political governance in Armenia and enhancing citizens’ trust in democratic institutions. 
  
Mrs. Valmorbida, Secretary General of ALDA, stated: "The whole event was a very important one for the 
work of ALDA and the LDA in Armenia-Gyumri. Our action, focused on citizens participation at the local 
level, was one of the pillar of this second phase of the programme “Strengthening Local Democracy in 
Armenia” promoted by the Congress of the Council of Europe. For me and for Lusine Alexandryan, it was 
special also because we had the possibility to animate together a workshop in the afternoon. My European 
experience was completed by the in depth knowledge that my colleague has in Armenia. We met more 
than 200 representatives of local authorities and I was especially impressed by the few but strong women 
that have this responsibility. I guess there is something to invest in this too. The project was awareness 
raising and capacity building and for all the participants, it was certainly the first time they had the 
possibility to discuss openly and together about how they work on citizens participation on a daily basis. An 
opportunity that should necessarily be repeated in the future”. 
  
Please find further information and contacts on the following detailed programmes: 
Regional Seminar Yeghegnadzor – 14 July 
Regional Seminar Arthurs – 16 July 
Read also the news item published in CoE website  
  
On the photo: Antonella Valmorbida, SG of ALDA, expert on citizens participation and experience of ALDA. 
Animating the WG in the afternoon on possibilities of citizens participation and use Code of Good Practices 
of the Council of Europe. Workshop animated with Lusine Aleksandryan, LDA Gyumri delegate  
 
 

 
Partner meeting of LDA Albania in Bari 
 

http://www.alda-europe.eu/public/allegati/2015/14_07_FinalDraft_2nd-Regional-seminars-programme_Eng.pdf
http://www.alda-europe.eu/public/allegati/2015/16_07_FinalDraft_2nd-Regional-seminars-programme_Eng.pdf
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=20150713_news-armenia&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&Site=COE&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=CACC9A&BackColorLogged=EFEA9C


A step further in finalising the relaunching process of LDA Albania was realised on Thursday, 9 July in Bari, 
Italy, on the occasion of the partner meeting promoted by ALDA. The objective of the meeting was to 
discuss the state of play of the whole relaunching process, to define the concrete mission and objectives of 
LDA’s action in Albania and to finalise the action plan for the upcoming two year initiatives. 

The meeting brought together the delegation of ALDA represented by Antonella Valmorbida, Secretary 
General, and Aldo Xhani, Coordinator of the Citizenship programme, and all the partners committed to 
support the new LDA in Vlora. The event was hosted by Mr Vito Leccese, Advisor of the Mayor of the Città 
Metropolitana of Bari, who together with Mr Vincenzo Deruvo and Ms Simona Mazzone, respectively Vice 
President and Director of UNISCO, represented the Italian delegation. The Albanian delegation was 
composed of Mr Vllasi Nasaj, Secretary General of the Region of Vlora, Mr Armand Musta, Deputy Mayor of 
the Municipality of Vlora, Ms Rajmonda Balilaj, Mayor of the Municipality of Patos, Mr Florjan Muca, Mayor 
of the Municipality of Fier, Ms Madlina Puka and Mr Pirro Cenko, respectively Executive Director and Board 
Member of the Center for Research, Cooperation and Development. 

The partners identified the 17th of October as the date in which the LDA will be officially launched via the 
signature of the MoU and the Statute. The signing event will also be an occasion to kick-off the 
international seminar on “Citizen Participation and good governance at local and regional level”, with 
particular focus on its intercultural element, to be held the same day in Vlora. 

The meeting gave a strong impetus to the relaunching phase: new potential partners were proposed to be 
contacted in order to join the consortium and budget issues were further discussed and clarified. The 
partners agreed upon the need to make LDA Albania a strong partner of both local authorities and citizens 
in order to fully implement the territorial reform recently adopted in the country. Promoting good 
governance at local level will be a key factor in strengthening Albania’s EU accession process. 

 
 
 
 


