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ALDA IN MOURNING FOR THE DEATH OF ITS HONORARY 
PRESIDENT GIANFRANCO MARTINI 
 
ALDA Honorary President, Gianfranco Martini, passed away on 10 
October. 
“It is a great sorrow not only for ALDA this news” stated ALDA Director, 
Antonella Valmorbida. “Gianfranco was our friend and our mentor” she 

wrote in a message of condolence. 
Gianfranco Martini was remembered on 18 October during “Passaggio a Sud Est”, a transmission of Radio 
Radicale, an Italian national radio, and on the Blog of Roberto Spagnoli, Italian journalist. 
“As ALDA and LDAs, we all owe him a lot. He was the one who inspired the programme and he supported 
us from the deep of his heart and with all his strengths. He has always been committed to the cause of 
Europe as an instrument for peace and common growth. Till the very end, we exchanged views about the 
future, which seemed to him not so promising because losing the true sense of being together. He always 
showed us the example of personal commitment to the cause and he never preached us what to do but 
rather did it! Being both real Europeans, we felt particular close one to each other, since he was from my 
land, Veneto, and we both shared a lot for common stories, a particular dialect and many common 
cultural references... 
Gianfranco endured the difficulties of the Second World War. He was from Rovigo area, a very poor region 
of the Veneto Region (Italy). He studied Law in Venice and became a promising Lawyer in his home town, 
Lendinara. He was elected Mayor of this town for many mandates. He has been a European Activist since 
after the end of the War and contributed to the development of the Congress (earlier Standing 
Conference) of the Council of Europe. Making a difficult decision at that time, he moved to Rome with his 
family (four small children) and he spent all his life at AICCRE and contributed to the strength of the 
CEMR. In the '90, he started to work on the project of the LDAs and then with ALDA and was our President 
till 2008.  
Like many us are doing, Gianfranco spent his life traveling around Europe and the globe for the cause of 
local democracy and human rights. He met and was friends with VIPs and with many "ordinary" citizens. 
Everybody that met him remembered him. He was able to listen to all of us with attention and care. The 
communication with him was inspiring and stimulating. I have thousands of images in my head. He was a 
real gentleman, so elegant and deeply educated. 
Gianfranco made the difference for us all and certainly for a part of Europe. 
We are just so grateful that we had the chance to be among his friends and those who benefitted from his 
knowledge and experience. We will all miss him”. 

 

 
SECOND MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN YEAR OF CITIZENS 
ITALIAN ALIANCE: “WORKING WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
FOR LOCAL DEMOCRACY” 
 
ALDA is one of the main European Civil Society Associations that 
promoted the “Civil Society Alliance for the European Year on active 

citizenship 2013”, with the support of the European Economic and Social Committee. 
For the Alliance, active citizenship means primarily active involvement of citizens as participation in the 
life of their communities, and thus in democracy, in terms of activity and decision-making. 
The launch of the European Alliance will officially be in Brussels on the 17th of December. 
ALDA, as promoter of the Alliance, is launching its activities in France, Croatia and Italy. 



In Rome, on the 14th of November, was held the second and very important meeting of the Italian Alliance 
for the European Year of Citizens 2013.  
Forty organizations participated, invited by the coordinators, ALDA/CIME and Third Sector Forum. The 
meeting was hosted by Centre of Research Eurispes.  
The Alliance confirmed its strategy to be strongly involved in the European Year of Citizens together with 
the European Alliance. The Italian Declaration was substantially approved and it focuses on Local 
Democracy and work with local authorities, mentioning the need for them to engage in a dialogue with 
civil society (art 118, Italian Constitution). 
The Alliance agreed also on a methodology of work next year to promote 1000 events, with all the NGOs 
networks involved. These events will be recognised as activities of the group with a certain Label.  
Furthermore, a set of high profile events have already been identified. The Group will be working with the 
support of a Steering Committee composed of representatives of NGOs chairing thematic working groups. 
A particular effort will be paid to involve Association of Local and Regional Authorities as well as to 
engage, with different means including social networks, the citizens and the community. 
An official launch of the Alliance will be sent in Rome in December with the final definition of the Agenda 
and the launch of the activities and organisation. 
 
 

 
ALDA AMONG THE INITIATORS OF CROATIAN AND ITALIAN 
ALLIANCES FOR EUROPEAN YEAR OF CITIZENS 2013 
 
The Association of the Local Democracy Agencies, LDA Osijek, LDA 
Sisak, LDA Verteneglio, Foundation for partnership and civil society 
development of the Istrian Region, AEGEE- Zagreb, Centre for Civil 
Initiatives (of the Network CEECN) are the initiators of the Croatian 

Alliance for the European Year of Citizens 2013. 
The first meeting took place in Zagreb on the 6th of November and confirmed this formal step. The 
Croatian Alliance for the European Year of Citizens 2013 will therefore officially registered within the 
National Platforms Alliances supporting the wide Alliance at the EU level.  
The Secretary of ALDA, Ms. Paula Rauzan, Delegate of the LDA Sisak will coordinate the group of initiators. 
She was also accompanied by the Director of ALDA, Antonella Valmorbida and the Delegate of the LDA 
Osijek, M. Miljenko Turniski 
The initiators are now working for launching a vast campaign of mobilization in Croatia that will engage, 
before the end of the month, the networks of civil society interested to work for the EYAC 2013. They will 
be proposed to work together to disseminate the Manifesto at the EU level and probably to adapt it to 
their national and local situation. It is also proposed to work on working groups and to develop common 
initiative to include more citizens of Croatia in EU policies.  
The Croatian Platform will be of particular interest because of the upcoming integration of the country 
into the EU. The Annual priority 2013 - Year of Citizens - will be then meaningful to launch a debate on 
European Citizenship for this new EU members. 
ALDA is also member of the EU steering Committee and Coordinator of WG1, as well as initiator of the 
Italian Alliance.  
Next 14th of November will take place in Rome (from 10:30 to 13:30 – Eurispes premises Via Orazio, 31) 
the second meeting of the partners. In this occasion will be adopted a declaration of intent of the Italian 
Alliance ECY 2013. 
 
