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HAPPY 2013, EUROPEAN YEAR OF CITIZENS 
 
Dear Members and Friends of ALDA,  
 
The year that has just passed has been full of activities and new ideas for the Association of the Local 
Democracy Agencies and for the LDAs.  We further developed our numerous initiatives to promote a 
common European Identity, based on citizens’ participation, within the existing EU borders but also in the 
countries, which will be soon new members of the Union.  We also supported this approach in the 
Neighbouring area in the East and in the South and there is a growing demand coming to us, from many 
local partners and institutions. 
What is the challenge ahead of us in the upcoming year? Certainly, the uncertainty in the economy and 
the difficult situation and choices at the political level request from each of us, European citizens, a 
strong commitment for a common future. We need ideas solutions that can be put in place, soon, to 
secure us a prosperous and peaceful process. There is not solution dropped from the “top” but each and 
everyone of us, in each field of his/her own activity, must be an active and responsible citizen in an 
integrated Europe and in a global world. At the local level, together with the local and regional 
authorities, a strong pact with citizens must be established so that to involve them in the decision making 
for choosing better and more efficient solutions. 
2013 will be the Year of Citizens and we will be fully involved in many ways at the EU and national level! 
We need to bring concrete proposals, recommendations, ideas to make European Citizenship a reality ! 
ALDA will be working hard in many fields and consolidate and enlarge the network of the Local Democracy 
Agencies, as a best practice recommended by many stakeholders. We also celebrate soon the accession of 
Croatia in the EU (July 2013) and the Region Istria, in Croatia, is proud to receive the General Assembly of 
the 160 members of ALDA on the 18th and 19th of April 2013.   
The Association of the Local Democracy Agencies is a permanent source of actions, support for its 
members, projects and developments of ideas to make citizens heard and participate at the local level 
and in the development of the EU policies.   



On behalf of the whole team of ALDA and its Governing Board, I am thrilled to start working for this 
fundamental year that will decide upon the shape of our future. 
Dear Members, dear Colleagues, dear Friends, to all of you and your families, I wish you all the best, 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Oriano Otočan  
ALDA President 
 

See below the video-greetings of ALDA President, Oriano Otočan, 
and ALDA Director, Antonella Valmorbida. 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QkAwpphHoJI&feature=youtu.be 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M41HKr576yQ&feature=youtu.be 

 

 
ALDA – PLTAFORMA CONSULTATION FOR EaP AND PRE-
ACCESSION COUNTRIES LOCAL AUTHORITIES (Paris, 11 
December 2012) 
 
In cooperation with PLATFORMA and the EC, ALDA gathered on the 
11th December in Paris the main representatives of Associations of 
Local Authorities and Local Authorities representatives from the EaP 

and Western Balkan countries in order to address the main concerns regarding development policies of 
those actors directly to the EC. 



The Consultation was attended by 30 participants, among them Mr Dorin Chirtoacă, Mayor of Chisinau – 
Moldova, Emin Yeritsyan, President of the President of Communities Association of Armenia, Mamuka 
Abuladze, President of National Association of Local Authorities of Georgia, Avdullah Hoti, Deputy Mayor of 
the City of Pristina – Kosovo and Mr. Ljubo Beslic, Mayor of the City of Mostar. In order to give to the 
discussion a broader dimension, representatives of relevant CSOs acting in the regions took part in the 
Consultation process. 
The Consultation has been organized within the framework of the WTD – Working Together for 
Development programme, which aims at exploring the opportunities Local Authorities and Civil Society 
Organizations have in working together to promote more sustainable global development achievements. 
The organization of the Consultation is the result of ALDA advocacy work to ensure the voice of Local and 
Regional Authorities coming from the EaP and Balkan countries towards the relevant European Institutions. 
For more information please contact Mr Alfonso Aliberti, Project Manager of ALDA, at 
 alfonso.aliberti@aldaintranet.org. 
 

