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A barbarity against European 
values - Statement about the 
terroristic attack in Paris on 
13th November 2015 

In this day of mourning, ALDA - the European 
Association for Local Democracy, the 
President, the Governing Board, the 
Secretary General and all the team are close 

to all those who lost in those terrible hours, their friends and their families in the deadly 
bombings in Paris. 

These actions are an attack against life and against the European values of peace, freedom and 
the possibility of living together in diversity. Paris is the heart of the culture and the history of 
Europe and as such, it is targeted here. 

We are all horrified by so much violence and with all our sorrow, we send our condolences to all 
who live in pain today. Our commitment to peace will be even stronger.  

Antonella VALMORBIDA,  
Secretary General of ALDA 

Useful links: 
Statement 

 
 

Migration and Development 
– LADDER Special initiative in 
Malta 

From 11th to 13th November 2015, the 
event “Migration and Development: EYD 
2015 - The year for local action for global 
solutions” was held in Sliema (Malta), in the 
framework of the LADDER project and in 

parallel with the Valletta Summit on Migration, organised by SOS Malta & ALDA. 

http://www.alda-europe.eu/public/14th%20November_statement_Paris_final%281%29.pdf


This conference represented an opportune moment to discuss the global perspectives of 
migration and the link with development, whilst focusing on actions that can be taken at the local 
level to address challenges of migration and raise awareness on the global dimension of the 
topic.   

The event was officially opened by Ms. Claudia Taylor-East, CEO of SOS Malta, and by the HE 
Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca, President of Malta. HE the President stressed the importance of 
acting on this urgent matter after so much time lost in passivity: “It’s up to governments now to 
develop new policies, and new strategies have to be put in place. Misinformation and 
misconception should be avoided, and the approach to migration should be realistic, 
comprehensive and proactive”, stated HE the President. 

Mrs. Antonella Valmorbida, Secretary General of ALDA, presented the project LADDER, 
underlining its dimension, action and goals: “LADDER project is not just a programme for 
conferences, in fact its action aims at achieving real changes in people attitude”, she said. 

Mrs. Lorna Muscat, Programme Development and Funding Manager of SOS Malta, introduced the 
Special Initiative and the theme of migration and development. It was followed by a recorded 
video message of Mrs. Roberta Metsola, (MEP), and interventions from : Mr. Bob Van Dillen, 
Chair of migration and development working group of CONCORD, who brought some updates on 
EU policy and the response from the Civil Society; Mrs. Khadija Qesmoun, who brought the 
experience of the Conference of INGOS of the Council of Europe and their  response to the 
migration issue; Lana Simpraga, Member of the European Civic Forum from Serbia, who talked 
about the initiative for Development and Cooperation as response of the Civil Society in the 
framework of migration and refugee crisis in the Balkans; Mr. Paulo Patane, from the Municipality 
of Catania, Italy, who brought the position and the role of Local Authorities in engaging on 
migration and development issue, presenting the new initiative of the European Network of 
Solidarity Cities. 

In the afternoon the second plenary session took place, with a particular focus on the link 
between Migration and Development, with the two presentations by Mr. Bob Van Dillenwho 
presented the theme of Migration and SDGs, and by Mr. Enver Djuliman, Head of Human Rights 
Education Department of Norwegian Helsinki Committee. 

Furthermore, three parallel oriented workshops took place, focusing on 1/ the European 
Perspectives on the Crisis, 2/ SDGs and Migration, 3/ Migrants as driver for development, where 
all participant had the occasion to discuss about the subject in a very practical and participative 
way. 

The second day of the event was characterised by some presentations focusing on the Human 
Rights Agenda and Migration, with a particular attention to the aspect of gender, changes of 
migration in Malta, human security and specific rights of children on the move. After that, a 
round table discussion about Migration in the Maltese context took place, considering 
approaches and challenges Malta is now facing.  

The 2nd day was concluded with the meeting of both the Migration Path & MED Path Working 
Groups, during which the LADDER partners discussed the steps to be done. 

The conference of the third day was hosted by the Birgu Local Council, with the welcoming 
speech by Mr. Mark Causon, on behalf of the Mayor of Birgu Mr. John Boxall.  



Mr. Dobrica Milovanovic, Representative of Kragujevac Municipality, Serbia, Member of the 
Governing Board of ALDA, and delivered a presentation on the integration of migrants at the local 
level in Serbia, with a particular focus on the role of LAs in development education. 