 

 
ALDA PRESIDENT ORIANO OTOČAN WITH CROATIAN 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS VESNA PUSIĆ 
 
President of ALDA Mr Oriano Otočan on 26th and 27th October 
participated in Osijek on the LIBSEEN Liberal Leaders Meeting, which 
gathers the leaders of Southeastern European liberal parties every 

year. 
During the conference he had a meeting with the Croatian Minister of Foreign affairs, Mrs Vesna Pusić, to 
whom he presented ALDA’s main goals, and informed her about ALDA’s forthcoming activities regarding 
the celebration of the European Year of Citizens 2013 in Croatia, as a member of the future coalition 



created for that cause. They also discussed about the way in which Croatia will celebrate the forthcoming 
accession to the European Union. 
Mr Otočan also visited the Local Democracy Agency in Osijek, where he spoke to the Delegate Mr Miljenko 
Turniški about the current and future activities and projects, and the position of Croatian Agencies of 
Local Democracy after the accession to the EU.  
 

 
 

 
THE PRESIDENT OF ALDA; ORIANO OTOČAN, VISITING 
SERBIA 
 
The President of ALDA, Oriano Otočan, together with Antonella 
Valmorbida, the Director of ALDA, had a visit tour in Serbia, where 
they met key representatives of Serbian Local autohotities and  the 

delegates and partners of LDAs. 
A first meeting took place in Kragujevac, where the Mayor, Verko Stevanovic was met and the full 
membership and partnerhsip with ALDA was confirmed. (In the photo 1: ALDA President, Oriano Otočan, 
the Mayor of Kragujevac, Stevanovic Verko, ALDA Director, Antonella Valmorbida and Dobrica Milovanovic, 

Alda Governing Board member and Deputy mayor of Kragujevac). 
A particular interest was shown as for the issue of Decentralisation 
and instrument for strengthening capacities of Local Authorities and 
Regions.  
In Nis ALDA delegation met the Deputy Mayor, Ljubivoje Slavkovic, 
and its team.  
Also in Nis, a strong support from the Municipality was secured both 
the ALDA and to the LDA Central and Southern Serbia. 
The new possibilities to work with the programme Europe for 
Citizens were presented since Serbia joint the programme a few days 
ago. The representatives of ALDA also stressed the future 

cooperation in 2013, within the programme of activities of the 
European Year of Citizens. (In the photo 2: Alda President, Oriano 
Otočan, the Deputy Mayor of Nis, Ljubivoje Slavkovic and Dobrica 
Milovanovic, Alda Governing Board member). 
A third step of the official visit in Serbia was in Novi Sad, where ALDA 
President, Oriano Otočan, and ALDA Director, Antonella Valmorbida 
met also key representatives of the Autonomous Province of 
Vojvodina, as Istvan Pastor, President of the Assembly of Vojvodina 
Province. ( In the photo 3: Istvan Pastor, President of the Assembly of 
Vojvodina Province, ALDA Director, Antonella Valmorbida and ALDA 
President Oriano Otočan), and Branislav Bugarski, Provincial 
Secretary of the Government of Vojvodina and Secretariat for Inter Regional Cooperation and Local Self 
Government. (In the photo 4: Branislav Bugarski, Provincial Secretary of the Government of Vojvodina, 

ALDA Director, Antonella Valmorbida and ALDA President Oriano 
Otočan) 
The cooperation between the Region Istria and the Province of 
Vojvodina has been intense in these last years, in particular as 
common situation of boarder regions, with relevant and multiple 
ethnic groups. The meeting was also positive in presenting the role 
of ALDA and the LDA in Subotica, active since 1993.  
It was discussed the possibility to join several joint projects on 
local and regional authorities development as well as the 
engagement of citizens. 
Finally in Subotica they also visited the LDAs office and its staff. 
 

 
 
 
 



IN OCTOBER ALDA’S NETWORK WAS AT THE CORE OF THE 
EUROPEAN DEBATE ON DEMOCRACY AND DEVELOPMENT 
 
Last October ALDA was part of all the most important events promoted 
by European Commission, European Parliament, Committee of the 
Regions, Council of Europe and Congress of Local and Regional 
Authorities.  

“We had the opportunity to emphasize the role of ALDA in the promotion of fundamental democratic and 
European values, which still represent a challenge to the EU countries as well as those on the path to EU 
or those in the close European neighborhood” stated ALDA President, Mr. Oriano Otočan. 
“Decentralisation and strong role of local authorities are key elements 
of democratic and economic growth”, stressed Antonella Valmorbida, 
ALDA Director, speaking at the 10th meeting of the Strasbourg Club 
(Strasbourg, F, 9 October 2012). The meeting was promoted by the 
Municipality of Strasbourg in the framework of the World Forum for 
Democracy.  
 “ALDA, through his work at the local level, has been able to verify the 
positive impact that civil society (associations and volunteering) brings 
to the community. A strong and vibrant civil society is an important 
tool for the strengthening of democracy” said Antonella Valmorbida. 
Alda President, Oriano Otočan, stressed the importance of the role of 
local authorities in regional co-operation speaking about ALDA and LDA’s experiences on this field at the 

round table  organised by Kanton of Sarajevo at the European 
Parliament (Brussels, 9 October 2012) in the framework of the “Open 
Days”.  
ALDA was also represented also by Dobrica Milovanović, member of the 
Governing Board, who illustrated the point of view of Serbia on the 
theme of the meeting: “Towards EU28: The perspectives of Croatian 
Accession to the EU for the future of EU integration process and 
regional co-operation“. 
The round table aimed at showing the importance of regional 
cooperation within the Western Balkans as well as of the cooperation 
between the European Union, her member states and the countries in 