 

 
WTD CONFERENCE ON “HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE IN DEVELOPMENT”. (Paris, 10 
December 2012) 
 
ALDA celebrated the Human Rights Day last 10th December in Paris 
with the International Conference “Human Rights and Intercultural 

Dialogue in Development”. The Conference was attended by 60 participants representing Local Authorities 
and CSOs coming from the enlarged Europe. The conference has been organized within the framework of 
the WTD – Working Together for Development programme. 
The discussion focused on the linkages between Human Rights and global development which aimed at 
having a reflexion on a way to have a better international action in the field of development. It was 
moderated by Ms Antonella Valmorbida, Director of ALDA, and gathered relevant speakers from different 
professional backgrounds. Among them Mrs Catherine Lalumière, President of the French Federation of the 
Houses of Europe, Mr Pierre Barge, Honorary President of the European Association for the Defense of 
Human Rights (AEDH), Mr Christoph Eberhard, Professor in Anthropology and Theory of the Law at the 
University of Saint Louis in Brussels and Mr. Ljubo Beslic, Mayor of the City of Mostar. 
The WTD – Working Together for Development programme aims at exploring the opportunities Local 
Authorities and Civil Society Organizations have in working together to promote more sustainable global 
development achievements. 
A detailed report of the Conference is available here. 
For more information please contact Mr Alfonso Aliberti, Project Manager of ALDA, at 
alfonso.aliberti@aldaintranet.org. 
 
 
 

LAUNCHING EVENT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS 
FOR THE EUROPEAN YEAR OF CITIZENS 2013 (BRUSSELS 28 
NOVEMBER 2012) 
 
The launching event of the Committee of the Regions for the European 
Year of Citizens 2013 took place in Brussels on the 28th of November. 
The Director, Antonella Valmorbida, took part in the event on behalf of 

ALDA but especially on behalf of the Steering Committee of the European Alliance of Citizens.  
Pitcure: all rights reserved a Comité des Régions / Committee of the Regions. 
The partnership between the Civil Society Organisations and the Local Authorities will be of particular 
importance this year since most of the European rights and duties are particularly felt and lived at the local 
level. This is a great opportunity for ALDA to involve its members and partners in common initiatives. The 



Commissioner Viviane Reading confirmed her commitment, in 2013, to support exchanges and debate at 
the local levels. 
For further info please visit the Website of the Forum  
and the presentation of the Alliance of Citizens. 
The same day, the activities of ALDA and the Italian Alliance of Citizens have been presented in a training 
session for Local Authorities form Italy, in Brussels. The event was organised by the Government of Italy. 
The cooperation with Local Authorities for the Italian Alliance will be of particular interest and importance. 
See here the programme. 
 
 
 

 
ALDA LEADERSHIP IN TUNISIA TO A WORKSHOP ON 
WRITING THE CONSTITUTION (Jendouba , Tunisia, 1-2 
December 2012) 
 
At the invitation of ALDA’s main Tunisian partner, Lam Echaml , Mr 
Oriano Otocan and Mr Alessandro Perelli have visited Jendouba for 
a one-day seminar on “Regional Development, Local Democracy and 

the New Constitution” that took place on 1st and 2nd December 2012 in Aïn Draham and Jendouba in 
Western Tunisia. 
Together with Ms Aleksandra Jerkov, member of the Serbian Parliament and Mrs Biljana Zasova, 
Programme Coordinator in ALDA, they presented a diverse picture of the systems of decentralisation and 
local economic development in Europe.  
The cases of Italy, Serbia, Croatia and Macedonia have been presented, along with an overview of the 
different decentralisaton systems in Europe. The experts had also the opportunity to learn more about the 
current practices in matters of local economic and regional development in Tunisia by representatives of 
local initiatives. Thanks to the project of Citizens’ Workshops on Writing of the Constitution (ATECC), Lam 
Echaml has aimed at contributing to the writing of different chapters of the new Tunisian Constitution, with 
the aim to discuss with ordinary citizens and activists about the dynamic in establishing a new order in 
Tunisia. The ATECC project puts into practice participative democracy in Tunisia as they offer to 
organisations, associations and citizens the opportunity to make largely known their ideas, reflexions and 
requests about the future Tunisian Constitution. 
 
 

 
 
A NEW PROJECT FOR ALDA IN THE MED AREA 
 

ALDA was granted a new project within the Citizens Exchange 
Programme of the Anna Lindh Foundation. The programme aims to 
stimulate the exchange between civil society organisations and to 
support exchange of people for grassroots expertise, fieldwork actions 

and awareness campaigns in the Euro-Med region. The main focus is on projects related to the core Anna 
Lindth themes: dialogue, diversity, democracy and development. 
In this framework, ALDA will start an exchange with the organization Lam Echaml from Tunisia. From 
January to March 2013, ALDA and Lam Echaml will exchange their interns in order to intensify joint 
cooperation, which have already been established in the previous projects. ALDA’s intern Vesna Dolinšek 
will join the Lam Echaml team in Tunis and Cheima Ben Hmida from Lam Echaml will support our 
implementation office in Strasbourg. 
This exchange represents a great opportunity for ALDA to strengthen and give further concreteness to its 
cooperation efforts in the area, to establish new partnerships and to contribute to a stronger citizens’ 
participation, decentralisation and civil society empowerment in the Med area. 
 