Furthermore, Mrs. Lorna Muscat, from SOS Malta, delivered a presentation on the intercultural 
cities approach as a holistic approach to inclusion of migrants at the local level. 

Useful links: 
Flyer of the event 
Agenda of the event 
Photo gallery 
Live recording of the first day - 11th November 
Live recording of the second day - 12th November 
LADDER Consortium joint statement in the event of the Valletta Summit 
Interview to Mrs. Lorna Muscat, Programme Development and Funding manager of SOS Malta 

 

 

WE-NET project: first 
international event in Thiene 
on 13-15 November 

The first international event of WE-NET: 
Working for Environmentally Educated 
Towns took place in Thiene (Vicenza), Italy, 
on 13-15 November and gathered all the 
partners of the project.  

 
The project, funded by Europe for Citizens Programme and led by the Municipality of Thiene, 
aims to promote recycling and selective waste sorting within an urban environment by 
establishing a network of municipalities and civil society associations from across Europe, which 
will exchange experience and best practices on the topic. The project is also expected to involve 
actively citizens, in particular youngsters and disadvantaged groups, in order to raise public 
awareness on and educate people to recycling issues and sustainable development.  
 
The opening conference session The added value of the multistakeholder approach to reaching 
the objectives of the Environment Action Programme to 2020 was introduced by Andrea Zorzan, 
Councillor for Environment of Thiene Municipality, and Mr. Alessandro Perelli, Vice-President of 
ALDA. A round table focusing on What role for local authorities and civil society associations to 
promoting sustainable development? Examples of good practices throughout Europe was also 
held. Among the speakers: Mr. Fabrizio SPADA, Head of the Regional Representation of the 
European Commission in Milan; Ms.Sirpa PIETIKÄINEN, MEP, Member of ENVI Commission; Mr 
Marco DUS, Member of the Committee of the Regions; Ms. Françoise BONNET, Secretary 
General, Association of Cities and Regions for Recycling and sustainable resource management; 
Mr.Rui FRANCO, Deputy City Councillor – Portfolios of Housing and Local Development, Câmara 
Municipal de Lisboa, Portugal; Mr. Dragan MILUTINOVIC, Director of Municipal Development 
Agency, Municipality of Knjazevac, Serbia; Mr. Oriol BARADAD, Political expert at Waste 
Consorcium, Spain; Mr. Hubert PODGÓRNY, Expert on environmental protection, Liga Ochrony 

https://europa.eu/eyd2015/sites/default/files/users/james.azzopardi/flyer_a5.pdf
http://www.alda-europe.eu/public/allegati/2015/Agenda_FINAL_LADDER_1.pdf
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/photogallery_dett.php?id=199
http://livestream.com/accounts/15332762/events/4478446
http://livestream.com/accounts/15332762/events/4478719
http://www.alda-europe.eu/public/doc/LADDER_Consortium-joint-statement_Valletta-Summit_FINAL.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qTJ6n-qJwpU
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/project_dett.php?ID=82
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/project_dett.php?ID=82
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/project_dett.php?ID=82


Przyrody Zarzad Okregu Podkarpackiego, Poland; Ms. Tamara RIJAVEC, Expert on implementing 
ethical/sustainable practices in inclusive spatial design, Drustvo za razvijanje prostovoljnega dela 
Novo mesto and Est=etika, Slovenia; and Mr. Andrea ZORZAN, Councillor for Environment, City of 
Thiene.  
 
The afternoon was dedicated to the "World Café" activity, during which the partners of the 12 
delegations could get to know each other and discussed about the strategies for sustainability at 
the local level. The meeting of Executive Committee concluded the first day of work.  
 
During the morning of 14th November, the participants organized and attended parallel thematic 
workshops focusing on educating citizens to sustainable development, on the management of 
stakeholders, and on the use of compost and IT tools for selective waste sorting and recycling in 
order to showcase and exchange best practices implemented locally. In the afternoon, the group 
had the chance to visit the incinerator in Schio, near Thiene.  
 
Useful links: 
Agenda of the event  
Programme of the conference  
Official press release of the Municipality of Thiene (in Italian) 
News in VicenzaPiù EuroWorld 
News on cremenorca.org 
News in Regijski NVO Center 
News in Lokalno.si 
News in cnvos.info 
News in the website of the Municipality of Novomesto 
Photo gallery 

 

A step forward towards the 
European Citizens’ Initiative 
revision 

On 28th October, the European Parliament 
approved the EP Report on the ECI, sending a 
clear message to the Commission for the 
revision of ECI Regulation 2011/211. ALDA 
welcomes this meaningful proposal, as it 

contains many helpful changes which, if implemented, could make the ECI much easier to use. 