Western Balkans.  
Issues like how can cooperation at the regional and local level take place when Croatia joins the EU, were 
discussed at the round-table. Best-practices examples were presented, e.g. the cooperation between 
Austrian and Italian regions with regions in Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
ALDA was a full partner of the World Forum for Democracy that took place from 5 to 11 October 2012 in 
Strasbourg, organised by the Council of Europe, the Forum and opened by international key figures such as 
United Nations Secretary General Mr. Ban Ki-moon and Ms. Tawakkol Karman (Yemen), Nobel Peace Prize 
winner 2011.  
ALDA was present in the organisation of the Forum and in person with its 
President, Oriano Otočan, and Director, Antonella Valmorbida 
interventions. 
ALDA President, Oriano Otočan, took part in the debate “Regionalisation 
and Democracy” organised by the Alsace Regional Council on 10th 
October on the third day of the Strasbourg World Forum for Democracy.  
In partnership with the Assembly of European Regions (AER) and the 
Congress for Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe, the 
event gave the opportunity to discuss how regions can contribute to the 
democracy. At this occasion, Mr Otočan provided a local insight about 
Istria Region experience (Croatia) in addition to contributions made by Mr Leen Verbeek, Representative 

of CoE Chamber of Regions, and Ms Hande Özsan Bozatli (TR), AER Vice-
president. 
In Strasbourg the President of ALDA, Oriano Otočan, had also the 
opportunity to meet the newly elected (on Tuesday 16 October) 
President of the Congress, Herwig Van Staa. The meeting took place in 
the framework of the Governing Board of ALDA on the 17th of October.  
During these days, the Autumn Congress Session also took place and it 
was a good occasion for the ALDA Governing Board members to meet 
with other important stakeholders for our work. 
President Van Staa expressed its full support for the activities of ALDA 



and the Local Democracy Agencies. The issues discussed were also the future of ALDA activities in Armenia 
and in Azerbaijan. The issue of strengthening ALDA work in South Eastern Europe was also highlighted. The 
two Presidents discussed about the new Strategic Views 2012-2016 discussed by the ALDA Governing 
Board. The document will have its final version during the Governing Board in January 2013. 
At the meeting took part also Mrs. Antonella Valmrobida, Director of ALDA, and Andreas Korb, Secretary 
General of the Congress. 
More than 70 participants attended the WTD-ALDA event organized, as project lab, in the framework of 
the European Development Days, promoted by the European Commission. 
The European Development Days took place in Brussels (16-17 October 2012). 
The WTD (Working Together for Development) event was a creative laboratory conceived as a learning 
café session aiming at brainstorming and proposing recommendations integrating the contributions of 
experts and practitioners on the advantages of creating synergies 
between LAs and CSOs in development cooperation. 
The activity was structured in a dynamic and creative way, which 
allowed not only experts but also practitioners to have a tangible 
contribution to the formulations of recommendations. 
WTD learning café led to the formulation of recommendations 
responding to 5 key themes identified as the main features 
characterizing the joint involvement of Las and CSOs in development 
cooperation processes. 
There was high interest in the workshop, and it was a great success 
for ALDA and the WTD project. 
Last but not least, at the 23rd Session of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities (Strasbourg, 17 
October), a resolution and recommendation on the situation of local and regional democracy in Azerbaijan 
were debated. 
The report, presented by the co-rapporteurs Jos Wienen, The Netherlands (L, EPP/CD) and Gudrun Mosler-
Törnström, Austria, (R, SOC), assesses the developments in grassroots democracy in Azerbaijan since the 
Congress’s monitoring report of 2003.  
ALDA member NGO Alliance for Municipality development (BINA), an NGO in Azerbaijan, worked closely 
with the monitoring group in the drafting of the report. 
 

 
ALDA WELCOMES THE ENTRANCE OF SERBIA AND 
MONTENEGRO IN THE PROGRAMME “EUROPE FOR CITIZENS” 
AND WISHES THAT KOSOVO WILL ENTER SOON 
 
After the signature in Belgrade of the Memorandum of Understanding 
on the participation of the Republic of Serbia in the Europe for Citizens 

programme 2007-2013, almost all the countries of Western Balkan will finally be eligible under the 
Programme. 
 ALDA is particularly happy to acknowledge the entrance of almost all the Western Balkans Countries in 
the Programme, having worked for years for the deveolpment of civil society in the area and wishes that 
Kosovo, the last country of the region not eligible, will be very soon covered by the Programme. 
On 9th of November, Gregory Paulger, Director General of the EC's Directorate-General for 
Communication, and Ivana Ćirković, Director of Office for cooperation with Civil Society of the 
Government of the Republic of Serbi,a signed the Memorandum that opened the Europe for Citizens 
Programme to Serbia. 
 The signature allows for full participation of Serbian organisations in the Programme and for the Country 
represents an important opportunity of promotion of civil society projects, partnerships building between 
Serbian and European towns, exchange of experiences among memorial institutions, museums and 
educational institutions. Serbian vibrant civil society will significantly benefit from its participation in the 
Europe for Citizens Programme.  
The participation of Serbian civil society organisations and local authorities in the Programme will provide 
an important opportunity to forge partnerships with other civil society organisations in the European Union 
and to engage in European projects of various kinds. 
ALDA represents one of the main stakeholders of the Programme at the European level and has a specific 
focus on Western Balkans, where it has been active since early nineties to promote local democracy 
(mainly through its local democracy agencies established on the field), good governance and citizen 
participation. ALDA has developed numerous Europe for Citizens projects in the Western Balkans countries 
that have been eligible under the Programme in the last years, significantly contributing to the 
strengthening of the links among EU and Western Balkans cities and citizens, and to the recovery and 