 
LAUNCHING EVENT OF THE PROJECT "PROGRAMME DES 
JEUNES ENGAGÉS" (Safi - Morocco, 1-2 December 2012) 
 
The association "Agir Ensemble" organised an international conference 
on "Engaged citizenship and local governance" in Safi (Morocco) on 1 
and 2 December. This event marked the launch of a new project 

"Programme des Jeunes engagés" cofunded by the Anna Lindh Foundation and on which ALDA is partner.  
The main objective of the seminar was to discuss ways and means of youth involvement in local 
governance and to share good practices from South and North of Mediterranean.  
The conference gathered around 60 young people, representatives of youth organisations and local 
authorities, researchers, experts coming from 14 Euro-Mediterranean countries. Marine Henry, project 
manager, represented ALDA and made a presentation on European Programmes in favour of youth 
involvement. 
 

 

 
ALDA AT THE FOURTH WESTERN BALKANS CIVIL SOCIETY 
FORUM (Zagreb, HR, 26-27 November) 
 
The Fourth Western Balkans Civil Society Forum, organized by the 
European Economic and Social Committee, was held in Zagreb 
(November, 26-27th).  

The main topics on the agenda were freedom of expression, rural development and employment, and the 
role of civil society organisations in the enlargement process.  
It brings together approximately 150 participants, including representatives of Western Balkan civil society 
organisations, the EESC, governments' representatives and the EU institutions. 
The event was opened by Staffan Nilsson, president of the European Economic and Social Committee, 
Stefan Fule, Commissioner for Enlargement and Neighbourhood Policy, and Vesna Pusic, Minister of 
Foreign and European Affairs of Croatia. 
ALDA attended the event reperesented by Dzenana Dedic, LDA Mostar Delegate and Chair of the LDA 
Delegates' Advisory Committee. 
A final declaration with recommendations from civil society organisations will be issued at the end of the 
event.The main topics of this year event included also: improvement of freedom of expression and the 
media, the role of CSO’s in rural development and employment, as well as issues of additional 
strengthening capacity of Civil Society Organizations in the region. 
 

 
FINAL CONFERENCE OF THE PRINCE PROJECT: CIVIL TRUST 
BUILDING – FIND YOUR WAY THROUGH ENLARGEMENT 
LABYRINTH (Rome 1 December 2012) 
 
The final meeting of the PRINCE project “Civil Trust Building – Find your 
way through Enlargement Labyrinth” gathering all the project partners 

and the contact persons from the Western Balkan countries whose participation was coordinated by ALDA, 
was hosted by the Italian organisation ARCS.  
Overview and assessment of one year condensed activities with the highlight on the Labyrinth tour through 
EU cities – Budapest, Bratislava, Vienna and Udine and the questionnaire analysis regarding the perception 
of the local citizens about EU enlargement, designing the follow-up activities – were the main topics 
discussed during the conference.  
The Western Balkan country progress reports and the European Parliament’s Report on enlargement 
policies, criteria and EU strategic interests (3/10/2012) were further debated as the key documents 
requiring a strong involvement of civil society organisations and their regional networks.  
 



The conference was also an opportunity for presenting a broad perspective and overview of the present 
status and future challenges of EU enlargement process by Prof. Virgilio Dastoli, President of the European 
Movement Italy, who spoke about the achievements of active civil society engagement over the past years 
with particular regard to adoption of the EU standard in fundamental rights and liberties and embracing the 
European values by the newly acceding countries. A number of regional CSO initiatives were mentioned in 
this regard, and in particular: Declaration of the European Movement – Italy supporting European Citizens 
Initiatives (ECI) claiming fundamental rights such as plurality of information, environment protection, free 
access to information, mobility of young people and strengthening of participative democracy as well as the 
European sustainable development. Further to this, specific mention was given to complementary 
document to the “European Manifest” of the EYCA (Italian Alliance for the European Year of Citizens) calling 
for support to autonomous initiatives promoted by citizens and NGO-s in order to carry out activities of 
general interest; Similar Western Balkan regional CSO-s network statements have already been widely 
disseminated so as to enhance a greater involvement of civil society actors at different levels to help 
making the overall societal and economic reforms happen and thus continue with the EU integration 
beyond 2013 – after Croatia’s full accession. Therefore it is of utmost importance to refer to the 
Enlargement strategy (European Parliament – A7-0274/2012) stressing inter alia, the role of civil society as 
an important engine of approximation with the EU in creating bottom-up pressure for the advancement the 
European agenda, improving the transparency of the process and strengthening the public support for 
accession.  
For further information please visit: www.civiltrustbuilding.eu  
Stanka Parac Damjanovic 
ALDA Regional Programme Coordinator  
 

