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Edremit: signed the agreement for the Local Democracy Agency
 

On October 15th 2021, the city of Edremit hosted the opening ceremony of the newly
established Local Democracy Agency (LDA).  Bartek Ostrowski – Vice President of

ALDA; Antonella Valmorbida – ALDA Secretary General; and Giulia Sostero – ALDA
Middle East and Africa (MEA) Coordinator, arrived in the Turkish city for the opening

ceremony and official beginning, as well as the signature of the “Memorandum of
Understanding” among the following founding partners

Participants, gathering both online and offline, were eager to be present in such an
historical moment for the development of democracy. Hence, LDAs embody a positive
and effective experiment of supporting democracy, by engaging local governments and

civil society organizations in Europe and beyond. Thus, as recalled by the Mayor Selman
Hasan Arslan “the opening of the LDA in Edremit is the demonstration that what we are
doing in the framework of local democracy and citizens’ participation is right and we are

following the right path”. 
 

Read more →

UNDEF, T4D and ALDA: key
training on “Youth

empowerment to build local
democracy in Tunisia”

 
On Friday 8th October, following the
training session in Sousse, Antonella
Valmorbida, ALDA Secretary General,
took part in the training course with
“Tamkeen For development” (T4D).
The latter is involved with ALDA, and
with the support of the United Nations
Democracy Fund – UNDEF, in the
implementation of the project “Youth
empowerment to build local democracy
in Tunisia”.
Analysing especially how to equip
young people to be experts and assist
local governments, while implementing
participatory mechanisms, the project
is directed to several municipalities in
Tunisia, such as: Béja; Ghardimaou
Jendouba; Kairouan; Mahdia; Bardo;
Ben Arous and Ezzahra
 

Read more →

Updates on the “ELoGE”
initiative in Croatia and North

Macedonia
 

From the 27th to the 30th of
September, ALDA Secretary General,
Ms. Antonella Valmorbida, took part
in an institutional mission in Kosovo*
and North Macedonia to convene with
colleagues, delegates and ministers at
local and European level.
More specifically, on September 28,
ALDA Secretary General
Ms. Valmorbida, and Director of the
ALDA Office in Skopje and SEE
Coordinator , Ms. Katica Janeva had a
meeting with Mr. Frank Power – Head
of Office of the Council of Europe, in
Pristina, Kosovo*. The meeting, which
was held in the Council of Europe
Offices, consolidated the longstanding
connection between ALDA and the
Council.
 

Read more →

Good governance in Tunisia,
in cooperation with the

Konrad Adenauer Stiftung
Foundation

 
After the successful experience in
Moldova and Ukraine, the project to
support good local governance and
local stakeholders through participative
democracy in Tunisia has come to its
end. “Empowering local authorities and
civil society to deliver solutions with
Participative Democracy ” – here it the
project’s title – supported by
the Tunisian branch of the Konrad
Adenauer Stiftung
Foundation officially ended on
October 6th, during a final event held in
cooperation with the Municipalities of
Carthage and La Goulette, also
project partners.
 

Read more →
SDG 17→

ALDA and its Governing
Board: key actors in the

Balkan Region
 
ALDA Secretary General – Antonella
Valmorbida – together with Katica
Janeva – Director of ALDA Skopje
office and South Eastern Europe
Coordinator – visited Kosovo* and
North Macedonia on an institutional
mission, from September 27th until
30th. Several meetings and events on
the agenda, one of which with Emir
Coric, ALDA Governing Board
Member. From a general perspective,
with no doubt ALDA is considered a
stable and strategic partner for
members and stakeholders in the
region, in view of the operational office
in Skopje, the 8 Local Democracy
Agencies and the over 40 members
ALDA counts in the area.
 

Read more →

The LIFE Metro Adapt project
has come to an end!

 
We have reached the end of two
intense weeks that were filled with
events organized by the LIFE Metro
Adapt project – funded by the LIFE
program of the European Union. Metro
Adapt was part of the initiatives related
to Pre-Cop26 in Milan, the preparatory
event for the 26th UN Climate Summit
in Glasgow and All4 Climate, which
brings together all the events dedicated
to the fight against climate change.
Starting on September 21st, in the
morning, the International Workshop
“Climate Change Adaptation
Strategies in European
Metropolises” took place online and
in English. 