reelaboration of historical issues. The Association is indeed convinced that its mission, the reinforcement 
of local democracy, has to pass through the sustain to civil society and citizens’ participation, especially 
in Countries with a difficult recent past and still strong internal divisions. 
 The Memorandum represents both an outcome and a new challenge for the Association of Local 
Democracy Agencies: on one hand, it is a result rewarding the long-lasting work of ALDA and of the LDAs in 
the field of local democracy and citizen participation in the Balkans; on the other hand, it opens new 
frontiers of cooperation for further supporting the full integration of Western Balkans in the EU. The 
opportunity of finally being able to work at regional level for promoting the development of civil society 
in the area is an unmissable occasion for LDAs and ALDA, whose core mission has always been precisely the 
creation of a regional approach to the issue. 
 
 

 
A CITIZENSHIP FAIR AND AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
CLOSED THE PROJECT TIC TAC, (Malta, 29 - 31 October) 
 
The citizenship fair organised in Malta on 29th to 31st October within 
the project TIC TAC was a great success. Around 100 participants 
coming from the wide Europe attended the 3 days conference 
dedicated to active citizenship and democracy in Europe.  

This event was the final event of the project TIC TAC, which aimed at increasing awareness about the 
European Union, the Europe for Citizens Programme and opportunities for increasing citizen participation 
at local and European level.  It was involving 23 local authorities and civil society organisations coming 
from Albania, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Ireland, Italy, Macedonia, Malta, 
Romania, Slovakia and Spain. 
Imislawa Gorska, Vice President of ALDA, chaired the first day of conference and presented the work of 
ALDA and the TIC TAC project. Then Mr Jimmy Magro, Executive Director of Local Councils Association in 
Malta, and co-organizer of the event welcomed participants. Dr Stefan Buontempo, Main Spokesperson for 
Local Government, Labour Party and Dr. Beppe Fenech Adami, Parliamentary Assistant, Ministry of the 
Interior of Malta took successively the floor. Ms Mary Gaerty closed the session with a presentation of the 
Council of Woman in Malta, which is an rganisation aiming at 
empowering women in the island.  
The second day was articulated around 8 workshops covering different 
aspects of citizens participation at local and European level and 
presenting tools for increasing this participation in the old continent. 
The first part was dedicated to the cooperation between local 
authorities and civil society organisations through town twinning and 
decentralised cooperation. Three workshops presented tools to 
encourage citizens’ involvement, such as the Europe for Citizens 
Programme, volunteering and the European Citizens Initiative (ECI). Mr 
Gerald Häfner, Member of the European Parliament, stressed on the crucial importance that European 
citizens take the opportunity of the ECI to discuss the main issues and challenges faced by Europe above 
the frontiers. The democracy in Europe will therefore be stronger.  
TIC TAC partners were strongly involved in the event. For example, the Leafair Community Association 
organised a workshop showing how they work in Ireland for integrating people in local communities while  
the Centre for Institutional Development (Macedonia) presented their best practices and shared their 
experience in increasing the direct citizen participation in decision making process at local level. The 
Association for European Partnership coming from Bulgaria organised a workshop on the solidarity between 
generations.  
In parallel to the workshops, a fair was organised and TIC TAC partners held a stand, where they could 
promote their activities and share their experiences with participants. 
 During the third day, Antonella Valmorbida, Director of ALDA presented the strategy 2014-2020 for the 
Europe for Citizens Programme. The event was closed with a speech made by Mr Cohen , President of the 
LCA Malta. Biljana Zasova, Senior Coordinator of projects in ALDA made the synthesis of this three days 
conference and closed the event by reminding the crucial role of citizens participation for a strong 
democracy in Europe. 
 
 
 
 



ALDA AT THE FORUM "YOUTH COOPERATION BEYOND 
BORDERS" (Baku,AZ, 28 - 30 October 2012)   
 
The International forum "Youth Cooperation beyond borders", co-
organised and hosted by the Ministry of Youth and Sports of Republic of 
Azerbaijan together with the Ministry's Youth Foundation and the three 
SALTO Resource Centres working with the neighbouring regions of the 

Youth in Action programme - SALTO EECA, EuroMed and SEE - and the National Agencies of France, Poland 
and Slovenia was held in Baku, Azerbaijan (28-30 October 2012). Marco Boaria, ALDA resource and 
development Unit Coordinator represented the Association at the forum. 
The forum aimed at exploring the impact of the Programme in the frame of the cooperation with the 
neighbouring regions. It also aimed at developing recognition of the importance of the international youth 
cooperation in the field of non-formal education between Programme and Neighbouring Partner Countries. 
During the forum, needs and achievements identified by research carried out by the regional SALTO 
Resource Centres on the impact of the Youth in Action programme on were presented and discussed. 
The three-day programme included presentation of the outcomes of impact studies carried out by SALTO 
as well as various discussion groups and workshops focusing on cross-cutting topics of relevance or with a 
geographical focus (such as impact of the Youth in Action programme on local communities, policy 
developments, development of the youth sector, recognition of non-formal learning etc.). 
ALDA plays a relevant role – together with its Local Democracy Agencies, its members and partners 
established in the neighbouring regions – in promoting youth cooperation between Member States and the 
ENPI countries. ALDA mainly acts as multiplier in this field through empowering, on one hand, youth civil 
society and, on the other, connecting numerous and different stakeholders to promote partnership and 
cooperation. The participation of ALDA at the forum also goes in this direction and has contributed to 
strengthened relations and cooperation with key institutions and organizations working in the field of 
youth at the European level. 
The visit to Azerbaijan also represented the opportunity to meet some of the ALDA members of Azerbaijan 
and have some institutional contacts. In particular, a meeting with the Italian Ambassador, Mr Mario Baldi, 
was held in order to promote future cooperation in the country, taking into consideration the strong 
presence of Italian members in ALDA network. 