 
THE MACEDONIAN CAPITAL LAUNCHES A NEW YOUTH 
POLICY WITH THE SUPPORT OF LOWER NORMANDY 
 
The Coalition of youth organisations SEGA organised the Youth Policy 
for the City of Skopje Conference in partnership with the City of Skopje, 
the Regional Council of Lower Normandy and House of Europe in Caen. 

The Conference is part of the project “Creation of the Local Youth Policy for the City of Skopje”. 
The objective of the conference was to provide an overview of the position of the Macedonian youth 
nowadays, to present the developed youth policies, and to bring to light the entrance of the City of Skopje 
into the component “Youth” of the decentralised cooperation between Lower Normandy and Macedonia. 
The conference was officially opened by Mr. Koce Trajanovski, Mayor of the City of Skopje, in the presence 
of a large audience including young people, high school professors, NGOs, youth policymakers, Mayors 
from Lower Normandy and media. The Mayor of the City of Skopje expressed his pleasure at hosting the 
first conference dedicated to young people, organised in partnership with SEGA. He underlined that the 
new Local Youth Strategy of the City of Skopje will meet the needs of the young people, and that it will also 
stimulate youngsters to become active citizens. 
The Mayors from Lower Normandy presented their local youth policies and underlined the importance of 
the decentralised cooperation for improving the already established practices. 
In the first part of the conference the youth policymakers talked about the current situation and the plans 
for the future and afterwards, the young people together with the high school professors and the local 
NGOs worked in groups on different topic according to the National Youth Strategy priorities. 
Subsequently, working groups will be created on local level in order to offer young people opportunity to 
express themselves and to propose solutions to problems that emerge. 
For more information on the decentralised cooperation between Lower Normandy and Macedonia please 
consult the website of the cooperation or contact Katica Janeva at katica.janeva@aldaintranet.org. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THE CRUCIAL ROLE OF THE VOLUNTEER IN BUILDING AND 
MAINTAINING SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES RECOGNISED 
DURING THE LOCAL EVENT OF VIT IN LETTERKENNY (IE – 
19-20 November 2012) 
 
The crucial role of the volunteer in building and maintaining sustainable 

communities was recognised during the local event of VIT project held in Letterkenny, Ireland (19-20 
November). 
Donegal County Council, in conjunction with Donegal County Community Forum, East Donegal Community 
Forum and its partners in the VIT project (Very Important Twinning, Volunteering in Town) held a seminar 
on the importance of harnassing local resources in developing a sustainable community. 
The seminar participants examined the role of the volunteer in developing the essential building blocks of a 
sustainable community, including international collaboration, volunteering, the need for social 
infrastructure, culture, enterprise and sport. The seminar has been hugely beneficial in allowing the 
community and voluntary sector, be they in traditional area based committees, specific interest groups or 
sporting clubs and societies, to learn from regional, national and international best practice on how to 
improve their local communities through the implementation of development initiatives. 
The conference examined the central role that the volunteer plays in service provision, be they involved in 
tidy towns type activities, volunteering in a local charity shop, sitting on a school or naoinra committee, 
providing health services, developing community gardens or organizing cultural or sporting activities. 
It is anticipated that the legacy of the this two day international event will be manifested in the work 
programme of the County Community Forum and other agency in recognizing the role of the volunteer in 
building and maintaining sustainable communities. 
The VIT project led by the French partner ALDA, represented in Letterkenny by Per Vinther, past President 
and member of ALDA Govening Board, focuses on volunteering and democracy in an enlarged Europe. It 
aims at promoting volunteering in towns, addressing this issue from a participatory perspective. In 
particular, the project aims to create a platform involving different types of stakeholders for debate, action 
and reflection on how citizens may enhance governance in Europe. 
 