This includes harmonising and reducing personal data requirements, simplifying the technical 
rules governing the online signature collection system, dropping the age of support to 16 and 
letting campaigns choose their own start date. ALDA continuously promotes citizens participation 
in the democratic process, and recognises the ECI as a potentially powerful instrument in this 
direction. In fact, we involved ourselves actively, within the project COHEIRS, on supporting the 
Right2Water campaign.  

Unfortunately, further steps are still required to make the ECI a meaningful tool of participatory 
democracy. In particular, to ensure that the European Commission recognizes ECI , allowing a 

http://www.alda-europe.eu/public/Programme_Activity-3.pdf
http://www.alda-europe.eu/public/Programme_Conference-4.pdf
http://www.alda-europe.eu/public/Wenet%20Thiene_press%20release_final.pdf
http://euroworld.vicenzapiu.com/leggi/con-wenet-thiene-incontra-leuropa-per-un-ambiente-ecosostenibile
http://www.riemenorca.org/Contingut.aspx?IdPub=8888
http://www.nevladnik.info/si/novice/?id=13922
http://www.nevladnik.info/si/novice/?id=13922
http://www.lokalno.si/2015/11/23/145133/zgodba/Novomescani_v_Beneciji_o_reciklazi_in_trajnostnem_razvoju/
http://www.lokalno.si/2015/11/23/145133/zgodba/Novomescani_v_Beneciji_o_reciklazi_in_trajnostnem_razvoju/
http://www.cnvos.info/index/article/id/12727/cid/94
http://www.novomesto.si/si/obcina/novice/?id=14158
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/photogallery_dett.php?id=201
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/project_dett.php?ID=43


proper follow-up, including a parliamentary debate in plenary, followed by a vote on the ECI. 
While we are grateful for the strong call to simplify the ECI, ALDA is still convinced that a more 
courageous approach would have made the ECI a more effective and democratic instrument. 
Before long, the Council will issue its own report on the ECI. The Commission will then decide 
whether or not to propose a reform of the ECI Regulation. We are looking forward for good news 
on the topic! 

 

Tackling unemployment in 
Europe: ALDA among the 
implementors of the project 
BESPAT 

The steering committee of the project 
BESPAT - Best European Policies, Analysis 
and Transference in PHS - took place in 
Madrid on 3-4 November. Aldo Xhani, 

Coordinator of the Citizenship Programme, brought in the outcomes of the local process 
developed in cooperation with ALDA’s members and partners. 

More than 20 stakeholders, regional and local authorities, civil society associations and private 
actors were involved in the process of collecting good practices on the professionalisation of 
personal and household services from across Europe. Four practices have been assessed as those 
best matching the requirements of the project and showcased during the partners’ meeting: the 
project BADAMI, sponsored by the Municipality of Ravenna; the Mobile Learning Solution 
promoted by the Northern Ireland social Care Council; the Elderly for Higher Quality of Living at 
Home programme, managed by the Association of Pensioners of Slovenia; and the Domiphone 
Application, launched by Edenred. 

The general objective of the project BESPAT is to identify and exchange good practices regarding 
the policies and actions in the sector of personal and household services as a way to define a 
Policies and Actions Proposal to encourage the efficiency of these services and to contribute 
through the creation of new jobs to the objectives of European 2020 Strategy.  

 

Third LADDER training on 
DEAR in Athens 

The third EU Level training on DEAR of 
LADDER project took place from 4th to 6th 
November, in Athens (Greece). The training 
was organized by ALDA together with its 
partner EGTC Amphictyony, and was 
delivered by The Hague Academy for Local 
Democracy. 

http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/project_dett.php?ID=70
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/project_dett.php?ID=70
http://www.ladder-project.eu/


Mr. Antonio Karvounis, from the Ministry of Interior and Administrative Reconstruction; Mr. 
Soritis Duro, Member of the Steering Committee of EGTC Amphictyony and Ms. Anne-Laure 
Joedicke, Project Manager of ALDA, opened the training, introducing the agenda and referring to 
the role of multipliers of Local Authorities & Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) on development 
education. 

The ultimate objective of it was to gather experts coming from our 45 partners and provide them 
with the skills and background information on DEAR strategies while sharing useful experiences 
with their peers, with the aim “to plant the seed” of development education in them. 