 

TANDEM SEMINARS IN GOLSHANY AND BRASLAV, (BELARUS) 
ON CITIZEN PARTICIPATION AND STRATEGIC PLANNING 
 
From October 25 to October 27 three TANDEM seminars and trainings 
took place in Belarus. On October 25 ALDA, the Lev Sapieha 
Foundation, the Latvian Association of Local and Regional Governments 
and Gulbene Municipality visited Golshany municipality to see the 

museum on the Struve Geodetic Arc that has been created as part of the 
partnership project “Arc: Uniting people and cultures” that was funded by 
TANDEM. The guests were also introduced to the virtual museum on the Arc, 
which can be visited here. 
On October 26, a seminar on Forms of citizen participation in the decision-making 
process at the local level was organised in Braslav. At the seminar Mrs. Mudite 
Priede, Secretary General of the Latvian Association of Local and Regional 
Governments (LALRG) told about citizen participation in Latvia and the work of 
LALRG in representing the Latvian municipalities at the national level and in 
negotiations with the Latvian government. Mrs. Guna Švika and Mr. Alvils 
Pētersons from Gulbene municipality told about the work Gulbene municipality 
conducts to involve citizens in the work of the municipalities. The participations 

also learned about the possibilities for citizen participation in Belarus, 
such as for instance local referenda and territorial self-government 
bodies. However, despite the legal provisions for these forms of 
participation the possibilities are very rarely used. The seminar was part 
of the European Local Democracy week. Representatives from the 
Regional council in Vitebsk oblast took part in the seminar together with 
the project managers of projects receiving grants under TANDEM. 
On October 27, a training was organised on the topic “From project 
management to organisational development” to support the subgranted 



projects in their strategic planning to turn their projects and initiatives into more sustainable structures 
that could become viable in the long term.  
The TANDEM project is supported by the European Union’s Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in 
Development programme and will be implemented by ALDA together with the Lev Sapieha Foundation and 
the Belarusian Organisation for Working Women and will last until first half of 2013. There is more 
information about the project and the subgranted projects here.  
 

 
ALDA AT “THE GREAT DEBATE: SUSTAINABILITY IN THE 
EU”. 1 -3 June Aarhus, Dk 
From Friday June 1 to Sunday June 3, ALDA attended the Global 
Citizen’s conference “Solutions by Re-thinking” at the Aarhus 
University, Denmark. 
The “Great Debate” was promoted and organized by Global Citizen in 
connection to the Danish EU Presidency and with the support of the 

European Commission through the programme Europe for Citizens. (Foto: www.au.dk/Roar Lava 
Paaske/AU Kommunikation/). 
The meeting gathered together more than 400 interested citizens - representing organisations, 
associations, companies, parties, think tanks and universities, who debated about the problems and 
possibilities we face in Europe towards 2050: what are the key problems we need to tackle? what do the 
solutions look like? who should make it happen?  
The meeting was particularly successful thanks to the intense and untraditional format that allowed and 
facilitated the development of a broad range of suggestions and ideas for tomorrows’ solutions. In order to 
reach this objective, 35 working groups focused on different specific problems within the areas of 
economy, demography, environment and social issues were created in order to find new solutions issues 
through a bottom-up approach. 
In particular, Marco Boaria, Resources and Development Unit Coordinator of ALDA, participated to the 
working group focused on participatory democracy, one of the core issues of ALDA, contributing thus to 
the vivid debate and exchange and bringing to the fore the relevant expertise and experiences ALDA has 
gained on this field. 
Furthermore, there were, among the others, key note speeches by Nicolai Wammen, the Danish Minister 
for European Affairs, and Mr. Sony Kapoor from the international Think Tank Re-Define.  
The outcomes of the event will be available on the Global Citizen’s Facebook site. 
 
 

 
JIMMY MAGRO, SECRETARY OF LCA MALTA ELECTED CO-
CHAIR OF WTD ALLIANCE FOR LAS. 
 
Mr Jimmy Magro, Executive Secretary of the Local Councils' Association 
of Malta, has been elected by the Members of WTD Alliance co-chair of 
the Alliance for LAs.  

Mr Jimmy Magro has been appointed for a period of 10 months. 
Mr Magro stated  
"I am delighted to have received the support of the organisations forming part of the WTD Project to be 
elected as co-chair. This is a project that has high value value added for the partners and the EU. I shall 
endeavour to give my utmost to see that the project continues on the success road and that the members 
of the WTD Alliance will always find me when they need my assistance." 
The Alliance is now in the process of selecting a representative of CSOs among the WTD Alliance to be 
elected as co-chair for CSOs. The election will be made in December in Paris during the WTD International 
Conference “Human Rights and Intercultural Dialogue”, hosted by CIDEM. 
 