 
 
FRIULI VENEZIA GIULIA REGION AND LDA NIKSIC BETWEEN 
THE PROMOTERS OF A TRAINING COURSE FOR 
ACCOMPANYING OF ITALIAN TOURISTS IN MONTENEGRO 
 
A specialist training course on hosting and support of Italian tourists in 
Montenegro, part of the "TUR MONT'' project, began at the Faculty of 

tourism of the University of Kotor, for twenty official tour guides. 
Among the promoters of the course there are also the Friuli Venezia Giulia Region and the LDA of Niksic. 
In the photo, Alessandro Perelli, ALDA Vice President, at the opening ceremony of the training course. 
Teachers are Italian and Montenegrin professional in the field of tourism, and trainees at the end of the 
course will support an examination to obtain a Diploma accredited by the Ministry of Tourism of the 
Republic of Montenegro. 
"Since 2010, we work with the Italian Community of Montenegro and we hope that this initiative is useful 
for everyone," said Franco Braida, president of Fogolar Furlan (Monfalcone, Italy), opening the course. 
The Vice President of ALDA, Alessandro Perelli, after remembering the recent course of lace, announced 
that in the field of tourism, as well as training of tourist guides, the aim is the creation of "diffuse hotel", a 
project that involves the use of private homes to accommodate tourists. The Friuli Venezia Giulia Region 
has also funded with € 70,000 a project for the promotion via web of Kotor, its cultural and tourist offer. 
Finally, on December 20, will begin the building of an elevator in the ambulatory of Tivat. 
Attended the opening of the course also Nenad Radunović, Municipality of Kotor, Mirza Krcic Tourist 
Organization of Kotor, and Marija Grego Radulović, Community of Italians in Montenegro. 
The course is organized with the collaboration of Confcooperative of Gorizia and Fogolar Furlan of 



Monfalcone, with the support of the Ministry of Tourism and Sustainable Development of Montenegro, the 
Italian Embassy to Montenegro, the Community of Italians in Montenegro, the Municipality of Kotor , the 
Faculty of Tourism of Kotor and the Tourism Organization of Kotor. 
 

 
ALDA WILL COORDINATE THE BIRTH OF A PERMANENT 
CONFERENCE OF MUNICIPALITIES OF CROATIAN AND 
SLOVENIAN ISTRIA (HR) AND TRIESTE (I) 
 
Identify common problems and try to solve them together. This is what 
emerged in the recent meeting between the mayors of the Istrian area, 

on the Croatian, Slovenian and Italian side, held in Grisignana, organised by LDA of Verteneglio. 
After an initial phase coordinated by ALDA the conference should be independent and will ask, as already 
happened in other parts of Europe, European funds to be able to realize projects. 
The proposal was made by the President of the Istria Region, Ivan Jakovčić, representing all the Mayors of 
Istria.  
Create a non-governmental organisation, not competing with national institutions in policy-making, is the 
idea of Jakovčić, who will write a draft document that mayors should adopt to form this organisation that 
may be called "Standing Conference of Municipalities in Istria and Trieste".  
The Vice President of ALDA, Alessandro Perelli and the delegate of the LDA Verteneglio-Brtonigla, Umberto 
Ademollo, stressed the need of cross-border cooperation through joint actions to solve the problems of the 
population that are the same in all the municipalities. A collaboration at the local level that will be even 
more facilitated by the now upcoming accession of Croatia to the European Union as a Member State. 
“We must focus on the practical problems of our people, as the highway to be completed, the possibility of 
obtaining care hospital in Izola and why not in Trieste, a simplification for students across borders and 
breaking down barriers in entrepreneurship, especially for young people” said the mayor of Grisignana, 
Rino Dunis. 
Fully agreed with these themes the other mayors attending the meeting: Edi Andreašić (Buie), Anteo Milos 
(Cittanova), Dorijano Labinjan (Verteneglio) e Aleksandar Krt (Portole), representing Croatian 
Municipalities, Danijel Cep, Deputy Mayor of Capodistria, Peter Bossman (Pirano) and Igor Kolenc (Isola) 
representing Slovenian Municipalities and Nerio Nesladek (Muggia) and Premolin Fulvia, (San Dorligo della 
Valle – Dolina) representing Italian Municipalities. 
Also the Mayor of Trieste, Roberto Cosolini, absent for institutional commitments, is available to participate 
in the initiative. 
The Consul of Italy in Rijeka, Renato Cianfarani, stressed the need of collaboration between towns with a 
story and a social culture so close. Also the Honorary Vice-Consul of Italy in Buie, Giuseppina Rajko 
attended the meeting. 
 