The training involved a participative methodology, with participants being encouraged to work in 
groups to share views in specific LADDER issues and ways of developing DEAR activities back in 
their country.  

Useful links: 
Photo gallery 

 

Over 50 partners met during 
the Steering Committee 
2015, Lower Normandy / 
Macedonia 

More than 50 partners of the Decentralised 
cooperation between Lower Normandy and 
Macedonia, met during the Steering 
Committee 2015, on 3rd and 4th October, 

this year. 

This dynamic week between French and Macedonian partners was an excellent opportunity to 
exchange on the future of the cooperation, such as different strategies, methodologies, areas of 
work, and detailed analysis of the implemented and previewed activities. 

The Steering Committee meeting was opened by institutional cooperation partners, the 
Ambassador of France in Macedonia, Laurence Auer, the Deputy Minister of Local Self-
Governance, Ljupco Prendzov, the Head of International Relations of the Regional Council of 
Lower Normandy, Sabine Guichet Lebailly, and the Secretary General of ALDA, Antonella 
Valmorbida. 

Recalling the political context of the two territories, institutional partners emphasized the 
important role of the cooperation in Lower Normandy, as in Macedonia, and their impact in 
terms of bringing closer these two territories on many levels. In the beginning of the next year, 
Lower Normandy will unite with the region Upper Normandy creating one larger region, which 
will undoubtedly change the prospects of the cooperation. 

The meetings continued reviewing different key points in the cooperation, such as the  activities 
conducted in the 2014-2015 period and a presentation of the third and final year of the three-
year program of decentralized cooperation between Lower Normandy and Macedonia for the 

http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/photogallery_dett.php?id=202


period 2013- 2016. The Action Plan for 2016 was also discussed, together with the new prospects 
and ideas for 2016. 

The partners of the call for proposals, the twinned municipalities and the actors on each theme: 
Memory and Reconciliation (WW1), Youth, and Culture were able to present and analyse their 
activities and share their thoughts and experiences. In addition to these individual meetings, 
interventions in different workshops showed the variety of developed concepts of work, which 
share the same objective: the importance to gather and share good practices to strengthen the 
actors of the two territories. 

The two days ended with moments of reflection on different themes of work: Culture, Youth, 
Human Rights and the European Funds in the cooperation. Throughout the discussions, the 
partners expressed the wish to further link their activities and create a real synergy. All partners 
agreed that they will commit to stronger communication, reinforcing the links between the 
partners and their activities, which will also transfer into the communication towards the public: 
citizens, young people, local authorities, organizations and institutions. The great challenge for 
the cooperation for the last three years and in the years to come, is indeed the transversal frame 
of the projects which can be a basis for establishing new links and partnerships in both territories. 
The Decentralised Cooperation must be a real platform open to all, to all stakeholders and actors. 

This steering committee was also an opportunity to welcome many new partners who were able 
to discover the core of the cooperation. They have shown great motivation to explore the 
concepts of work, optionally through trainings on International Cooperation, to deepen their 
knowledge on both territories, and on the European Funds. 

This steering committee has again shown the potential for continuous cooperation with partners, 
now and in the future, with increasing numbers and motivation. Diverse challenges lie ahead, and 
new areas of cooperation to be explored, all by reinforcing the existing and creating new links 
between partners and territories. 

The Decentralised Cooperation between Lower Normandy and Macedonia is coordinated by 
ALDA, funded by the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. For more information please visit the 
official website of the cooperation www.bn-mk.org. 

 

Civil Society Forum for 
Eastern Partnership - Kyiv, 
Ukraine: ALDA coordinates 
the Subgroup on Local 
Government and Public 
Administration Reform 

The 7th Civil Society Forum for Eastern 
Partnership took place on 20th and 21st November in Kyiv (Ukraine). It gathered 250 participants 
from the EaP countries and from the EU. The event was opened by the Prime Minister of Ukraine, 
Mr. Arseniy Yatsenyuk, and by the Commissioner for European Neighborhood Policies & 
Enlargement Negotiations, Mr. Johannes Hahn. 

http://www.bn-mk.org/


During two days, the participants debated number of issues, such as  the development of 
relationships between the EU and the EaP countries in a process of differentiation. Three of them 
have signed the Association Agreement (Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine), while three of them 
didn’t (Azerbaijan, Armenia and Belarus). At the front line of discussion were the issues of the 
protection of human rights, media and security in the region. 