 
WTD TRAINING “UNDERSTANDING OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
DECENTRALISED COOPERATION” (Brussels, 15 and 18 
October 2012) 
 
30 representatives of the WTD Working Together for Development 
project, partners, coming from more than 10 different countries 



attended a training session organised by ALDA in the framework of the project. 
The training session was held in Brussels on 15 and 18 October. 
The training aimed at providing to European local authorities associations and civil society networks new 
knowledge and capacities to play an important role as decentralised cooperation agents, promoting also 
their capacities to make their members more effective participants in the development issues. 
Using an experiential learning concept methodology, the training session contributed to reinforce the 
understanding of decentralised cooperation of the participants and to develop a dissemination instrument 
to promote decentralised cooperation among participants’ partners and members organisations. 
With the help of key experts, participants had the possibility of getting a general overview of the 
international and European framework regarding decentralised cooperation as well as of key case studies 
on the topic.  
Last but not least, participants had the possibility to attend in the framework of the training the European 
Development Days 2012 to networking and strengthen contacts with more experienced organization 
working on the topic. 
 

 
TOWARD STRONGER SYNERGIES AND CLOSER CONNECTIONS 
BETWEEN ALDA AND BRUSSELS LIAISON OFFICES OF ITS 
MEMBERS 
 
ALDA organised a meeting with the liaison offices of its members that 
are based in Brussels, aimed to create stronger synergies and closer 

connections with them. 
Attended the meeting representatives of the Liaison Office Antenne Interrégionale Auvergne-Centre-
Limousin (F), Apulia Region (I), Romanian Association of Cities (RO), Autonomous Province of Trento – 
EuRegio (I), Friuli Venezia Giulia Region (I), Région Basse-Normandie (F), Sicily Region (I), City of 
Kragujevac (SRB), City of Nis (SRB). All participants were positive about the idea that ALDA will work more 
closely with the liaison offices. 
ALDA will organise in the future regular meetings for the Brussels Liaison offices of ALDA members. Such 
meetings will be organised every second month, but the meetings could be held more often if there are 
specific issues to discuss. Liaison offices are encouraged to suggest possible themes and topics that could 
be discussed at these meetings. ALDA will also invite external guests (eg. from the Commission or think-
tanks) to give input if there are specific issues on the agenda that would benefit from the participation of 
external guests. 
The next meeting will be held in the first half of December. 
 
 
 

 
LAUNCH OF A NEW "EUROPE FOR CITIZENS " PROJECT: “MY 
EUROPE : YOUNG, EQUAL, INCLUSIVE” 
 
A new "Europe for Citizens " project: “MY EU”, my Europe, young, 
equal, inclusive, started on 1st October 2012 and will last until 31st 
March 2014. It involves 14 partners from Malta, Macedonia, Bulgaria, 

France, Albania, Italy. The project is led by the Local Council Association of Malta and will strongly involve 
ALDA, the LDA Zavidovici and the Coalition of youth organizations SEGA as main partners.  
The project aims at ensuring a wide, well structured dialogue and an intense cooperation among towns 
with reference to the active participation in the EU political life of specific target groups: women, 
youngsters and immigrants. In particular, it intends to increase specific interests and expectations of 
citizens about EU political agenda and empower citizens to play a full part in the democratic life of the 
EU, through public debates that involves citizens, citizens associations and policy makers. 
The project will consist in four events : 
- in 2-3 February 2013 in Italy about immigrants and politics ;  
- in May 2013 in France about youth and politics ; 
- in November 2013 in Macedonia about women and politics ; 
- a final conference and evaluation meeting in Malta on February 2014. 
 
A final publication gathering recommendations made by participants will be produced and addressed to 
local and EU policy makers. 



For more information, please contact Marine Henry, ALDA' project manager,  
marine.henry@aldaintranet.org. 
 

 
“EU INTEGRATION, A DIALOGUE FOR THE FUTURE“ 
OPENING CONFERENCE OF THE PROJECT THE EUROPEAN 
AND OUR AFFAIRS (Zavidovici, BIH, 10 October 2012) 
 
A conference on „EU integration, a dialogue for the future“, launch 
event for the one year long project: The European and Our Affairs“ 

took place in Zavidovici, Town Hall, on 10 October 2012. 
The Conference gathered forty representatives of local governments, local/regional development 
agencies, NGO-s and youth groups. 
ALDA, in cooperation with LDA Zavidovici, last September started the implementation of this project, 
funded by the European Union, as a part of IPA 2011 - Information and Communication Programme. 
The project will be implemented in Zenica region, and local communities Zavidovici and Zepce aimed to 
help raise citizens' awareness on EU enlargement and pre-accession assistance with particular emphasis on 
the role of local self-goverments and civil society in the reform process.  
The overall project activities and objectives were presented by Stanka Parac Damjanovic, ALDA Regional 
Programme Coordinator and Sladjan Ilic, Delegate of LDA Zavidovici who were jointly moderating the 
sessions. 
The conference participants were greeted by the mayors of Zavidovici and Zepce, Mr. Hakija Osmic and 
Mr. Mato Zovko, while the guest speakers were the representatives of the EU Integration Office Bosnia and 
Herzegovina: Ms. Sandra Memisevic, Project Coordinator in the Unit for EU integration strategy and Ms. 
Nermina Saracevic, Project Coordinator in the Unit for EU Assistance coordination. They presented the key 
activities of the EU Integration Office and its role in EU integration strategy planning in different public 
policy areas. Ms. Saracevic emphasised the need for improved co-operation and co-ordination between 
different tiers of government in BH with particular focus on local government units lacking both 
information and adequate administrative capacity for collaborative and partnership based EU project 
development. Lack of knowledge of advanatages of EU accession among the policy and decision makers as 
well as insufficient general public awareness in local communities about the benefits of EU membership 
still and to large extent hampers the pace of embracing of the EU standards and values.  
Experiences of good practice in local partnership building for collaborative project development were 
presented by Ms. Branka Janko from Development Agency and Ms. Mira Jovic, from the Association of 
entrepreneurs in Zepce. They both reiterated the need for more proactive approach of the local 
stakeholders in public policy development and implementation so as to contribute more effectively to 
greater involvement of different sections of local community. Developing the administrative capacity of 
both civil society and public sector at this stage is more than relevant for any foreseeable progress that 
BH would make on the way to furthering the EU integration. 
Ms. Slavica Draskovic, TACSO Resident Advisor in Bosnia and Herzegovina presented the technical 
assistance programme aimed to help strengthen CSO capacities with specific view to local NGO-s and their 
issue based networks. She also invited the representatives of local NGO-s to approach TACSO for any 
support they might need in implementing their activities since the range of capacity building and training 
seminars offered suit their needs.  
During the debate, a number of participants expressed their doubts as regards the progress of BH on the 
way to further EU integration considering the criteria that have not been fullfilled so far. There were also 
remarks and comments that there are no guarantees that some new criteria for EU integration will be 
imposed. However, most of the participants expressed their concern that the complex government 
structure in the country often leaves (out) the local tier of government without adequate knowledge, 
competencies and skills for engaging more actively in the European integration affairs. This is why, CSO 
initiatives may become a valuable tool for promoting both the European and local affairs thus contributing 
to reduce the gap between them.  
The next activity in Zavidovici is scheduled for mid November 2012– The training seminar for cross-sectoral 
partnership building and EU project cycle management skills. 
The project activities include capacity building, public promotion campaigns, knowledge share involving 
diverse sections of local society, while the local policy/decision makers, business sector, NGO-s, local 
media and young people are among our prioirty target groups. The proposed contents and expertise 
engaged serve both as a learning opportunity for the actors involved, but also to help bust some myths and 
stereotypes related with the EU integration. 
 