 
KICK-OFF MEETING OF THE PROJECT INARCO 
 
ALDA attended a kick-of meeting of the InArco project, which was 
organized in Milano on 20th November 2012 by the project applicant 
UIL Unione Italiana del Lavoro. The meeting was an opportunity for the 
10 partners form Italy, France, Slovenia and Belgium to meet for the 

first time and initiate the project, which focuses on the cross-border work mobility in the Alpine arch. 
In particular, the project aims to analyse the experience of cross border workers within the existing 
complex legal framework on the national and EU level, focusing on a concrete assessment of the situation 
arisen in the territories concerned. Through the project, the tailored information and knowledge will be 
spread to relevant stakeholders (trade unions, employer organisations, local authorities, wider public) and 
recommendations concerning the cross-border work phenomenon and social security of cross-border 
workers will be made for social partners, local authorities and policy makers. In this sense, the project aims 
to promote the cooperation among national authorities and the exchange of experience and best 
administrative practice to facilitate the uniform application of Community law. 



The project will share its experience through 4 main events: 3 seminars taking place in cross-border areas in 
France (June 2013), Italy (July 2013) and Slovenia (September 2013) and the final conference held in 
Brussels (December 2013). The results of the project will be gathered in the final publication – the Charter 
of Cross-border Workers including analysis of the legal framework, mapping of the obstacles to the free 
movement of workers within EU and recommendations for decision-makers. 
 

 
 
ALDA FORMALLY ENTERS THE EUROPEAN GROUP OF 
ECONOMIC INTEREST “I TEATINI” 
 
ALDA has recently officially entered the European Group of Economic 
Interest - EGEI “I Teatini – Institutional European Network”. 
The Group is based in Lecce (Italy) and it is participated also by the 

municipality of Monfalcone, the municipality of Lecce, both representing members of ALDA. 
The EGEI, legal body created under the European Law to facilitate and encourage cross – border 
cooperation, represents a very important opportunity for ALDA to enlarge, intensify and facilitate its 
activity in the Mediterranean area, which is becoming more and more strategic for ALDA.  
Indeed, ALDA will be entitled to participate, through its affiliation to the EGEI, to further EU programmes of 
territorial cooperation, namely those of transnational and cross – border cooperation for the 
Mediterranean and South East Europe. Furthermore, the mixed nature of this legal entity, which integrates 
public and private bodies, will allow the participation of its members to a wide spectrum of fields and 
initiatives, going from institutional topics to sustainable development, culture and more. 
 

 
LAUNCH OF THE TRAINING “EUROPA FACILE”, A JOINT 
INITIATIVE OF ALDA AND THE MUNICIPALITY OF THIENE (I) 
  
ALDA, in cooperation with the Urban Center O.A.S.I. of the municipality 
of Thiene, Italy, has announced the launch of the training course 
“Europa Facile”.  

The training will help ordinary citizens, CSOs and Local Authorities to approach the wide world of the 
European policies and will guide them in finding interesting opportunities for youngsters, adults, citizens in 
general.  
In particular, ALDA will present programmes related to transnational mobility, such as Youth in Action, 
programmes more oriented to education and vocational training (Erasmus, Leonardo da Vinci), education 
for adults (Grundtvig). Then, interesting for all citizens and for local authorities as implementors of policies 
for active citizenship, ALDA will present the “Europe for Citizens” programme. 
Important elements for the European project cycle management will be also provided. 
ALDA’s trainers in charge for the course will be Marco Boaria, coordinator of the resource and development 
unit and Anna Ditta, project development officer.  
A press conference to present the initiative was held on the 14th November in the municipality of Thiene, 
at the presence of the municipal councilor for youth policies, culture and equal opportunities Mrs. Maria 
Gabriella Strinati, Anna Ditta, project officer of ALDA, Adelina Tadiello and Giuliana Zilio, persons in charge 
of the Urban Center. 
The training course will be free of charge and will be held at the Urban Center of Thiene, It will start the 
20th November and will end the 26th March 2013. 
More information are available here 
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LDAs SUBOTICA AND OSIJEK OPENED WITH A CONFERENCE 
THE NEW PROJECT SNET.EU (Subotica, 5 December 2012) 
 

The opening conference of the new project Support for networking and 
twinning at European level, funded by the European Union under the 
Cross-Border Programme Croatia-Serbia, was held in Subotica, SRB (5 