The event took place remembering the Maidan movement, which was followed by the 
annexation of Crimea from Russia and the ongoing war in the Donbass region. 

ALDA, the European Association for Local Democracy attended the event with the participation of 
its Secretary General, Mrs. Antonella Valmorbida. She coordinated the work of the Subgroup on 
Local Government and Public Administration Reform and was re-confirmed in her position for 
2016. The focus of the group will be support to decentralisation processes, public administration 
reform, monitoring and participation in the European Flagship for Sustainable Municipal 
Development. A particular effort will be paid to capitalize good practices on citizens participation. 

In the framework of the Forum, the Subgroup on Local Government and Public Administration 
Reform organised a side event on the development of Public Civil Service in the Countries of the 
EaP that signed the Association Agreement.  

Useful links: 
Webpage of the 7th EaP CSF Annual Assembly 
Agenda of the event 

 

ALDA at the 3rd European 
Congress on Global 
Education on 26-28 of 
November in Zagreb, Croatia 

The 3rd European Congress on Global 
Education took place on 26-28 November in 
Zagreb, Croatia. This Congress brought 
together over 200 stakeholders that work on 

education, focusing on the innovative quadrilogue principle, using a holistic approach to Global 
Education. The priorities of the event were to contribute to the methodological framework of GE, 
identify the priorities and its added value to the implementation of SDG’s as well as providing a 
mechanism for implementation in Europe. 

A representative of Vejle Municipality, Mr. Ib Jespersgaard, one of the 25 co-applicants of the 
LADDER project, coordinated by ALDA, presented the Local Authorities (LA’s) perspective on 
development education. He intervened during the plenary session “Education for Global Skills” on 
the 26th of November, a session focusing on the field of citizenship initiatives. Mr. Ib 
Jespersgaard also discussed the outcomes of the survey carried by the NSC on Youth Global Skills, 
bringing the LAs dimension. 

The approach and process of the LADDER project were presented by Nikos Gamouras, LADDER 
Project Manager during a workshop session of the GE Congress. Among the main points raised 

http://eap-csf.eu/en/annual-csf-assemblies/assembly-2015/
http://eap-csf.eu/assets/files/Final%20Agenda%20Annual%20Assembly%202015.pdf
http://www.ladder-project.eu/


were the ambitious approach of the project and the focus on the multiplier capacity of both LA’s 
and CSO’s when dealing with DEAR (Development Education and Awareness Raising).  

 

ALDA interviews Michel Lebrun, 
former President of the 
Committee of the Regions: 
politics has a pedagogical role, 
whereas populism and extremist 
movements propose false 
solutions to current challenges 

On 13th October, Mattia Brazzale, Assistant to the Secretary General, met Mr Michel Lebrun, 
former President of the Committee of the Regions, and Belgian politician with a long career, both 
at regional and local level, and at federal level. 

Mr Lebrun affirmed that, nowadays, the European Union is facing two main challenges: on one 
side the migration flows, considered that the EU is a space of freedom and peace, and on the 
other side, the EU should solve the problem of unemployment, especially youth unemployment. 
In his opinion immigrants represent an added value for the future of the EU. 

Besides, in his opinion, the current political situation is really complex and citizens often cannot 
well understand what is happening in their communities: that is why, in order to ensure the social 
cohesion, the politics has to play a pedagogic role, and to fight against individualism in our 
societies. 

Indeed, he clearly stated that extremist and populist movements are offering false solutions, 
giving the illusion that the solution for the current challenges is to close our societies and our 
communities. Mr. Lebrun added that it is really important for local authorities and local 
communities to be engaged at international and European level, and stressed in the useful 
instruments that are foreseen by the Treaty of Lisbon. 

The role of civil societies is essential, especially in the Neighbourhood, he noted, and mentioned 
the success of the Arab spring in Tunisia, reminding that the civil society made possible the 
changes in the country. Concerning the Committee of the Regions, it is trying to cooperate more 
and more in the Neighbourhood countries, therefore the Neighbourhood Policy needs active and 
engaged LRAs and the involvement of civil societies.   

Useful links: 
Podcast of the interview on Soundcloud 

 

http://www.lebrun-michel.eu/
https://soundcloud.com/alda-5/interview-with-michel-lebrun-former-president-of-the-committee-of-the-regions


PATHS Coordination Meeting 
held in Murcia on 23-24 
November 2015 

On 23th and 24th November ALDA took part 
in Murcia in the partner meeting of the 
project PATHS – Youth for Solidarity 
Economy and Entrepreneurship in Europe. 