For any further information please contact: 



Sladjan Ilic, LDA Zavidovici, +387 32 877 008, LDAZavidovici@aldaintranet.org  
Stanka Parac Damjanovic, ALDA, stanka.parac@aldaintranet.org 

 
 This project is funded by the European Union 
 
“This publication has been produced with the assistance of the European Union. The 
contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of ALDA and can in no way be 
taken to reflect the views of the European Union.” 
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HUMAN RIGHTS, A COURSE OF ASSOCIATION LDA 
ZAVIDOVICI FROM 9 NOVEMBER (Brescia, I, November-
December 2012) 
 
The Association "Embassy of Local Democracy in Zavidovici" is 
organizing a course on "Human rights, between protection and 
exclusion" to be held in Brescia (I) from 9 November until the end of 

December, articulated in ten lessons. 
Collaborate in the realization of the course the Universities of Brescia and Padua, the Council of Europe, 
ALDA, the “Unione studenti universitari per Brescia”. 
The attendance is free. It is better to communicate presence and name by email to: segreteria@lda-
zavidovici.org. It is possible to participate in each round. A study visit to the European Court of Human 
Rights in Strasbourg, will conclude the course. 
The training aims to investigate the discrepancy that often exists between the guarantees proclaimed in 
the main instruments of international law and the ability of the international community to make them 
really effective with the tools it has available. 
During the meetings will be discussed the need to reform international law to overcome this limitation 
while recognizing the potential of international law, documents and organs born in protection of human 
rights. 
This in the knowledge that only through their enhancement and recognition by each State of its full effect 
is possible to ensure a climate of peace, development and respect for human dignity among all peoples of 
the Earth. 
For further info visit the website of the Association LDA Zavidovici. 
 

 
LDA NIS IS LOCAL PARTNER OF THE SERBIAN NATIONAL 
PROJECT "INITIATIVE FOR MONITORING SOCIAL POLICY" 
 
LDA Niš is local partner of a nationwide project "Initiative for 
monitoring social policy", implemented by Coalition of Contact Civil 
Society Organizations (KOCD) and supported by the Norwegian Embassy 
in Belgrade. The project aims to strengthen the capacities of civil 

society organizations and develop a sustainable mechanism for monitoring the implementation of social 
policy in Serbia, with a focus on the needs and rights of seven vulnerable groups: children, youth, women, 
elderly, people with disabilities, migrants and Roma. 
For the purposes of this project, Civic Initiatives from Belgrade is in the role of Lead Partner and 
Association for Development of Children and Youth - Open Club from Nis coordinates activities of 
monitoring the measures of social policy concerning children.  
As a local partner organization, LDA Niš, after participating in the training for research teams, is currently 
conducting field research on the foster care service, and cross-sector services for children, focusing on 
cooperation between the Centre for Social Welfare and Elementary School in Nis. 
The collected results will be analyzed and presented to the public both on local and national level by the 

end of the year. 
LDA PRIJEDOR TOOK PART IN THE EUROPEAN LOCAL 
DEMOCRACY WEEK (15-18 October 2012) 



 
Local Democracy Agency Prijedor took part in the European Local Democracy Week, a paneuropean event 
coordinated by the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe. 
LDA Prijedor, as Partner association, organised some events that took place from 15 to 18 October. 
On 15th of October, LDA Prijedor implemented the Theater Play "Workshop laughter", in cooperation with 
Associazione Trentino con i Balcani and Teatro per Caso di Nago from Trento (Italy). The aim of this 
theater play was to promote multiculturalism wealth, to animate the local population to spread positive 
energy using the universal language of art, to stimulate the exchange of experiences and to promote 
social integration through the art. 
On the same day was held also the event titled “Be acquainted with the children's rights”, an activity that 
combined lectures in local elementary school and provided OSCE and OMBUDSMAN for children with the 
aim to promote children's rights with topics: "Children and Internet?" and “The main role and importance 
of the UN Convention for the Children's rights”. Main speakers of the event were Mrs. Andrea Stankovic - 
Senior Expert - Psychologist from Ombudsman for Children of Republic of Srpska, Mr. Igor Licina - National 
Programme Officer from OSCE, and Mrs. Halida Selimovic - Coordinator of activities from LDA Prijedor. 
On 18th of October took place the Workshop "Safe childhood", an educational workshop for preschool kids 
in a rural area with the aim to train kids how to recognize signs of sexual abuse and how to avoid them 
and have a safe childhood. All this program was implemented through play and drawing. 
Finally was organized an Exhibition of drawings from workshop.  
More info on LDA Prijedor page on facebook. 
 