Read more →
SDG 15→

Time to “FACE”
cyberbullying: conclusion

event
 
Implemented for more than two years
and funded by the European
Commission’s Erasmus+ programme,
the FACE project aimed to address and
prevent the growing phenomenon of
cyberbullying among young people,
through innovative methodologies
combining multidisciplinary artistic
approaches.
The project enabled different
stakeholders to work together to tackle
cyberbullying: young people, parents,
youth workers but also local authorities
and municipalities worked together to
find alternative solutions to this
increasingly frequent social issue.

Read more →

DEVOTE’s educational
content is ready in 6

languages!
 
The educational content for DEVOTE’s
future open online course is
now available in 6 languages!
The DEVOTE team has worked hard to
develop the structure of a 6-module
course for teachers and educators,
aiming to provide them with skills and
tools to integrate students with migrant
backgrounds in schools. The team
developed the above-mentioned
modules using feedbacks from
students with migrant backgrounds and
their teachers, collected through a
survey. Their insight highlighted the
necessity to discuss the assessment
practices for students with migrant
backgrounds and the difficulties they
can encounter regarding the national
language. 
 

Read more →
SDG 4→

The CAP-PERI project kicked
off in Vicenza: Innovative

methodologies to talk about
sustainability

 
The CAP-PERI project had its start on
the 29th and 30th of September with
the Kick Off Meeting that saw partners
coming to Vicenza to discuss the
implementation of the project and the
organization of the educational
activities.
During the second day they had the
opportunity to visit to the rural area of
Carpaneda, the perfect place to
analyse how to define themes such as
the connection between town and
country; as well as the inter-exchange
among the rural and urban worlds. 
 

Read more →

Time to be Generative! 50xcento training for young leaders
 

On September 30th the training course for young leaders “50xcento” took place in the home of
the Associazione Caracol Olol Jackson in Vicenza, Italy.

The free course was directed at young people who wanted to be “the real engine of Italian
development”, who were interested in the growth of the community in which they live and who

wanted to become active protagonists of a new life of  society by putting people first.

Read more →

NEWS FROM THE LDAs

Crowdfunding campaign and concrete support to LDA Sisak

December 29th, 2020 marked a crucial moment for millions of people in the area around Glina
and Sisak. Thus, few minutes after midday an earthquake hit the two towns as well as the  the

surrounding territory of epicentre, which was only 5 Km from Petrinja
Being Sisak, the one of first seeds of the Association, the news left everybody speechless. In
1996, in fact, the third Local Democracy Agency (LDA) opened in the city, years before the

creation of ALDA itself. 

Read more →

IN THE SPOTLIGHT...

Thematic surveys to raise the voice of Civil Society Organisations on the
Future of Europe

While the Conference on the Future of Europe (CoFoE) is at its peak, the Civil Society
Convention on the Future of Europe is working unceasingly to back the CoFoE to ensure

a total and wide inclusion of civil society organisations in such a unique and crucial
process.

Indeed, on Tuesday October 12th, a Plenary of the Civil Society Convention on the Future of
Europe took place. After receiving the latest updates by the institutional representatives, the

core of the conversation focused on the methods to give voice to Civil Society Organisations
from all over Europe and listening to their aspirations and concerns.

Read more & Join the surveys →

CALLS FOR PROPOSALS

Call 1 - INTERREG Central Europe
Deadline of the call: 23 February 2022
Location: Nine EU member states cooperate in the Interreg CENTRAL EUROPE Programme,
including all regions from Austria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia,
eight Länder and one region from Germany (Baden-Württemberg, Bayern, Berlin, Brandenburg,
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Sachsen, Sachsen-Anhalt, Thüringen, and the Braunschweig region
within Niedersachsen), and nine regions from Italy (Emilia-Romagna, Friuli Venezia Giulia, Liguria,
Lombardia, Piemonte, the autonomous provinces of Bolzano/Bozen and Trento, Valle d’Aosta, and
Veneto).

Call 2 - Citizens, Equality, Rights and Values Programme (CERV)
Deadline of the call: 10 February 2022
Location: EU Member States (including overseas countries and territories (OCTs)); non-EU
countries: EEA countries and countries associated to the CERV Programme or countries which are
in ongoing negotiations for an association agreement and where the agreement enters into force
before grant signature (list of participating countries)
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