Partner organisations from France, Greece, Portugal, Spain and UK gathered to discuss the 
ongoing project, mainly regarding the mapping of solidarity entrepreneurship and the 
development of curricula focused on youth solidarity economy. 

For ALDA PATHS represents a key tool in order to contribute to the promotion of social, 
economic, cultural and professional growth of the new generations of European citizens, strongly 
affected by the economic crisis. The project is a strategic partnership between European 
organisations which are active in the field of education, training and youth, designed to promote 
cooperation and innovation in youth social entrepreneurship, the development of specific skills 
by workers of the organisations involved (trainers, youth workers), and to provide professional 
training for them as for facilitators of youth entrepreneurship projects in the field of solidarity 
economy.  

 

NEWS FROM THE LDAs 
 

Black Sea NGO Forum, 8th 
edition - LDA Georgia and 
LDA Armenia involved in the 
activities 

LDA network delegates from Armenia and 
Georgia had the opportunity to participate 
in  the Black Sea NGO forum - 8th edition, on 
2-3 November in Tblisi, Georgia. 

The forum aimed to define a strategic framework for regional cooperation at the Black Sea. For 
the opening plenary session all speakers mentioned the importance of the Black Sea NGO forum 
for further developments in the local civil sector of each country, and international partnerships. 
Mr. Justin Kicullen, co-chair of CSO partnership for Development Effectiveness- CPDE and 
Mr.  Brian Tomlinson (CPDE) mentioned that CPDE  envisages a world where respect for human 
rights, participatory democracy, social and environmental justice and sustainability, gender 
equality and equity, and decent work and sustainable change are achieved. They called out for 
other civil society organizations to become a member in their network for future joint project 

http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/project_dett.php?ID=78
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/project_dett.php?ID=78


initiatives. A report on “Enabling Environment for Civil Society Development in the Black Sea 
Region” was presented, showing the state of civil society state in Black Sea countries.  

Nino Tvaltvadze, Delegate of the LDA Georgia,  and Lusine Aleksandryan, Delegate of the LDA 
Armenia, participated in thematic workshop on the Island of Integrity and effectiveness –a new 
approach on anti-corruption. The session moderator was an expert from Romania Ane Vasilache 
that made a productive presentation and interactive discussions on corruption and honesty in all 
administrative sectors and local Self-Government.  At the end she concluded with following 
words: “Honesty” is not a consistent, inherent trait and is considerably influenced by the 
context”. 

On the open space session Nino Tvaltvadze moderated the working group on Civic participation. 
As a result, the working group presented the project proposal defining the goal, key barriers and 
key possibilities for the six countries involved in the process: Georgia, Armenia,Turkey, Romania, 
Moldova and Ukraine. 

The Black Sea NGO Forum 8th edition provided with the concrete recommendations and 
proposals to the participants about the donor organizations that enable the applicants with real 
funding opportunities and is a true platform of dialogue and partnership possibilities for CSOs. 
 
Useful links 
Photo gallery  

 

Assisting kindergartens in 
Gyumri - the commitment of 
the LDA Armenia 

To  continue and promote the cooperation 
with Gyumri community “Local Democracy 
Agency” foundation handled over a small 
project funded by  the European Association 
for Local Democracy for the assistance of 24 

kindergartens in Gyumri whereas the community has its own contribution. 

The project involves the distribution of small packages to 24 kindergartens including  working 
packages for  each kindergarten administration, literature and toys for the children. The project 
aims to make visible the conditions of kindergartens controlled by the community, assist 
kindergartens by promoting local democracy principles in cooperation with Gyumri municipality.  

For the implementation of the project “Local Democracy Agency” foundation has cooperated 
with the head of Educational Department of Gyumri municipality Mr. Hayk Sultanyan.  

The meeting was held in the municipality hall on 29th of October, 2015. LDA Armenia director 
Lusine Aleksandryan presented the foundation, the mission and the aim of the project together 
with the municipality educational department representatives. 23 directors presented the 
conditions in their kindergartens (mostly the renovation, heating and furniture) outmost 
problems, other financing opportunities. Lusine made the mapping of those problems in order to 
use them in the possible joint projects. Small packages were distributed to all kindergartens as 

http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/photogallery_dett.php?id=198


the first step of joint cooperation. 

This project was of great importance for LDA foundation as it once again confirmed the necessity 
of foundation mission on the spot as a partner of Gyumri city. 

 

 


