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Strasbourg, 21st of May 2014  
 

President Moral report 2013 
 

 
Dear Members, dear Partners and dear friends,  
 
It is my great satisfaction that we gathered today in Strasbourg, in the headquarters of the 
Council of Europe, with whom we cooperate for many years and have a special 
institutional relationship. I want to greet the representatives of the Council of Europe and 
other international institutions, and also, right at the beginning, I wish to thank everyone 
for coming, for the active participation on the General Assembly, and for the contribution 
in the work of ALDA. 
 
Our Assembly is held shortly after the finished European Parliament elections, which in 
many ways define the common European future. First of all, I want to emphasize that 
those are the elections after which the new-elected Members of the Parliament will have a 
much greater possibility to contribute to the decision making concerning the European 
economic and social life, but also to contribute to the decisions affecting the cooperation 
with the European Neighbourhood countries. European Parliament is the most 
representative European institution which directly represents the citizens, and where the 
citizens should be in the focus of the attention. We can freely say that the representatives 
in the European Parliament are the only direct relationship between the citizens of the EU 
and decisions on the European level. It is good to mention the changes regarding the 
political coloration with more present Anti-European forces in the future convocation of 
the European Parliament. However, this is also the reflection of citizen’s opinion and the 
indicator that the care for the citizens should be expressed more clearly in the operation 
of the EU.  
 
We are witnessing the lack of interest for European elections in some new Member 
States, compared to the so-called “Old Europe”. This also shows that the citizens have 
not sufficiently recognized the possibilities of active involvement in the Parliament work, 
or this could be the reflection of distrust in the possibility of citizen’s influence on 
decision-making. The example is Croatia, the county I come from. Although Croatia is a 
new Member State, accessing less than one year ago, where we were expecting a higher 



interest for the European elections after the long time aspiration for the entry in the EU, 
unfortunately the interest was very low, just 25,22% turnout to the elections.  
 
I would like to emphasize all of this exactly because the citizen and the participation of 
citizens are one of the fundamental and most important interests of ALDA. In that sense, 
I wanted to highlight which were our activities in the past year.  
 
Without now doubts, the year 2013 was marked by our strong involvement in the 
European Alliance for the European Year of Citizens, as a key stakeholder to promote 
more democracy and citizens participation within the EU, in view of the challenging year 
in 2014. We were part of the steering forces in Europe and in other countries like in Italy 
and Croatia. The recommendations and the strong links are the heritage left by this joint 
initiatives and we will also be involved in 2014 to support their implementation. 
 
It is with great satisfaction that I am today addressing to you for reporting on the 
activities of our Association in 2013. Despite difficult times for all of us, ALDA managed 
to fulfil its strategic objectives and to accompany the development of local democracy 
together with its members and partners, in the EU and in the Neighborhood. In 2013, the 
network of the Agencies was supported, even if strong difficulties on the partners support 
but well supported by the project based approach, which is now characterizing our 
relationship. A further development of the network was made towards East with the 
support to the opening of the LDA in Dnipropetrovsk in Ukraine and a stabilisation of 
our LDA in Armenia. We have also successfully implemented the transition of the LDAs 
in Croatia into the Operational partners of ALDA.  
 
We managed dozens of activities and project, with success and leaving a great impact on 
our communities. Once again, we could confirm that our Association is a drive for 
change and it makes concrete actions for real results. I think that – because of that very 
pro active approach to problems – we make the difference.  We continue thinking that 
the highest goals should be built on local communities and on the common engagement 
and participation of citizens.    
 
The year 2013 was marked certainly by the difficulty to obtain the resources for some of 
our programmes and also a reduced capacity of our members to be involved and support 
our initiatives.  I would therefore thank you goes to all the members of ALDA for their 
active support and involvement in the daily life of our Association. I would like to 
remember here the constant work of our Local Democracy Agencies and the immense 
effort developed by the delegates and their partners. We are looking for a strengthened 
role of our LDAs in South Eastern Europe and – based on the results of 2013 – to be even 
more active in 2014 and following years for the launch and future opportunities of the 
new Pre Accession programmes. ALDA strengthened its network in the Eastern 
partnership countries becoming and essential partner the Council of Europe and the 
European Union in that region (with policy actions and projects). Last but not least, we 
paved the way for a presence in the Mediterranean area, following the demand of our 
partners and members in the area. 
 



In its activities, ALDA confirmed to be the key stakeholders in Europe and its credibility 
and reputation of an action oriented organisation made me and all of us proud to be 
involved in its activities. Despite the limitations that we are facing, with a reduced 
capacity of action and investing resources in international cooperation, the role of ALDA 
and its activities are fundamental for the European local and regional authorities as well 
as for the civil society organisation. In this context, it is particularly important to 
emphasize the responsibility and cooperativeness of all our members and partners, and 
also, the dedication, seriousness, professionalism, commitment and success of people 
involved in our work.  
 
In a crucial momentum like this, with the open crisis in Ukraine and Eastern Europe, with 
the last moments for the European Parliament, ALDA proved to be – in 2013 – strong 
and essential partner to develop democratic processes from the bottom, with local 
stakeholders and for bringing decision making, including the European, closer to citizens. 
Based on previous work, achieved results and the trust of our members and partners with 
whom we work together, across the Europe and the Neighbourhood, both in the field of 
civil society and public administration, we are confident of future results.  
I invite you to continue together. 
 
 
The President 
Oriano Otocan 
 
 