December 2012) , organised jointly by the LDA-s Subotica and Osijek.  
This project, that lasts 18 months, is carried out by LDA Osijek in cooperation with LDA Subotica in 
partnership with the Croatian Institute for Local Government - Hills, Evangelical Theological Faculty - ETF, 
Open University Subotica and ALDA. 
The activities that will be organized during the 2013th start with the opening conference in order to 
establish resource centers and support the improvement of the administrative capacity of local 
governments in the border areas of Croatia and Serbia to build partnerships for European projects. 
Participants of the conference were local auhority and CSO representatives that were welcomed by Stanka 
Parać Damjanović, LDA Subotica, Miljenko Turniški - LDA, Jovan Jelić deputy head of the Osijek-Baranja 
county, Marta Dobo – City council member responsible for international and regional cooperation, Erika 
Kudlik - head of the Local Economic Development Office Subotica and Consul General of the Republic of 
Croatia, Dragan Djuric. 
In addition to the presentation of the planned project activities and representation of experiences of the 
municipalities in inter-municipal cooperation, professor Mijat Damjanovic talked about the regional policy 
of the European Union, while professor Jovan Komsic presented the European standards of cross-border 
cooperationc. Slobodan Martinovic from NGO Argument gave a presentation on decentralization and local 
development coalition for democracy in Serbia. 
Bojana Batalo from the Municipality of Ruma presented their experiences in project implementation and 
Snezana Milesevic from the Municiplaity of Apatin gave a presentation about the former and ongoing cross-
border projects. 

 
 
LOCAL DEMOCRACY AGENCY MOSTAR IS CELEBRATING ITS 
EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY 
 

The celebration of the eighth anniversary of the Local Democracy 
Agency Mostar was held in Mostar, on Wednesday 28 November. 
Since 22nd November 2004, when LDA’s partners signed the 

Partnership Agreement with the representatives of Mostar City local authorities, their common vision of a 
Local Democracy Agency was founded on an idea for it to be a place of mediation, room for dialogue and 
exchange of information and experiences on all levels of local community and European partners.  
During these past eight years LDA Mostar tried to meet those expectations. 
“We built bridges between the citizens of a divided city, unfortunately still in many different ways, bridges 
between the citizens and local authorities, worked on linking City of Mostar with other cities of the region 
and European Union countries, transferred experiences and knowledge. In some of our activities we were 
committed to youth, gender issues, European integration, education, but in every step of this road our 
guide was the voice of the citizens. We consider ourselves lucky and are well pleased that on this road we 
had a strong support of local authorities, non-governmental organizations, media and citizens of this city, 
but also in cooperation with our international partners” stated Dzenana Dedic, President of LDA Mostar 
during the anniversary ceremony. 
 



LDA KOSOVO MARKED ITS FIRST ANNIVERSARY WITH A 
CONFERENCE ON THE “THE RIGHT OF EDUCATION“ 
 

Local Democracy Agency of Kosovo with the support of Regional Centre 
of OSCE in Peja/Pec and “Associazione Tretino con I Balkani”, organized 
a Conference for its first anniversary. 

The conference “The right of education; an opportunity for community Development” was part of the 
project “Fostering parentally responsibility in preventing school dropouts” implemented by LDA Kosovo 
with the Support of OSCE and ATB. 
Attended the conference experts from Municipalities of Peja/Pec, Klina and Gjakova, representatives of civil 
society organization, school directors and community representatives. 
They discussed the challenges and difficulties they are fazing in fighting school dropouts. 
The school attendance is in fact one of the main reasons of concern for the communities in this area and 
needs to be tackled through the involvement of the parents, by fostering their engagement and making 
them aware of the importance of primary education and of the current Kosovo legislation. In addition, 
more municipal engagement is also required to address such a complex phenomenon. 
OSCE Regional center in Peja/Pec with the support of LDA Kosovo and ATB, will support the municipal 
director of education in drafting an action plan fighting school dropout issue. 
This action plane aims to be adopted by the Assembly of Municipality of Peja. 
 

 
LDA NIS LAUNCH THE NEW PROJECT “OUR TOMORROW” 
 

A new project that aims to contribute to greater visibility of problems 
faced by youth from the correctional institutions in Serbia has started in 
LDA Nis. Activities include a series of workshops with mixed participants 
from the correctional institutions and regular schools and a call for 

most creative ways of transferring to the general public a message about the future of youth and 
everything concerning them in Serbia. 
This project is being implemented in partnership with Educational Centre Krusevac, BalkanIdea, Novi Sad, 
Republic Directorate for Execution of Sanctions and Correctional institution from Krusevac and with 
Belgrade Centre for Human Rights as the partner leader. Project is supported by Office for Human and 
Minority Rights of the Republic of Serbia. 
 