 
LDA MOSTAR (BIH) ANNUAL REPORT 2011 IS NOW 
AVAILABLE ONLINE 
 
LDA Mostar, active in Bosnia, as a locally registered nonprofit, non-
governmental organisation, 
exists for more than 7 years now and in that period it has implemented 
numerous projects in the local community, with the aim to support the 

development of local community and processes of 
democratisation and European Union accession, with inclusion of stakeholders and responding to their 
needs and problems. 
These are some of the conclusions of the “Annual Report 2011” of the LDA Mostar now available online on 
the LDA’s website in English and in Bosnian. 
LDA Mostar has established good cooperation between different actors on different levels, which includes 
local and regional authorities, civil society organisations, non-governmental organisations and European 
institutions. 
In 2011, LDA Mostar implemented about a dozen of projects, and participated in trainings, seminars, 
workshops, study visit and exchange of good practices. 
In July 2011, LDA Mostar signed a new agreement with its host partner the City of Mostar, which 
is related to utilisation of office premises and moved its office from Adema Buća 13, to the new address of 
Fra Ambre Miletića 30, 88 000 Mostar. 
For more information contact Dzenana Dedic (LDA President), ldamostar@aldaintranet.org. 

 
LDA OSIJEK (HR) ANNUAL REPORT 2011 IS NOW AVAILABLE 
ONLINE 
 
“LDA Osijek, active in Croatia and in the wider region for the last 
nineteen years, has been well recognized by its activities and is well 
connected on local and regional level. LDA Osijek projects are well 
targeted both in terms of the needs of the local community and target 

groups”. These are some of the conclusions of the “Annual Report 2011” of the LDA Osijek now available 
online on the LDA’s website. 
The evaluation was carried out in the period between November 25 and December 25, 2011. 
The purpose of the evaluation was to provide an objective look at the work and activities of the Local 
Democracy Agency in Osijek (LDA), its programmes and projects, as well as its management, 
organizational capacities and human and financial resources for the period from January 1 to December 
31, 2011. 
The analysis intend to assist LDA by identifying both positive and negative factors that impact its work and 
activities, and through that, to help in its future work. 



The evaluation aimed to give a view on the efficacy of LDA work (planned vs. realized); the quality of LDA 
organization and resources management; the strengths and weaknesses of LDA activities and through that, 
their impact in the community (threats and opportunities). 
In 2011, LDA Osijek worked within three programme areas and organized, hosted and/or participated in a 
total of ten projects. 
The programme areas were Active Citizenship (where the main focus is support to development and 
promotion of values of active citizenship and citizenship participation in public policies and decision 
making processes in the local communities); Sustainable Development (endorsing local economy and 
promoting sustainable development); Bridges of Cooperation (promoting intercultural dialogue, tolerance 
and cross-border cooperation, improving social cohesion and promoting European identity). 
For more information contact Miljenko Turniski (LDA President), ldaosijek@aldaintranet.org. 
 

CALL FOR PARTNERS 
 
We kindly invite those who are interested in one or more of the following calls, to contact us as soon as possible to 
the email addresses provided in the calls description 

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation – Programme Civil Society in Central/Eastern Europe and Russia 
Deadline of the call - N/A 
Location - Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Kosovo, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia, Turkey, Belarus, Moldova, 
Russia, Ukraine  

Fondation RAJA – Danièle Marcovici 
Deadline of the call - 04/12/2012 
Deadline for sending your expression of interest - 31/10/2012 
Location - All contries  
 
Department of civil liberties and immigration, Italian Home Office Call for projects funded by the European Fund for 
the Integration of non-EU immigrants, Action 3 “Youth projects” 
Deadline of the call - 07/12/2012 
Deadline for sending your expression of interest - 07/11/2012 
Location - Italy (each project has to focus on the territory of one single Region)  
 
Department of civil liberties and immigration, Italian Home Office Call for projects funded by the European Fund for 
the Integration of non-EU immigrants, Action 7 “Capacity building” 
Deadline of the call - 07/12/2012 
Deadline for sending your expression of interest - 07/11/2012 
Location - Italy (each project has to focus on the territory of one single Region)  
 
Foundation Prosolidar  
Deadline of the call - 15/12/2012 
Deadline for sending your expression of interest - 15/11/2012 
Location - Azerbaijan  
 
Small Action Credit Line (Swiss Contribution) 
Deadline of the call - 31/12/2012 
Deadline for sending your expression of interest - 10/10/2012 
Location - Kosovo  
 
Europe for Citizens Programme – Action 1; Measure 1.2: Networks of Twinned Towns 
Deadline of the call - 01/02/2013 
Deadline for sending your expression of interest - 01/12/2012 
Location - EU, EEA, Croatia, Macedonia, Albania, Bosnia Herzegovina  
 
Europe for Citizens Programme – Action 2; Measure 3: Support to projects initiated by civil society organisations 
Deadline of the call - 01/02/2013 
Deadline for sending your expression of interest - 01/12/2012 
Location - EU, EEA, Croatia, Macedonia, Albania, Bosnia Herzegovina 