 
PUBLIC TRIBUNE WITH THE REPRESENTATIVES OF 
POLITICAL PARTIES PARTICIPATING IN THE WORK OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL ORGANIZED BY LDA MOSTAR (22 November 
2012) 
 

Public tribune organized by Local Democracy Agency Mostar with the 
representatives of caucuses of political parties participating in the work of the Mostar City Council was held 
on 22nd November 2012. 
The event was organized within the “Monitoring of public services on local level – citizens and local 
authorities together to better services” Project. 
The subject of the Public tribune were the results of a survey on satisfaction of citizens with sixteen public 
services implemented in the City of Mostar by Local Democracy Agency (LDA) Mostar, which were based on 
the conducted surveying of overall 1135 households (citizens) from the territory of all 43 Local communities 
of the City of Mostar. 
Adil Šuta (SDA), Elvir Zlomušica (SDP), Ćazim Lulić (independent Councilor), Danijel Vidović (HDZ) and 
Milenko Paunovski (NSRZB) took part in the Tribune. 

The worst graded communal services in the City of Mostar were winter maintenance of streets and roads, 
availability and locations of playgrounds, volunteerism in maintaining green surfaces and parks, availability 
and location of sports fields, maintenance of green surfaces and parks. 



Those present at the Tribune pointed out that the Councilors, during their mandate, did not do enough in 
regards to communication with the citizens. Also, quite a few questions that were posed were related to 
maintenance of green surfaces, prohibition of vehicle parking on green surfaces and pedestrian paths, 
introduction of communal police force, as well as what happened to the funds intended for the civil 
protection. 
“Monitoring of public services on local level – citizens and local authorities together to better services” 
Project has been initiated and financially supported by the Open Society Fund BiH.In 2011, LDA Osijek 
worked within three programme areas and organized, hosted and/or participated in a total of ten 
projects. 
The programme areas were Active Citizenship (where the main focus is support to development and 
promotion of values of active citizenship and citizenship participation in public policies and decision 
making processes in the local communities); Sustainable Development (endorsing local economy and 
promoting sustainable development); Bridges of Cooperation (promoting intercultural dialogue, tolerance 
and cross-border cooperation, improving social cohesion and promoting European identity). 
For more information contact Miljenko Turniski (LDA President), ldaosijek@aldaintranet.org. 
 

 

LDA MOSTAR AMONG THE HOST OF “NEW URBAN 
TOPOLOGY” VISIT IN MOSTAR (7 – 9 November) 
 
Local Democracy Agency Mostar was a partner in organisation and one 
of the hosts of a three-day programme of visiting Mostar by the 
participants of the “New Urban Topology” (NUT) Project. 

From 7 to 9 November 2012, representatives of partner organisations from Belarus, Moldova, Egypt and 
Macedonia were the guests of Mostar.  
During their visit, a number of activities were realised, with an aim to create a democratic platform for 
urban development of City of Mostar, with a special emphasis on the area of District. 
Stockholm based Färgfabriken organisation has been realising similar activities in the Eastern European 
countries, the Balkans and the Middle East. Organisation of events in Mostar was also supported by the 
Swedish Embassy in BiH, while His Excellency Bosse Hedberg, Ambassador of Sweden to BiH, prepared a 
reception for the seminar participants and took part in all programme activities in Mostar. 
 

 
CALL FOR PARTNERS 

 
We kindly invite those who are interested in one or more of the following calls, to contact us as soon as possible to 
the email addresses provided in the calls description 
 
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation – Programme Civil Society in Central/Eastern Europe and Russia 
Deadline of the call - N/A 
Location - Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Kosovo, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia, Turkey, Belarus, Moldova, 
Russia, Ukraine  
 
Small Action Credit Line (Swiss Contribution) 
Deadline of the call - 31/12/2012 
Location - Kosovo  
 
Call for applications for CIVICUS Youth Advisory Group 
Deadline of the call - 03/01/2013 
Location - -  
 
International migrants: urban policies and practices” (SSIIM), IUAV University Venice, Italy 
Deadline of the call - 15/01/2013 
Location - Venice Italy  
 
Europe for Citizens Programme – Action 1; Measure 1.2: Networks of Twinned Towns 
Deadline of the call - 01/02/2013 
Location - EU, EEA, Croatia, Macedonia, Albania, Bosnia Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro  
 
Europe for Citizens Programme – Action 2; Measure 3: Support to projects initiated by civil society organisations 



Deadline of the call - 01/02/2013 
Location - EU, EEA, Croatia, Macedonia, Albania, Bosnia Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro 

 

 


